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Goreword

It is with immense pleasure and a profound sense of academic fulfilment that I present
the 2023 issue of the academic journal of Dum Dum Motijheel Rabindra
Mahavidyalaya. This publication stands as a testament to the vibrant intellectual culture
that thrives within our institution, a space where curiosity is nurtured, and scholarly
inquiry is celebrated.

This year's collection of articles reflects the diverse range of disciplines and the
depth of research. From the nuanced explorations of literary theory to the rigorous
analyses of scientific phenomena, from the insightful examinations of socio-economic
trends to the creative expressions of artistic thought, this journal encapsulates the
multifaceted nature of academic pursuit.

In an era marked by rapid change and complex challenges, the role of academic
discourse becomes ever more crucial. It is through rigorous research, critical thinking,
and open dialogue that we can strive to understand our world and contribute
meaningfully to its progress. This journal serves as a platform for such discourse,
fostering a spirit of intellectual exchange and encouraging the dissemination of
knowledge.

The contributions within these pages are not merely academic exercises; they
represent a commitment to pushing the boundaries of understanding and to engaging
with the pressing issues of our time. Each article is a product of dedicated effort,
meticulous research, and a genuine passion for knowledge.

I am thankful to the authors for their valuable contributions, to the editorial board
for their meticulous work in ensuring the quality and integrity of this publication, and to
all other persons who have supported this endeavor. Their collective efforts have made
this journal a reality.

While reading through the pages of this journal, I wish every reader will draw
motivation, ideas, and revisit the value of academic research. This publication is aimed
at further increasing interest and is intended to the culture of learning at Dum Dum
Motijheel Rabindra Mahavidyalaya.

With best wishes,
Prof. (Dr.) Arijit Saha

Principal

Dum Dum Motijheel Rabindra Mahavidyalaya
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On Colonialism, Nationalism and Rural Indian Identity:
Kanthapura in context

Abhay Aguan
Research Scholar, Department of English, Rabindra Bharati University

Dr. Soma Banerjee
Professor, Department of English, Rabindra Bharati University

Abstract: Raja Rao was one of the best Indian-American writers to his contemporaries,
whose works were deeply associated with metaphysics. On the other side, he was an
ardent nationalist. It is reflected in his novel kanthapura, which deals with the socio-
political, cultural, religious issues and also the anti colonial struggle during the pre-
independence era. This novel, in many senses, frames the idea of a nation. It also presents
how casteism influenced the contemporary Indian identity is another major theme in this
novel. Moorthy in kanthapura represents the collective feeling towards the nation. Thus,
the present paper primarily aims at examining how kanthapura portrays the ideas of
nation and nationalism through its central character.

Keywords: Nationalist, Casteism, Anti-colonialism, Rural Indian Identity.
Introduction

Raja Rao, born on November 8, 1908 in Hassan, karnataka played a role, in
Indian Literature. He was well known for his work in literature written in English.
Growing up surrounded by a atmosphere Rao developed a strong affinity for Indian
customs and spiritual beliefs that left a lasting impact, on his literary creations.

Rao’s novels, such as Kanthapura and ‘’The Serpent and the Rope®’ beautifully
depict his exploration of society during the era of British colonial rule. Kanthapura is
renowned for its portrayal of a village in South India navigating through the movement
for independence capturing the essence of India’s quest for freedom. On the other hand "
The Serpent and the Rope " delves into the intricacies of identity merging Philosophy
with Western existentialism to present a deep reflection, on human existence.

In his Journey Rao’s storytelling approach blended method, with modern
perspectives garnering praise and fame worldwide. His writing, filled with elements and
thoughtful reflections struck a chord with audiences, across the globe and bridging gaps
and promoting a richer appreciation of Indian traditions and legacy.

Rao's impact, on literature goes beyond his written pieces. He had an influence
on literary scene guiding and motivating upcoming winters. Moreover his support, for
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languages and cultural conservation enhanced his status as a symbol.

Even though Raja Rao passed away in 2006 his impact still resonates today. His
works are considered crucial in the exploration at literature and postcolonial studies. The
legacy he left behind showcases how literature can connect cultures and shed light on our
human experiences.

Summary

Kanthapura, a creation, by Raja Rao is situated in a village in South India amidst
the Indian freedom struggle. The story follows the villager’s path towards self discovery
and empowerment as they join Gandhi’s resistance against rule. Through Moorthy the
character’s perspective the tale portrays the essence of life, in India the effects of societal
changes and the influential force of collective efforts. Facing oppression and bias the
villagers come together to challenge prevailing norms embodying resilience and
optimism as they strive for liberty.

Colonialism in Kanthapura

In the novel kanthapura, by Raja Rao, the theme of colonialism takes stage as we
follow the protagonist, Moorthy in a village in South India during the Indian
independence movement. The story vividly captures how British colonial rule impacts the
lives of villagers and their fight for freedom. Through Moorthy’s journey Rao delves into
the complexities of colonialism shedding light on its economic and cultural effects on
Indian transformation as he embraces Gandhi's nonviolent resistance movement. His shift
from an observer to a participant in India’s struggle for independence mirrors the
awakening of national consciousness and rejection of colonial dominance.

Colonialism in kantapura is depicted through lenses such as exploitation, cultural
dominance and political control. The British administration, embodied by the collector
character enforces taxes and laws on the villagers worsening their poverty and
marginalization. Additionally colonial educational systems and religious institutions
erode values and customs perpetuating feelings at inferiority, among indigenous
communities.

Moorthy's defiance, against the mirrors the fight for independence and cultural
freedom. His choice to oppose authorities through his involvement in the movement
symbolizes the united stand of the villagers against oppressive colonial rule. By resisting
and protesting Moorthy and his fellow villagers challenge the power structures enforced
by the colonial government asserting their right to self rule and respect.

Moreover Moorthy's dual role as a link between tradition and modernity
highlights the nature of identity during colonial times. Balancing his loyalty to his
heritage with his support for the cause Moorthy embodies the conflict between tradition
and progress in fighting against colonialism.
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Raj Rao’s novel kanthapura Skillfully examines colonialism through Moorthy's
character and the residents of Kanthapura. By showcasing their defiance, against, the rule
mirrors the fight for independence and cultural freedom. His choice to oppose authorities
through his involvement in the movement symbolizes the united stand of the villagers
against oppressive colonial rule. By resisting and protesting Moorthy and his fellow
villagers challenge the power structures enforced by the colonial government asserting
their right to self rule and respect. Moreover Moorthy's dual role as a link between
tradition and modernity highlights the nature of identity during colonial times. Balancing
his loyalty to his heritage with his support for the cause Moorthy embodies the conflict
between tradition and progress in fighting against colonialism. Raja Rao's novel
kanthapura skillfully examines colonialism through moorthy's character and the residents
of kanthapura. By showcasing their defiance against rule Rao illuminates the lasting
effects of oppression and showcases human resilience in pursuing freedom and self
governance. Through Moorthy's story Ros encourages readers to analyze the complexities
of colonialism and its significant impact, on society and culture.

Nationalism in Kanthapura

In Raja Rao's novel Kanthapura the theme of nationalism is prominently
portrayed through the character Moorthy, who represents the villages fight, for
independence during the nationalist movement. The story unfolds in a South Indian
village tracing Moorthy’s evolution from a passive onlooker to a committed nationalist
and illustrating the complexities and obstacles faced in their quest for self governance.
Moorthy symbolizes the villagers growing awareness and their desire to break free from
oppression. Initially depicted as impressionable Moorthy’s exposure to Mahatma
Gandhi’s principles sparks a newfound sense of purpose and empowerment within him.
Embracing Gandhi’s philosophy of resistance and civil disobedience Moorthy
passionately advocates for India’s freedom motivating his villagers to unite against
British rule.

In the novel Moorthy’s transformation, into a leader dedicated to the movement
is closely linked to his journey and ethical progress. His dedication to this cause faces
trails from conflicts within the village pressures exerted by the authorities and the allure
of using violence for resistance. Yet Moorthy stays true to values representing the
strength and honesty of Indias struggle.

Moorthy’s character acts as a channel to delve into the nuances of nationalism
during the era. While he confronts issues of identity belonging and community Moorthy
struggles with balancing his loyalty to his hometown and his dedication to the nation as a
whole. His experiences mirror the aspects of nationalism embracing both unity and a
wider aspiration for freedom from colonial rule.

In addition Moorthy’s position as a leader and instigator for change highlights the
impact of activism in the fight for nationalism. By rallying the residents of kanthapura
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and nurturing a sense of solidarity and defiance. Moorthy epitomizes the principles of the
nationalist movement stressing the crucial role of everyday individuals, in bringing about
societal and political transformation.

Raja Rao’s novel kanthapura delves into the theme of nationalism by focusing on
Moorthy and the villagers of kanthapura. Through Moorthy’s experiences Rao explores
the nature of beliefs the hurdles of community mobilization and the lasting impact of
India’s nationalist movement, in the pursuit of freedom and self rule. Moorthy’s steadfast
dedication to resistance and peaceful protest showcases the strength and moral values that
individuals uphold when faced with adversity and unfairness.

Rural Indian Identity in kanthapura.

Raja Rao’s novel kanthapura delves into the essence of identity focusing on
Moorthy as the central character whose experiences reflect the shared beliefs of the
village community.The story unfolds in a south Indian village amidst the backdrop of
Indian’s struggle for independce painting a vivid picture of rural existence and the deep
rooted customs that define the villagers sense of self and connection.

Moorthy, the character embodies the cultural history and strength of the village
in the midst of colonial challenges. Growing up in the ways of kanthapura Moorthy is
firmly connected to the customs ceremonies and principles of Indian life. His love for the
land deference to generations and commitment to traditions showcase his profound bond
with countryside living that shapes who he is.

In the novel Moorthy’s deep ties to his upbringing give him strength and
motivation to confront obstacles. Even as modern influences and colonial pressures
encroach upon his village of kanthapura Moorthy stays resolute in safeguarding its
heritage. His strong devotion to the community, readiness to make sacrifices for its well
being showcase the casting unity that shapes the identity of India.

Furthermore Moorthy’s quest to uncover his self and gain power reflects the
battle for acknowledgment and control in rural Indian societies. As he delves deeper into
the cause Moorthy emerges as a figure, in rallying the residents of kanthapura against
British colonialism. By engaging in protest community collaboration and local activism
Moorthy exemplifies the essence of defiance and strength advocating for the pride and
independence of his community amidst outside authority.

Rao utilizes Moorthy’s persona to showcase the intricacies and subtleties of
identity aspects that are frequently disregarded or sidelined in popular stories. By
portraying Moorthy’s exchanges with villagers are obtain a glimpse into the fabric or
rural existence encompassing a diverse range of languages, dialacts, customs and
traditions. Rao praises the liveliiness and vigor of culture portraying it as a wellspring of
fortitude and endurance in challenging times.
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Conclusion

In the novel Kanthapura Raja Rao skillfully weaves together the concepts of
colonialism nationalism and rural Indian identity to present a nuanced depiction of india’s
guest ,for independence. By exploring the experiences of Moorthy and the residents of
Kanthapura Rao delves into the balance, between pressures of subjugation and internal
struggles of detiance, endurance and safeguarding of cultural heritage.

The portrayal of colonialism in the novel shows up in ways such as exploitation,
cultural dominance and political control. The unfair laws and taxes enforced by the
colonial rulers on the villagers worsen their poverty and lack of rights. Additionally the
colonial education systems and religious organizations weaken values and beliefs.

In the face of oppression nationalism rises as an influence, represented by
Moorthy and his fellow villagers. Drawing inspiration, from Mahatma Gandhi’s
principles Moorthy transforms into a supporter of India’s freedom motivating the
villagers to participate in the fight against dominance. By engaging in disobedience and
nonviolent demonstrations Moorthy and his community affirm their desire. For autonomy
and respect questioning the power systems enforced by the colonial administration.

At the heart of the story lies a dive into the essence of Indian identity closely tied
to the traditions, ceremonies and beliefs of kanthapura. Despite changes and colonial
impacts seeping Moorthy stands firm in his dedication safeguarding the essence of his
people. Rao portrays the richness and variety of existence through Moorthy’s
interactions, with fellow villagers showcasing it as a wellspring of fortitude and
endurance, against outside influences.

In summary kanthapura stands as a tribute to the lasting impact of colonialism
the transformative power of nationalism and the unwavering strength of Indian culture.
Through Moorthy’s experiences and the united efforts of the village community Rao
prompts readers to thoughtfully explore the intricacies of India’s fight for independence
and its journey towards respect, liberty, and self governance. Reflecting on kanthapura
within its context serves as a reminder of these enduring themes in India’s pursuit of
fairness and unity both nationally and globally.
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Philomela Cunk and Shakespeare: A Journey in Pastiche

Aritra Basu
Assistant Professor, Department of English, CDOE, Rabindra Bharati University

Abstract: William Shakespeare's influence has extended beyond traditional media to
permeate modern popular culture, thanks to the internet and social media platforms.
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Twitter, and streaming services like Netflix and Amazon
Prime have facilitated the global dissemination of Shakespeare's work. Examples of
Shakespeare's impact on popular culture include Pinterest's Shakespearean insult
generator, episode titles like "Pound of Flesh" in Suits, and the web series Cunk on Earth
dedicating an episode to Shakespeare, demonstrating the enduring relevance of his work.

Keywords: Traditional, Suits, Global, Culture etc.
Shakespeare and Popular Culture

For a little less than the first four hundred years or so since 1616, the influence of
William Shakespeare was primarily restricted to books, films, and television. However,
with the advent of the internet, Shakespeare’s influence and impact have been spread to
every possible corner of the world, with due credit to platforms like Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, Twitter, or even streaming platforms like Netflix, Amazon Prime and the like.
Facebook has a verified page by the name of Shakespeare, and Instagram has tens of
accounts (though none of them are verified) that go by the name of Shakespeare, or use
the content about/by him as the primary source of engagement on their accounts.

In a famous post, Pinterest gave its users the opportunity to formulate their own
Shakespearean insult, to add to the already legendary list of phrases and words coined by
Shakespeare that the English language uses today. This list, given below as figure 2, has
been appropriated, modified and manipulated by many institutions, teachers, thespians
and many more to aid and abet the continuing and growing importance of Shakespeare in
the mass media. Though originally published by MIT, it was on social media platforms
that this list became the talk of the town. Instances like these are only the tip of the
iceberg when it comes to analysing Shakespeare’s interaction with the mass media. Be it
naming episodes like ‘Pound of Flesh’ in Suits, or dedicating an entire book in the
Cambridge Companion series to Shakespeare and Popular Culture, the domino effect is
inadvertently long. Therefore, when a web series like Cunk on Earth decided to dedicate
an entire episode called Cunk on Shakespeare, it came to the followers of Popular Culture
as no surprise.
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Shakespeare Insult Kit

To create a Shakespearean insult...

Combine one word from each of the three columns below,
prefaced with "Thou":

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 :
1 1
1 artless base-court apple-john 1
1 bawdy bat-fowling baggage 1
I beslubbering beef-witted barnacle I
! bootless beetle-headed bladder !
: churlish boil-brained boar-pig :
1 cockered clapper-clawed bugbear I
1 clouted clay-brained bum-bailey 1
1 craven common-kissing canker-blossom 1
1 currish crook-pated clack-dish I
I dankish dismal-dreaming clotpole !
! dissembling dizzy-eyed coxcomb !
: droning doghearted codpiece :
| errant dread-bolted death-token 1
1 fawning earth-vexing dewberry 1
1 fobbing elf-skinned flap-dragon 1
I froward fat-kidneyed flax-wench I
! frothy fen-sucked flirt-gill !
: gleeking flap-mouthed foot-licker :
\ goatish fly-bitten fustilarian |
| gorbellied folly-fallen giglet 1
1 impertinent fool-born gudgeon 1
1 infectious full-gorged haggard 1
I jarring guts-griping harpy I
! loggerheaded half-faced hedge-pig !
: lumpish hasty-witted horn-beast :
| mammering hedge-born hugger-mugger 1
I mangled hell-hated joithead 1
1 mewling idle-headed lewdster 1
1 paunchy ill-breeding lout 1
I pribbling ill-nurtured maggot-pie I
! puking knotty-pated malt-worm !
: puny milk-livered mammet :
1 qualling motley-minded measle |
I rank onion-eyed minnow 1
1 reeky plume-plucked miscreant 1
1 roguish pottle-deep moldwarp I
I ruttish pox-marked mumble-news !
! saucy reeling-ripe nut-hook !
: spleeny rough-hewn pigeon-egg :
1 spongy rude-growing pignut |
1 surly rump-~fed puttock 1
1 tottering shard-borne pumpion 1
I unmuzzled sheep-biting ratsbane I
! vain spur-galled scut !
: venomed swag-bellied skainsmate :
\ villainous tardy-gaited strumpet |
| warped tickle-brained varlot I
1 wayward toad-spotted vassal 1
1 weedy unchin-snouted whey-face 1
: yeasty weather-bitten wagtail :
1 1

Figure 2: A List of Shakespearean insults
Cunk on Earth: Sarcasm at its Highest

Though the show has only one episode called “The Renaissance” on its Netflix
version, which barely even mentions Shakespeare, the YouTube episode mentioned
previously more than makes up for it. In a review published in 2016 in The Telegraph
(UK), Michael Hogan’s byline read “Cunk on Shakespeare was a gloriously funny, bored
schoolkid’s view of the Bard”. Though the byline barely does justice to the hilarity that
Philomela Cunk brings to the table, it gives the readers an idea of what the show has to
offer. In addition to YouTube, it is also available on BBC’s official website, which
cannot be freely accessed from India. The one-line summary available before opening the
site reads, “Shorter than Hamlet, funnier than King Lear and easier to spell than
Cymbeline, Cunk On Shakespeare is absolutely the last word in Shakespeare
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documentaries” (BBC Two). Retaining the sarcastic tone of the show, the description
befittingly amuses all who might be interested in such an endeavour.

The show contains a satirical attack on some of the most famous plays by
Shakespeare, namely Titus Andronicus, Romeo and Juliet, Richard 111, Macbeth, and The
Tempest and compares these plays to popular visual media content like the film Taken or
the show Game of Thrones. At the very beginning of the video, Cunk is shown to visit the
Shakespeare Centre at Stratford Upon Avon (where we are currently standing) in the
company of Paul Taylor, the Head of Collections at Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. The
amount of care with which the latter handles the delicate four-hundred-year-old book is
nothing short of astonishing. The subtle hint here is that, though the act is sarcastic, even
then, the sketch does not promote or suggest any sort of disambiguation to the sources of
Shakespeare’s works, his folios and quartos. Cunk says, “It is hard to believe it today, but
back then people really did go to the theatre on purpose and they went to see something
called plays” (Cunk on Shakespeare 4:19).

The way the words are strung together by Philomela Cunk makes the viewers
wonder about the relevance of Shakespeare in the contemporary day and age. Despite the
inclusion of Shakespeare's works (plays and sonnets alike) in the undergraduate and
postgraduate syllabi of colleges and Universities across the globe (some examples of
which are shown in Figure 3, from the University of Calcutta and Rabindra Bharati
University, India), the complexity and depth of his work remain a mystery to most even
to this day. This attempt to make Shakespeare relevant to the Gen-Z audience is not only
commendable but also appropriate. Cunk went on to call the first audience of
Shakespeare “slightly more sophisticated than trees” (8:01) which works as a double-
edged sword. Firstly, it makes the audience laugh out loud in a phonetic LOL, while
simultaneously giving away a reference to Macbeth, where the characters of the play
actually camouflage as trees to reach Dunsindane. Giving a modern-day reference, Cunk
compares the love of Romeo and Juliet to that of meeting someone on Tinder. This
relatability would immediately catch on with the young members among the viewers, as
Tinder is largely used by people between the ages of eighteen and thirty.
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P.G. CBCS Syllabus, 2017, Department of English, RBU
Students must attempt four questions from four different authors
SEMESTER I
C 1.1 Li { The Renai
Texts

Christopher Marlowe: Doctor Faustus
William Shakespeare Anthony and Cleopatra
William Shakespeare: Othello

Thomas Kyd: The Spanish tragedy

Philip Sidney: Astrophel and Stella

John Donne: Selected poems

Andrew Marvel: Selected poems

CC4 (SEMESTER 2, CODE - ENG-A-CC-2-4-TH/TU)
BRITISH POETRY AND DRAMA (14™ - 17™ CENTURY): 6 CREDITS

(5 CREDITS THEORY AND 1 CREDIT TUTORIAL)
Social and Intellectual Background

Poetry
Geoffrey Chaucer, ‘Wife of Bath's Prologue’
Edmund Spenser, 'One Day I Wrote Her Name'
William Shakespeare, Sonnets 18 & 130
John Donne, 'The Good Morrow'
Andrew Marvell, 'To His Coy Mistress'

Drama
Christopher Marlowe, Edward Il OR William Shakespeare, Macbeth
William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night OR As You Like It

End Semester Question Pattern:
Objective - 5 marks
Two questions of 15 marks each from poetry (out of three)
Two questions of 15 marks each (one from each) from drama
(out of four, two from each)

Figure 3: Comparative study of postgraduate syllabi of Rabindra Bharati University
and Calcutta University

According to one of the chapters of the book Shakespeare / Not Shakespeare
from the series Reproducing Shakespeare, “‘Shakespeare’ now includes performances,
translations, transmediations, adaptations, appropriations, and even memes, not just in
English but also in myriad languages from around the world (Lanier 293). This line is
embodied by Cunk when she calls Lady Macbeth “the Miss Pacman to Macbeth’s
Pacman”. Drawing a reference from one of the most celebrated games of the last century,
Cunk draws our attention to the fact that Lady Macbeth was the actual protagonist of the
play, despite it being named Macbeth. This phenomenon, generally called appropriation
in the domain of popular culture, is done to ensure that the timelessness of classics is
rendered true to its name by making it adjust to the contemporary scenario.

The last portion of the show is where Philomela Cunk shows her originality. By
comparing the plots of Shakespearean dramas to a film like Taken, she tries to tell the
audience that Shakespearean heroes may suffer through dilemmas about their action, but
they are still as relevant to our times as Liam Nesson is. In this context, she asks a
renowned Shakespearean actor about the importance of words in Shakespearean plays, to
which the actor replies that it is the wording of the plays that makes them unique and
relevant. Without the words, the plays would be meaningless. Does this imply that there
have not been silent adaptations of Shakespearean narratives, or if there have been any
such attempts, have all of them failed to make an impact on the larger global reception
and acceptance of Shakespeare in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries? Hedy
Miihleck’s article “Scoring Shakespeare: from silent film to modern Adaptation”
mentions silent adaptations of Shakespearean plays, “a five minute-Hamlet as one of the
first silent Shakespeare films (starring Sarah Bernhardt in the title role energetically
fighting Laertes, with synchronised Edison cylinders to provide the sound of the clashing
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rapiers)”, and later goes on to talk about how escaping the copyrights law led the movie
producers to work with Shakespearean plays.

While all this might seem not directly relevant to Cunk on Shakespeare, the
points made by both these strands of argument remain the same. Namely, that
Shakespeare is beyond a literary figure. As an author and playwright, his influence is
second to none, but as a cultural icon, his reach could put some present-day influencers to
shame. As Cunk pointed out, he was on extremely favourable terms with Queen
Elizabeth I and then King James I. It is due to the spread of the Shakespearean fever to
shows like Cunk on Earth that his influence on young minds of the present day continues
to increase at an ever-so-drastic rate.

Shakespeare Beyond the Syllabi: Memes, Infographics and Social Media

In addition to the work done by Cunk on Shakespeare, there are many other
avenues where Shakespeare finds himself reflected in the realm of Popular Culture today.
A simple Google search of Shakespearean memes yields thousands of results, most of
them published by popular websites such as Pinterest, Facebook or the much popular No
Sweat Shakespeare (shown in Figure 4). In the cultural context of the twenty-first
century, where visuals are taking up more and more of our time and social media are
becoming an integral part of our daily routine, the integration of Shakespeare in platforms
like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, Tumblr and others makes us question and
simultaneously understand the agelessness that the Bard of Avon has in his works.

There are many implications of this trespassing. Firstly, it implies that
Shakespeare has a cross-media appeal that makes him acceptable in all formats of
consumption. One of the primary reasons behind this is his popularity and longevity as an
author, another is the array of references that people make to his works in their daily
lives. Authors who were his contemporaries, like Christopher Marlowe, Philip Sidney, or
Ben Jonson, do not enjoy even a fraction of his credibility and resourcefulness.
Renaissance men like Leonardo da Vinci or Michelangelo come closer to his cultural
capital, primarily because their works are of visual art, which can be consumed by a
larger section of people across the globe. The second implication is more relevant to the
literature and authors that contemporary times are producing. It can be said with an air of
certainty that none of them come close to the aura of Shakespeare, to the extent that
Edward Bond introduced him as a character in his 1973 play Bingo.
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21 Century Requirements for a 16" Century Shakespeare: A Study in
Anachronism

In a famous Facebook video by Spencer Wuah', the creator is given some
random lines and is asked to guess if they are written by the modern-day singer-
songwriter Taylor Swift or by William Shakespeare. Needless to say, the voice narrating
out these lines to Wuah, chooses lines that do not give away the writer based on the
words, framing or content. Though the video uses relatively popular lines from
Shakespeare, like the ending speech of Othello, “I am one who loved not wisely but too
well”, or Bassanio’s “All that glisters is not gold” from Merchant of Venice, the creator
cannot place them nonetheless. Wuah does not get a single guess correct, even when he
had a fifty per cent chance of getting each answer correct, if the odds are taken into
account individually.

In this paper, it has become more relevant than ever that the plays of Shakespeare
get more attention than do his poems. It cannot be denied that he is a better playwright
than he is a poet, though a significant part of his dramaturgy is also taught as exemplary
poetic dominance. In Cunk on Shakespeare as well, almost the entire show is centred
around his prowess as a playwright. Even when his sonnets are included in the syllabus,
they are taught in a lighter tone as compared to his plays and are often used to show how
the sonnet as a form transformed from the Italian hands of Petrarch to the British
appropriations. In popular culture as well, his sonnets do not get as much attention as do
his plays or his overall persona. This brings us to an essentially anachronistic question.
What are the twenty-first-century requirements for a sixteenth-century Shakespeare?

In the Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare and Popular Culture, there are just
twelve references to the sonnets, even though the sonnets have been an integral part of
undergraduate and postgraduate curricula all across the globe. The chapters of this book
are telling, insofar as they give away the recent trends on Shakespeare if a book first
published fifteen years ago can still be considered recent. More contemporary works on
Shakespeare have thrown light on the impending disaster that awaits literary scholars if
Shakespeare is not decentralised and made available to the masses. Book series like No
Fear Shakespeare, Shakespeare CliffNotes, and for the academically inclined, Casebooks,
have made it clear as daylight that Shakespeare is and will remain a buzzword for
decades to come. Using the cultural capital that the Bard of Avon grants upon his readers
with his ever-so-graceful charm and wit, we the pursuers of Shakespeare can do nothing
but find out new ways and avenues to use Shakespeare to our own advantage. Perhaps,
the bard himself would not have wanted otherwise.

! The creator has more than 10000 followers on Facebook, and this video has 11000 plus likes,
along with 323.9 k plays as on 21st July 2023.
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Abstract: This paper will critically analyse today’s interpersonal relationships in the light
of Martin Buber’s philosophy. The first part of the paper will discuss interpersonal
relationships in general and their different types. It will further be critical towards today’s
interpersonal relations. In the second part of the paper, we will see the problems from
Martin Buber’s philosophy of dialogue, showing that the I-1t relationship is a product of a
consumer society where we use people as means. In contrast, I-Thou can only be spoken
with the whole being. Buber says that a person can only become authentic, and his life
becomes significant through meaningful relationships. Martin Buber’s philosophy of
dialogue is critically acclaimed. Here, three types of Buberian dialogue will be
discussed. Lastly, it will show how we can practice it in our everyday life.

Keywords: interpersonal relationship, Martin Buber, | and Thou, Distance and relation,
Philosophy of Dialogue, Dialogic communication, I-It and I-Thou.

Introduction

In this paper, we will discuss Interpersonal Relationship. Interpersonal
relationship involves family relationships, friendships, romantic relationships, etc. It
means a meaningful bond between people, sharing social and emotional connections. It
gives people a sense of belonging and is important for human development and for
survival.

The role of proper communication and understanding is important to build any
relationship. Proper communication becomes a myth when one is not connected to other’s
thought completely. Language is the most important thing in case of any interpersonal
relationship or communication. The way we communicate is the most important thing.
Language does not limit itself to only words. Language is more than that.
Communication depends on the language. There are two types of communication or
language. Verbal one and non-verbal one. As we know, if two people communicate with
each other in different languages, in that case, an interpreter is needed. It is clear that
language has a key role in understanding each other in any kind of relationship. Silence is
also a way to understand the other, it involves a deep understanding.
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If one can read the other in silence, then the person can know the other from
inside, how the person truly is. There are different types of interpersonal relationships,
and each type is equally unique. Mainly there are two spheres — the personal sphere and
the professional sphere. The personal sphere belongs to our family, friends, and romantic
encounters, whereas professional relation is strictly work-based. Though these two are the
main types, we also have some kind of relations that we cannot put into either. Like our
relations with neighbours or those relations, we build gradually in the market or just by
passing the way with an auto uncle. These are not personal relationships, yet they have an
appeal to our hearts. There are certain common characteristics in interpersonal relations,
like; accepting and respecting each other, empathy, reciprocity, setting common goals,
giving advice, solving problems, etc.

Problems in Today’s Interpersonal Relationships

Human beings thrive on relationships. Human beings can not live alone, they
need relationships to exist as a person. The particular role in relationships can define
different sides of the whole identity of a person. Interpersonal relations become
influential in living as a person. As, human beings live in a community, and community
gives space to the individual to grow as a person, to become what one desires to become.
Without a community, man is alienated. In today’s fast technological world, people are
becoming more and more lonely. Nowadays, everyone suffers from stress and anxiety.
With the help of the supportive and meaningful interpersonal relations, this issue can be
healed.

Another problem arises: despite living in communities from the primitive ages to
today's highly scientific-technological age, our science and technology have progressed
so much that we now also have Als to share our workload, who can work for us. We
progressed scientifically to northern heights, and with the blessing of the internet, we can
get access to any kind of information from any corner of the world. Just pressing one
button we can destroy an entire civilization. We have become so much more powerful
now! With great power comes great responsibility. Are we aware of it? We are landing on
the moon. We are progressing scientifically to new heights, but how much have we
progressed as a human being? We dress like civilized people and talk like one, but are we
truly civilized?

Today’s social media gives us another platform to communicate with each other
to express ourselves. Then, what is the reason behind the lack of depth in our
relationships today? In social media, we try to show an image of a perfect life and
pretend to be someone. Our friend list may cross thousands, but do we have a single
person who can be trusted fully, to count on, and lean on during our darkest days? Karl
Marx pointed alienation as the fundamental evil of capitalist society. We may gain many
acquaintances or sycophants by being influential or having a certain social status. We can
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be surrounded by them, but our lives will still lack that one honest, true friend. Our
existence becomes pointless with no meaningful relations. However, we never wanted
that. We fall into this situation, not always by our choice. We have become such a way as
a part of a consumer society where everything is a commodity, be it things or human
beings. Our relationships have become transactional now. We make relations and friends
based on the usefulness of that person. That means, how much I can benefit from that
person decides the closeness of that relationship. We treat another person as an object.
Unconditional love in parental relationships has become a myth, too. Sometimes, it is
shown that parents view their child as an investment. Children have to fulfil the
requirements of their parents to get support and confirmation. In the outside world, we
have to prove ourselves all the time. But inside our home, if we have to do the same,
where is our safe place?

These problems we face because our interpersonal relationships are mainly I-It
relations, as Buber would say. If we could transcend into an I-Thou relation, then these
issues will be resolved. Let us now understand what I-1t and I-Thou relations are from the
Philosophy of Martin Buber.

Martin Buber’s Stand on Interpersonal Relationship

Martin Buber was a 20th-century existentialist philosopher who happened to be a
Jew and was one of the most prolific and influential Jewish intellectuals of his time. His
early writings were mainly on mysticism and religion. Later, he concentrated on
dialogical philosophy. Buber is considered the father of dialogical philosophy. His
famous book | and Thou is a work on the philosophy of dialouge; he shows how our life
becomes meaningful by engaging into authentic relationships. He develops his
philosophy of dialogue further in his later works, Between Man and Man and The
Knowledge of Man: A Philosophy of Interhuman.

Dialogical psychotherapy, a branch of psychotherapy, was influenced by Buber’s
Philosophy of Dialogue.

e Jand Thou

Buber’s magnum opus | and Thou is written in aphorisms. The book has
three parts. In the first part, Buber shows the human condition in the world. The
second part discusses human life on a societal level, and in the last part we see an
individual’s relation to God.

The book starts with —

“To man the world is twofold, in accordance with his twofold attitude.

The attitude of man is twofold, in accordance with the twofold nature of
the primary words which he speaks.
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The primary words are not isolated words, but combined words.
The one primary word is the combination I-Thou.

The other primary word is the combination I-It ; wherein, without a
change in the primary word, one of the words He and She can replace It.

Hence the | of man is also twofold.

For the of I the primary word I-Thou is a different | from that of the
primary word I-It.” (Buber 3)

According to Buber, human beings always exist in relation, i.e., | is always
relational. That means, | or any individual is always understood within relations, from
tiny centian being to God, it accommodates every other in this ambit. There are three
spheres in the world human beings engage into relations: first- the life with nature,
second- the life with men and the third spehere is about life with intelligible forms. By
engaging into each relation, one can refer to another either as It or Thou. Only God can
not be reducible into It; every relation is not static; it goes through some tension, so, It
can become Thou anytime, and Thou becomes an It too in no time. As Buber says,

“ But this is the exalted melancholy of our fate, that every Thou in our
world must become an It.” (Buber 16)

By the coinage of these word pairs I-It and the I-Thou Buber meant, the very
connotation of It, gives a sense of object, whereas the word Thou is always uttered with a
deep reverence. The two primary word pairs I-1t and I-Thou are not out of the league. The
primary word I-Thou can only be spoken with the whole being. In case of I-1t, it does not
involve the whole being. I-Thou relation offers mutuality, openness, directness,
presentness, intensity, acceptance, understanding, perceiving, and equality. This
recognizes the deep humanity of the other person; it unfolds in a unique present moment
with spontaneity. The relation is always reciprocal. | and Thou are mutually dependent
upon each other. I-Thou relation is characterized by encounter, whereas I-1t is always
experiencing and using the other as an object. It is the typical subject-object relationship,
a means to an end. There is a lack of mutuality, reciprocity, and acceptance in the I-It
relationship.

“I perceive something. I am sensible of something.

| imagine something. | will something. | feel something.

I think something. The life of human beings does not consisit of all this
and this alone.

This and like together establish the realm of It.
But the realm of Thou has a different basis.
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When Thou is spoken, the speaker has no thing for his object.

When Thou is spoken, the speaker has no thing ; he has indeed nothing.
But he takes his stand in relation.” (Buber 4)

All accumulation of information is always It. We generally see interpersonal
relations in I-1t form, where relations are based on utility. Other is viewed in abstraction,
not in whole being; one is seeming. Another characteristic of I-It relation is speechifying
instead of personal making present. Instead of perceiving one judge the other, instead of
unfolding, there is imposition. There is always a power tension between interpersonal
relations, a constant push-pull, and manipulation. There is a lack of safe space within the
bond. A relationship becomes meaningful and deep by mutual trust and respect. A
relationship should be a space where individuals can express themselves fully; they can
become. I-Thou relation offers that. Cornelia Muth, in her article, How to teach
intersubjectivity says, “For Buber, intersubjectivity is therefore a human space between
two subjects that neither of them can control or manipulate.” (Muth 204)

e Distance and Relation

Distance is the precondition for the emergence of relation, whether I-Thou or I-It.
Human beings find themselves primarily distanced and differentiated,; it is our choice
to then thin or thicken the distance by entering into an I-Thou relation with an other
or withdrawing into an I-It mode of existence. I-Thou relation needs a balance
between distance and relation. Both the individuals are neither completely separated
nor submerged into each other. I-Thou relationship is paradoxical. If one gets fused to
other, the person becomes It, or if both are much separated, then it is also an I-It
relation. I-Thou relation would follow a balance between being really close to
someone and yet far enough to retain one’s individuality. It is about both proximity
and distance. I-Thou relation is like two parallel straight lines, where two lines never
dissect into each other. It is an interdependent relationship where the identity of both
people remains firm, yet they share an intimate space. If we try to give a diagram, it
would be I + 1 =1 I, where ‘I’ represents each individual, ‘+’ represents their coming
together, ‘I I’ represents their distance and relation, where both people are coming
together but are not fused into each other.

According to Sartre, we have a tendency to escape from freedom and fall into
bad faith because the anxiety of freedom is not easy to bear. We escape from our
authentic being by depending ourselves into God or pleasures or into unmindful living.
We are falling from our true authentic selves to an inauthentic existence. I-Thou relation
opens a door to being authentic. As it has no thing, there is no search for completeness in
each other. One person encounters with the other. As Buber says, “All real living is
meeting.” (Buber 11)
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On one hand, the I-Thou relation makes me authentic. On the other hand, through
meaningful relationships my life finds its meaning.

e Dialogic Communication

Martin Buber is called the father of the philosophy of dialogue. In his work
Dialogue, Buber discusses three different types of dialogues- genuine dialogue,
technical dialogue, and monologue. Genuine dialogue is the supreme level of
dialogue, where mutuality, immediacy, sincerity, and equality follow. Genuine
dialogue does not require words all the time; it could also mean two people
sharing silence together. This kind of dialogue can be seen only in I-Thou
relations, and this should be the goal of a true and real interpersonal relationship.
Technical dialogues are focused on the urgent need to achieve objective
understanding, striving for mutual benefit. This is a soulless dialougue. Although
monologue engages another individual, but it lacks mutual communication. In
this type of dialogue, one person communicates just to fulfill his/her own needs
for confirmation. Here, no mutuality follows; this can be regarded as anti-
dialogue. Therefore, according to Buber, the monologue only creates an external
image of a friendly dialogue, but here “the dialogue turns into a mere appearance,
a performance.” (Buber 77)

Here, it is very clear that monologue belongs to the I-It relation. Buber further
analyses the reasons behind the monologue. Egocentricism, self-centeredness, self-
differentiation, and hypocrisy are the main reasons for the I-It monologue. Unfortunately,
our time is suffering with this kind of interpersonal relationship. If we want to participate
in a genuine dialogue or a meaningful I-Thou relationship, we must move away from the
preconceptions or prejudices about a person and to accept another individual as a unique
and equal being by perceiving him in his whole being, in his reality.

Conclusion

Martin Buber gives the solution to a meaningful interpersonal relationship very
aptly, however in today’s fast technological world, going to the depth of the solution how
Buber puts it, is very difficult to follow through. I am not hopeful that we ever could
reach an I-Thou relationship. But one thing we can do is to offer a safe space to another
person where one can express himself fully. This demands empathy towards the other. If
we could go beyond our petty selfishness, egoism, and difference of opinion, we could
gradually enter into a more real and fulfilling relationship. For that, we need to be more
accepting in nature. We need to offer a safe space to each other where one can express
oneself fully. We should practice mindful, active listening. One thing we need to
remember is that it is not about only our own self; it is about others, too. I-Thou relation
demands an egalitarian attitude towards each other.
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themes of francophone literature. In the last half-century, many immigrants from
France’s former colonies have made the hexagon their home and have contributed to the
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deemed as “Others”. This kind of “othering” is made manifest in the literary sphere
through the labeling of their works as ‘francophone’, rather than French, by the
publishing industry.
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We all know that literature is a reflection of the society. Historical, political,
economic, social conditions of a place or a country reflect in contemporary literature.
Literature is both a reflection of society, and a maker of culture and identity. As members
of a community, writers cannot help but mirror the social context in which they live and
write, whether directly by choosing to represent events and individuals from their time
realistically, or indirectly by depicting events from other lands and/or times that strongly
connote the author's own reality (usually as a conscious effort, and on rare occasions by
accident). No matter their approach (direct or indirect), the body of work represented by
the literature of a nation can be conceived not only as a history of that nation's literature,
but as the history of that nation's identity in representation (and of identity conflicts
within that nation)., as suggested by Edward Said (1979),

too often literature and culture are presumed to be politically, even historically
innocent; it has regularly seemed otherwise to me, and certainly my study of
Orientalism has convinced me (and | hope will convince my literary colleagues)
that society and literary culture can only be understood and studied together. ,
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In other words, literature actively participates in assessing and shaping the
institutions and individuals it represents (directly or indirectly) because it conveys
ideologies of conformism or, sometimes, ideologies of resistance.

Today | am talking about francophone literature. When literature written in
French language by citizens of other nations like Senegal, morocco, Canada, Algeria etc.
whose official language is French which is called francophone literature. The politics of
identity, immigration, exile, intersexuality, gender, women writers etc. — these are the
main themes of francophone literature. In the last half-century, many immigrants from
France’s former colonies have made the hexagon their home and have contributed to the
country’s literary output. However, these immigrants and their offspring are often
deemed as “Others”. This kind of “othering” is made manifest in the literary sphere
through the labeling of their works as ‘francophone’, rather than French, by the
publishing industry. In the 20" century, when thousands upon thousands of “ Orientals”
populate the immigrant neighborhoods of European cities, official European discourse
cannot take recourse to an inscrutable “ elsewhere”. The imagined Orient no longer
figures as a barbarous external realm to be dominated and civilized. « Les écrivains
francophones souvent eux-mémes des migrants ou des refuges, interviennent dans le
débat controverse sur I’identité nationale et sur la place de I’Islam en France. » ( self-
translation : the francophone authors often they are migrant or refuge or a part of a
debate or a controversy of the national identity and in the place of Islam in France)

Migration has been one of the main topics of socio-political discourse worldwide
since the beginning of the 20th century. They are a consequence of globalization,
manifested by ethnic and cultural fragmentation. The result is a change in the
construction of identities and at the same time a change in the relationship of belonging
to the country. We consider international migration to be an important cultural and social
phenomenon that transforms the identity of the migrant. We can call it a cultural event
that leads to the reconstruction of the perception of the cultural and social community and
the transformation of the cultural image of the so-called home.; Migration, which is
defined by a plurality of possibilities or the search for better opportunities, thus becomes
a tool for the creation of a diversified (multicultural) society. The identity of the migrant
is characterized by otherness (Pondelikova, 2020, p. 54),. The difference in the
possibilities and ways of finding one's place in the world, self-development, but also
better living conditions. Migrants create their communities in the interspace of local and
global communities (Bauman, 2006, p. 65)s. Much stronger is the element of
identification and acquisition of identity, which is not given, fixed and unchanging, but
on the contrary, it is called the so-called multiple identity. No culture is closed and
limited. It is manifested by certain features that migrants coming from another cultural
background must get used to. After arriving in a new country, the process of acculturation
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takes place, which does not automatically mean the loss of one's own cultural identity,
which manifests itself in e.g., the community life of migrant groups, but at the same time
there are interactions with the new cultural environment. At the heart of migration
theories is the notion of diversity because of migration. Diversity refers to plurality, or
difference. Its development is related to the onset of the postmodern period, in which
there is also an increase in the so-called radical plurality. If before, plurality was part of
the whole spectrum of traditional social forms, today it has become a basic choice - the
need for a plurality of contexts, styles, situations, actions. Postmodern man takes plurality
for granted and is in daily contact with it.

In fact, colonialism was not only a power control but it was a cultural control by
the colonizer, in which still colonized people tied to. The struggle of the colonized
subjects for their cultural identity and the social formation of the new independent
nations was an aspect of cultural transformation that led to a conflict with the colonizer's
culture. Many of those countries were in economic and cultural crisis. What characterizes
postcolonial era is the resistance to colonialism and seeking identity to confirm their
independence. Migration is, first and foremost, a normal human activity. Human beings
have always moved from ‘one country, locality, [and] place of residence to settle in
another’. We tend to migrate from the homes of our families or guardians into our own
homes. We migrate between regions, cities and towns. And we also migrate between
countries. The majority of the historical sources on this site are concerned with the latter
type of migration — that between countries — but within the stories of the individuals and
communities collected here all of the other forms of migration are also represented. ¢
Identity of any sort— national, religious, ethnic, cultural, or gender— implies a subject’s,
a human being’s, imaginary relation to her conditions of existence. The stress on the
word imaginary is intended to indicate the fluidity, the unlimited possibilities, and the
shifting nature of identity., There are three different approaches immigrants can apply
when arriving in a new place with a different social system. They can either try to
become just like the local people, leaving behind them their own characteristics linking
them to a different place and culture. The second approach is to emphasize the
similarities they share with the locals, and let the differences remain invisible, at least
while out in public. Thirdly, they can be very ostensible and reify and enforce their
difference and allow it to be the identifying factor that everybody else will see first when
meeting them, creating their very own niche in the new society they have come to.g

The musicians are perhaps the clearest example of the latter case, at least in the
situations where they come to Norway to earn their livelihood as West African musicians.
They certainly, as immigrants, must face countless situations where they negotiate their
identities and show different sides in different situations, depending on where they are
and who the other participants are. All the different approaches mentioned in the
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guotation above can be used by the same individual in different situations, depending on
what is the most useful at the time and in that particular setting. Barth speaks of ”agents
of change”, in cultural contact between different ethnic groups. He says that:

In their pursuit of participation in wider social systems to obtain new
forms of value they can choose between the following basic strategies:
(i) they may attempt to pass and become incorporated in the pre-
established industrial society and cultural group; (ii) they may accept a
‘minority’ status, accommodate to and seek to reduce their minority
disabilities by encapsulating all cultural differentiae in sectors of non-
articulation, while participating in the larger system of the industrialized
group in the other sectors of activity; (iii) they may choose to emphasize
ethnic identity, using it to develop new positions and patterns to organize
activities in those sectors formerly not found in their society, or
inadequately developed for the new purposes. (Barth et al 1969:33.) o

Piot expresses very well how relations and thus obligations towards family,
friends and family friends are important in West African society, and through an example
given by an informant this will be further discussed below.

“If, however, social relationship is presupposed, if the person is
always an aspect of various relationships, we should see this
person as composed of, or constituted by, relationships, rather
than as situated in them. Persons here do not “have”
relationships; they “are” their relations.” (Piot 1999:18)1¢

Postcolonial literature and criticism appeared during and after many countries
gained or struggling for independency. The most themes that both deal with are race,
gender, ethnicity, identity and culture.4

Now | am talking about Fatou Diome and Léonora Miano, born in Senegal and
Cameroon respectively, and living in France, are part of the growing number of diasporic
African writers seeking to transform the landscape of African literature.;, Diome is a
prolific writer whose novel Le Ventre de 1’ Atlantique (2003), translated in 2008 under the
title The Belly of the Atlantic, has garnered a great deal of success due to its humoristic
and yet poignant description of African migrants’ life in France. Miano is a novelist,
essay writer and now a theorist, with Marianne et le garcon noir (2017). In Tels des astres
éteints (2008) Miano discusses the troubling dislocation experienced by African migrants
in France through three distinct voices.;3 Nonetheless, in Miano’s and Diome’s texts, this
hegemony is accompanied by the responsibility placed on sub-Saharan men, regardless of
their age, to earn money and feed their extended families. For Diome, in Le Ventre de
I’ Atlantique: Most of these boys only receive mouths to feed as inheritance. Despite their
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youthfulness, many are already heads of extended families and they are expected to
achieve what their fathers failed to do: get their families out of poverty. They are
harassed by responsibilities that confound them and lead them to desperate solutions.
(Diome [2003] 2005: 182). In Tayeb Salih's novel Season of Migration to the North the
crises of identity related to the imperial power legacy by revealing the idea of otherness,
"the characters of Seasons of Migration show how colonial power dismantled and
transformed modes of identification as such, leaving deeper chasms in how people
experienced life and community.”(Hughes, 1),4. This text depicts procolonized people's
dilemma in constructing or seeking their own identity that differentiate them from what
the colonial system gave them. Laye's father is the village goldsmith, and while his
business is successful, his real claim to fame is his status as a sort of mystic. For
instance, as little Camara plays in his family's hut, he watches as his father lovingly
strokes and talks to a black snake, seemingly charming it. Laye's mother explains to the
boy that the snake is the spirit animal of their people and will guide Laye's father,
giving him wisdom.;s Laye understands that his father possesses special powers
because of his abilities to communicate with the snake. He recounts how his father used
to predict events the day before they happened and how his prophetic skills placed him
in high esteem among the other villagers. Laye's father attempts to share some of his
knowledge with his young son, but the boy is unable to absorb it. This plants the seed
that, even from an early age, Laye's education and destiny were not within the walls of
the family hut, but somewhere else out in the unknown world beyond. Though Laye
grows up in the Guinean village of Kouroussa, he views himself as more a child of the
city than a child of the country. He finds great adventure in visiting his grandmother
and extended family that live in the rural village of Tindican. There, he witnesses the
workers toiling away in the rice fields; he fills with pride when he is finally able to help
them and take part in the harvest. Still, even during what is a momentous experience in
his youth, Laye knows that he will not be a rice-field laborer like those around him.
The inexorable pull of destiny again suggests his fate lays elsewhere. The French aimed
to create African elite of well-educated local people; but these elite would be estranged
from the home life of their own culture. In this context, the absence of European
characters from the book takes on a new, more sinister significance.

For conclusion, we could say that we have to emphasize those African writers
and artists in the 21st century will, and should be encouraged to, claim multiple political
and cultural identities, within national and transnational communities. The critical task is
to understand how African writers and literati (should or ought to) negotiate the complex
changes in the transnational arena, where, by necessity, all intellectuals must operate
across cultures. The authors explore the complexities linked with the leaving their
motherland and navigate in to the new culture and identity.
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Abstract: Arthur Miller was a pioneering American playwright who transformed the
genre with his original and thought-provoking works. His plays, such as "Death of a
Salesman" and "The Crucible", explored the American experience, delving into themes of
family, social disintegration, and the human condition. Miller's unique approach was
characterized by his conservative handling of sensitive issues and his emphasis on the
interconnectedness of the individual and society. His works offered a clear vision of
American life after the Great Depression and the collapse of the American Dream,
making him a major figure in American theatre alongside Eugene O'Neill and Tennessee
Williams.
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Arthur Asher Miller (1915-2005) was one of those revolutionary playwrights
who brought to the American theatre its long awaited originality. He dedicated nearly
sixty years of his life and such plays like All My Sons(1947), Death of a Salesman(1949),
The Crucible(1953), A View from the Bridge(1956), The Price(1968), The Ride down
Mt. Morgan(1992) and The Last Yankee(1993), to the transformation of this genre of
literature. According to Susan C.W. Abbotson, Miller “can be placed alongside Eugene
O’Neill and Tennessee Williams as a major pioneer of the development of a distinctly
American theatre.”(Abbotson 26-27). While O’Neill was America’s first playwright to be
able to present serious ideas about human life and suffering on the stage, Miller and
Williams were famed for dramatizing the pain and agony of the American mind and the
social disintegration of post World War era. Though the subject was same for Miller and
Williams, they were different in their presentation, because Miller was more conservative
in handling these issues than that of Williams. Miller’s plays gave his audience a clear
vision of the shape that the American life took after facing the Great Depression of 1930s
and the collapse of so-called American Dream. In most of his plays he depicted the
failure and disappointments that he himself witnessed in his earlier life. Miller, unlike
other playwrights before him, did not see the society and the individual as two separate
entities. “For Miller”, as Trisha Abraham points out, “the individual is continuous with
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the society, and together they form an aggregate.”(Abraham xxv). Thus when we study
his plays we find these two as one another’s representative.

For a social dramatist like Miller, the study of human nature was a matter of
concern and in most of his plays this made him emphasize the common man’s life, his
position in the large society and especially in his family. According to Abbotson, “the
issue of family, and the relationship which exists between the members of a family, are
(also) of great interest to Miller.” (Abbotson 49). In plays like All My Sons, A View from
the Bridge and the Death of a Salesman portrayal of families is of utmost importance for
the development of protagonists’ messed up lives and to serve the purpose of Miller’s
intention to criticize the society. In All My Sons the Keller family and the Deever family
interacts, in A View from the Bridge the Carbone family story is told and the Death of a
Salesman is about Willy Loman and his family. In each of these cases the values that
bind together all the members of a family are collapsed and the families go on suffering.
Here, in this particular paper, | propose to discuss the erosion of family values of the
Loman as depicted in Death of a Salesman.

Miller’s Death of a Salesman is based on his consideration of the post World War
capitalist society which had dehumanizing effects on the individual and led to its
alienation from near and dear ones. Apparently the play plots the tragic end of a
salesman, Willy Loman, who on the verge of committing suicide tries to defend his past
choices and also wants to correct all his past guilt but realises that there remains no other
way than death. But the play is not about Willy’s tragic end only. In a larger context it is
a play about several human relationships that are hollowed in the journey of achieving
prosperity. It is about the dream of becoming a successful businessman that has kept
people like Willy away from becoming ideal father and honest husband. Thus the play
talks not only of Willy as a failed businessman, but it also depicts a family which consists
of a loyal wife like Linda and two loving sons like Biff and Happy, a family which is
both made and broken by Willy himself. The play in this sense describes the conflict
between the personal values of Willy and the values of a nuclear family that he fails to
understand, as a result of which the picture of a disintegrated family and its broken
relationships are found.

Death of a Salesman unfolds the story of Willy Loman who, is a dreamer and,
considers that, “the man who makes an appearance in the business world, the man who
creates personal interest is the man who gets ahead.” (Salesman 25). For him Dave
Singleman, who stands for material success in the business world, is the idol of his life.
He is thoroughly influenced by his over-confident diamond mine owner brother Ben, who
represents the American Dream, “from rags to riches”. He also admires the way of life
that his salesman father used to live. Thus Willy is portrayed as a man of high ideals. But
these ideals do not remain bound within Willy. He convinces his family to believe in the
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things and the values that he himself idealises. Leah Hadomi rightly says, “Willy not only
tries, albeit unsuccessfully, to live up to his own moral code, he also judges everyone
around him by that code.” (Hadomi 14). As a husband he keeps assuring his wife about
their bright future and Linda blindly follows him. As a father he keeps pouring his own
values into his sons, and especially into the elder one, Biff. He teaches Biff to be “well-
liked”, inspires his interest in sports neglecting his studies and finally prepares him to
become another dreamer like him; even sometimes Willy is found provoking the stealing
habit of his sons and all these lead to the spoilt future of the two sons. Though materially
Happy appears to be more successful than his brother, but as Miller describes, he, like his
elder brother also is “lost” and “confused”. (Salesman 14).

According to Steven R. Centola, Willy “has deceived himself into thinking that
the values of the family he cherishes are inextricably linked with the values of the
business world in which he works.” (Centola 27). But this mixing of two separate kinds
of values not only leaves Willy in a confused state but it also disturbs the psychology of
other members of the family resulting collapsed relationships. The relationship that exists
between Willy and Biff is one such example. As we learn from the past memories of
Willy, Biff is the favourite son of the Loman household and he is loved a lot by his
father. But this father-son relation cannot survive for a long time because of those false
values. The pressure of business world leads Willy to have an illicit affair with a woman
called Miss Francis and the recognition of this relationship leads Biff to erase from his
heart the respect that he has for his father. The incident compels him to call his
previously ideal father, “You phony little fake” and leave the last hope of having a
normal life. (Salesman 95). This recognition of the father’s reality brings to our mind the
second act of Miller’s All My Sons in which the son, Chris comes to know that his father
is the person responsible for the death of many people and it is because of him that his
brother killed himself. This is not the only relationship in the Death of a Salesman that
was shattered by Willy’s false values. The bond of faith between Willy and Linda is also
vitiated. The past memories haunt Willy in such a manner that he loses the balance of his
mind and temper and thus pushes himself away from Linda. He becomes unable to share
his problems and feelings with her. The only people he is able to connect with are the
dead Ben, young Biff from his past memories. Even the deep love and care of Linda fails
to connect their hearts. She tries her best to bring back the previous confidence in her
husband, but no positive outcome is found. The relationship with Charlie and Bernard,
the close neighbours of the Loman family, is also disturbed by Willy and his values.
Their honesty becomes jealousy in the eyes of Willy.

The values of a family lies in its members’ healthy life and psychology because
these can only keep the relationships normal and make the family work as a unit. Willy’s
dream and values make both the lives and the relationships of the Lomans abnormal. In
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spite of living under the same roof they are alternated, unable to mingle freely with each
other. The context of shattered family values can bring into the mind of the readers Sam
Shepard’s play Buried Child (1978), in which the indictment of American family is
depicted through the abnormal relationships and alienation of the family members. But
there is a basic difference between these two plays. A close reading of Death of a
Salesman can show that, though the Lomans are unable to connect with each other,
unable to understand themselves and especially unable to understand the meaning of a
‘family’, they never fail to love each other from the deepest core of their hearts. But this
element of love between family members is missing in Shepard’s play. Even when Willy
is portrayed as blind imitator of the image of an ideal salesman and a pursuer of
American Dream of success, he is never depicted only as a businessman. He never
forgets that he is a father and a hushand too.

Centola rightly comments, “while yearning from success, Willy...wants to
retrieve the love and respect of his family” (Centola 27). Left by his own father at a very
early age, he remains obsessed with his image of a father, as he asks Ben, “I’m afraid that
I’m not teaching them the right kind of-Ben, how should I teach them?” (Salesman 40).
He tries his best to provide everything to his family, especially Biff, and when he realizes
that he has nothing to give; he even tries to kill himself to leave the insurance money for
them. Linda is the representative of an ideal wife and mother. She understands each of
the Lomans. According to Trisha Abraham points out, Linda “tries to instill family values
in her two sons”’(Abraham xxxiii). Even Biff who fails to respect his father always care
for him, love him more than himself. He, like Linda, understands his father and the real
nature of his dreams, as he depicts in the Requiem scene, “He had the wrong dreams. All,
all, wrong.”(Salesman 110). It is only Happy who fails to realize the truth of his father
and at the end he prepares himself to start his life as another salesman.

According to Malcolm Goldstein, as cited by Trisha Abraham, the effects of
fascism, the Great Depression and McCarthyism were too real for a Jew like Arthur
Miller and perhaps that is the reason for which the values of love and care that lie in the
heart of the family have got the utmost importance in his plays. He has never been able
erase these values from the characters he has presented. With the understanding of values
he creates a Linda, who is the incarnation of love, loyalty and toleration, a Willy is
created who, unlike his own father and brother, fails to find his existence without his
family, and a Biff is presented who never stops loving his parents. So, it can be
concluded that, though in the surface level the play depicts the collapse of American
family values, it actually depicts the love that remains after the collapse. Even in their
deepest personal frustration the Lomans never forget their relations with each other. In
the conflict between the false values of a capitalist society and the values of a family, the
family-values are eroded but the family, as a whole, is never defeated. At the end, only a
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guestion of making choice remains for the audience that whether a man should be
contended with whatever he has and enjoy the bliss of family life, or he should blindly
follow an unreachable world of material success that can smash the family into pieces.
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Abstract: This paper explores the representation of uncertainty through fuzzy sets,
particularly in situations where evidence is incomplete or inaccurate. The concept of
fuzzy measures is introduced, which assigns a value to each crisp set to represent the
dimension of evidence or certainty of membership. The paper distinguishes between
fuzzy set theory and fuzzy measures, highlighting the latter's focus on assigning values to
crisp sets based on belief or evidence. Theories of evidence, including "belief measure"
and "plausibility measure", are also discussed.
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The fuzzy set prescribed as a porter from a crisp set to a closed interval [0, 1]
delivers an instinctively attractive way of representing one type of uncertainty. Let's take
an example — jurors in a criminal case who are uncertain about the guilt or innocence of
the defendant. Uncertainty appears to be different in this situation. The set of guilty
persons of the crime and the set of innocent persons are therefore assumed to have so
different boundaries. So, the concern is not with the dimension to which the accused is
guilty, but with the dimension to which the evidence demonstrates his membership in a
crisp set of guilty persons or in a crisp set of innocent persons. We undertake that the
accurate evidence will indicate full membership in one, and only one of these sets.
However, our evidence is infrequently, if ever, accurate, and few uncertainties generally
be accepted. To represent such uncertainties, it can be assigning a value to each
possibilistic crisp set to which the component in question might belong. In this value will
points out the dimension of evidence or certainty to the membership of component in
specified set. The representation of this uncertainty is identified as the measurement of
fuzzy set, and this approach somewhat deferent from the consignment of membership
grades to the theory of fuzzy sets. As for the latter case, each component of the universal
set is consigned a value, which refers to the dimension of the membership in a specific
set that has unsharp boundaries. In the other case, the fuzzy measure consigns a value to
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each crisp set of the universal set, which refers the dimension of belief or evidence that
the set contains a particular component. In light of the discussion, theories of evidence
based primarily on “belief measure” and “plausibility measure” are denoted by “Bel” and
“P1” respectively. These two dimensions of evidence theory are dual in nature and can be
seen as follows:

For a set “A” and its complement “A”, the “measure of belief” and the “measure
of plausibility” both follow the two inequalities such as:

“Bel (A)+Bel (A)<1”......... Q)
and
“Pl(A)+PI(A)>1"......... (2)

Each of the measure of belief is connected with a measure of plausibility and these
are associated by the following two relations:

“Pl(A)=1—Bel (A)"......... 3
and
“Bel (A) =1 — PI (A)” ......... (@)

The “measurement of belief” and the “measurement of plausibility” are therefore
mutually exclusive.

An evidence theory like a special portion that represents only with evidence
bodies whose focal components are nested is denote to as possibilistic theory. The special
complements of the “measures of belief” and the “measures of plausibility” in
probabilistic theory are called “necessity measures” and “possibilistic measures”
respectively. Possibilistic theory like to be stated not only for nested bodies of evidence,
but also for fuzzy sets. Possibilistic theories this alternative formulation is suggestive
because fuzzy sets, like possibilistic bodies of evidence, are also formulated on the
classes of nested sets. The possibilistic measure is directly connected to the fuzzy set
through accompanying probabilistic distribution functions. The “measure of belief” and
the “measure of plausibility” can be conveniently considered by the following function:

“m:P(X)-[01]"......... (5)
such that
“m(®)=0"......... (6)
and
Yaeppym@A=1"......... (7)



This function is termed as a fundamental probabilistic assignment. The
fundamental property of belief measure is a feeble version of the additive property of the
probabilistic measure. For detail one can see {cf. [1], [2], [3], [4] & [5]}.

Philosophy Behind Probability

Probability is an evaluative concept that is central to questions in inductive logic.
But like causation, it also has different meanings. Let us account the three following
statements:

Statement 1: The probability of picking a diamond from a full deck of
cards is one-fourth.

Statement 2: The probability that a twenty year old man will live to age
seventy-five is .63.

Statement 3: There is a high probability that Reshma and Satish will get
married.

The word “probability” is used in a different sense in each statement. This
difference arises from the statement that a different approach is used to determine or
estimate the probability in each case. To define the probability of picking a diamond from
a deck of cards, a purely mathematical approach is used. Given that a deck contains fifty-
two cards and which has thirteen diamonds, thirteen is divided by fifty-two and to get a
guarter, i.e., one-forth. A different approach is used to determine the probability that a
twenty year old man will live to the age of seventy-five years. This requires one to
sample a large number of twenty year olds and calculate the number who live another
fifty-five years. Another different approach is used to define the probability that Reshma
and Satish will get married. This probability can only be roughly guessed, and to do so
we prerequisite to get to know Reshma and Satish and how they feel about each other for
getting marriage. These three approaches about probability theory refer to three different
form of probabilistic theory, such as the Classical form of probabilistic theory, the
Relative frequency form of probabilistic theory, and Subjectivist form of probabilistic
theory respectively.

Probabilistic Theory Versus Possibilistic Theory

In light of the above discussion one may be interested in comparing probabilistic
theory with possibilistic theory and using this comparison to compare probabilistic theory
with fuzzy set theory. It may be established that probabilistic theory and possibilistic
theory are different, and neither is incorporated under the other. The best approach to
compare the probabilistic and possibilistic concepts of uncertainty is to appraise the two
theories from a wider outlook. Such an outlook is offered by evidence theory, of which
probabilistic theory and possibilistic theory are familiar as special branches. As is clear
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from their mathematical properties, probability, necessity, and possibility measures do
not overlap with each other except for a very special measure, which is categorized by
only one focal component, i.e., the “singleton”. The two distribution functions
representing “probability” and “possibility” become equal for this measure: one
component of the universal set is allocated the value 1, all other components are allocated
the value 0. It is noticeably the only measure that presents absolute evidence. Some
characteristics of the relationship between probabilistic theory and possibilistic theory
can be examined in more detail. Although possibilistic theory is based on two dual
measures, which are special versions of plausibility measures and belief measures, and
probabilistic theory corresponds to that subfield of evidence theory where plausibility
measures and belief measures are equal. This consequences from a vital difference in the
construction of the respective bodies of evidence. Although probabilistic bodies of
evidence consist of singletons, possibilistic bodies of evidence are included of the nested
sets. Both probabilistic and possibilistic measure are exclusively signified by distribution
functions, but their normalization requirements are so dissimilar. The values of each
probabilistic distribution must add to 1, while the largest value for the possibilistic
distribution must be 1. In addition, the latter requirement can be abandoned if
possibilistic theory is framed out in terms of fuzzy sets. Probabilistic theory is a perfect
tool for ratifying uncertainty in circumstances where class frequencies are known or
where evidence is based on the results of a sufficiently long series of independent random
experimentations. In the other case, possibilistic theory is a perfect tool for ratifying
incomplete information exposed in terms of fuzzy statements. These differences in the
mathematical possessions of the two theories make each theory apposite for
demonstrating certain types of uncertainty and less apposite for demonstrating another

types.

It is noticeable that the mathematical framework of evidence theory allows us to
determine and deal with interval-valued probabilities. Because of their properties,
plausibility measures and belief measures can be explained as upper and lower
probability estimates. In this expiation, two dual measures, “Bel” and “PI”, are employed
to form intervals as:

“IBel (A), PI (A)] foreach A € P (X)”,

which are seen as an inaccurate estimation of probabilistic theory. These
estimations are executed from the rough evidence revealed by the initial probabilistic
assignment function. Possibilistic theory can be also explained in terms of interval-valued
probabilistic, provided that the normalization requirement is applied. Because the nested
framework of the evidence, the estimated probabilistic intervals are not completely
arbitrary. If we denote the probability of an arbitrary set A by “Pos (A)” and if “Pos (A) <
17, then the estimated probability interval should be as:
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“[0, PI (A)]”.
If “Bel (A) > 07, then the estimated probabilistic interval as:
“[Bel (A), 1]”.

It is well-known that probabilistic theory has multiple explanations. Similarly,
possibilistic theory also has multiple explanations. Observing possibility and necessity
measures as upper and lower probabilistic opens a bridge between the two theories,
allowing us to reconcile some clarifications of the probabilistic theory with interval-
valued probabilities of the possibilistic type. However, other clarifications of the
possibilistic theory, completely separated to probabilistic theory, appear to be more
fundamental. Although clarifications of the probabilistic theory are still less advanced
than their probabilistic counterparts, already it is well-known that the possibilistic theory
delivers a connection between fuzzy sets and probabilistic theory. While some
clarifications of possibilistic theory are associated with probabilistic theory, other
clarifications are not like that. When information about some event is given in both
probable and possible terms, the two descriptions should be consistent in some sense. In
other words we can clarify that the probabilistic measure — “Pro”, and the possibilistic
measure — “Pos”, both defined in “P (X)”, the two measures must satisfy some
compatibility condition. Although several compatibility conditions may be essential, the
weakest one that is intuitively acceptable can be stated as follows: an event which is
some degree probable must be at least to the same degree possible, and consequently, the
weakest compatibility condition is formally stated by the inequality as:

“Pro (A) < Pos (A), forall AeP (X)”......... (8)

In the other case, the strongest compatibility condition would require that any
event must be entirely possible with nonzero probability. Formally it can be stated as:

“Pro (A) >0=Pos(A)=1,foral AEP (X)”......... )

Other compatibility conditions can also be formulated which are stronger than
relation (8) and weaker than relation [9].

The degree of probabilistic-possibilistic compatibility between “Pro” and “Pos”,
symbolized by “c (p, r)” can be defined in terms of the corresponding probabilistic
distribution function “p” and the possibilistic distribution function “r”” by the formula as:

“cN=Yyex p@ .7 ......... (10)

The following diagram ensures the relationship amongst different measures of
uncertainty including possibility and probability.
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FUZZY MEASURES: monotonic and continuous or semi continuous

PLAUSIBILITY MEASURES:

Subadditive and continuous
from below

PROBABILITY
MEASURES:
additive

POSSIBILITY
BELIEF MEASURES: MEASURES
Superadditive
and continuous

from above

crisp

NECESSITY
MEASURE

Conclusion

In conclusion, this paper has explored some philosophical aspects of the theories
of probability and possibility. We have examined the conceptual foundations of
probability theory, highlighting the challenges of defining probability and the various
interpretations that have been proposed. We have also discussed the concept of
possibility, exploring its relationship to probability and the ways in which it has been
understood in different philosophical traditions.

Our analysis has highlighted the complexities and nuances of these concepts, and
the ways in which they are intertwined. We have seen how different philosophical
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perspectives can shed light on the nature of probability and possibility, and how these
concepts can inform our understanding of the world.

Ultimately, this paper has demonstrated the value of philosophical inquiry into
the theories of probability and possibility. By examining the conceptual foundations of
these theories, we can gain a deeper understanding of the ways in which we think about
uncertainty and potentiality. This, in turn, can inform our approaches to a wide range of
fields, from mathematics and statistics to philosophy and science.

As we move forward, it is clear that there is still much work to be done in
exploring the philosophical aspects of probability and possibility. We hope that this paper
has contributed to this ongoing conversation, and we look forward to continuing the
discussion in future research.
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Abstract: Society has marginalised the Sex Workers. This is a profession which was
prevalent from ancient times. Since then their main problems remain same till today. Sex
Workers and their children face many problems, among which health related problems
are most important. This paper is mainly about the health related problems faced by sex
workers and their children. Specifically some Sexually Transmitted Diseases are also
discussed. On the basis of these discussions finally some relevant policy suggestions are
also framed out.

Keywords: Sex Workers, Sex Workers’ Children, Physical Health, Mental Health,
Sexually Transmitted Diseases.

Introduction

Prostitution is one of the oldest professions of the world practiced since the birth
of the organized society. Prostitution is practiced in almost all the countries and every
type of society. But since the very primitive time period their main problems remain
same till today. According to the definition of society Sex Workers are also a part of it
but they are not accepted at all by rest of the society. As a member of the society they
also have equal rights just like other members. They must have right to enjoy a free and
normal life and right to access all the opportunities of a normal social life. They should
have right to build family life and right to bring new generation and proper nurturing for
their children. And above all they have the right to build them and their children into
ideal human being with respect. Till today they are far away from our societal system
both mentally and physically. At this present study initially a brief discussion of different
types of sex workers are illustrated and various health issues of sex workers and their
children are discussed thereafter.

Types of sex workers

Sex workers can generally be divided into four categories: Red Light Area based
Sex Workers, Residence based Sex Workers, Hotel based Sex Workers and Street based
Sex Workers.
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o Red Light Area based Sex Workers

The girls who earn a living by performing sex work from red light area are called
Red Light Area based Sex Worker. These sex workers are again divided into three
groups. Namely: ‘Gharwali’ or ‘Madam’Sex Workers, ‘Hired” Sex Workers and ‘Chukdi’
or ‘Chimri’ Sex Workers.

Two more types of sex workers were seen in Sonagachi, Kolkata. They are Adhia
sex worker and Udal sex worker. Adhia sex workers give half of what they earn to
Gharwalis. And Udal sex workers come from the villages outside Kolkata, have sex work
in a Gharwali’s house and return home at the end of the day. In this case, they make some
payment to Gharwali for each sex work. This type of sex workers are only seen in big
cities or towns.

e Residence based Sex Workers

Sex workers who rent rooms in different parts of the city and keep themselves
and other sex workers with them and secretly engage in sex work are called Residence
based Sex Workers. However, some girls from cities or villages secretly come to these
houses and provide sex services and return home.

e Hotel based Sex Workers

Sex workers who works under contract with hotel managers are called Hotel
based Sex Workers. These girls come from different urban or village areas, stay in the
hotel all day and return home after providing sexual services.

e  Street based Sex Workers

Sex workers who do sex work on public places like streets, bridges, parks etc. are
called Street based Sex Workers.

Beside these, there are three more types of sex workers called: MSM (Men sex
with Men, also known as Koti), Transgender Sex Workers and Coastal Sex Workers.
Coastal Sex Workers refer to sex workers who usually stay on river banks and take
clients to various locations by boat. Passengers take these sex workers with them in
exchange of money to accompany them on their way to a distant place.

Problems Faced by Children of Sex Workers

The children of all types of sex workers are deprived of even the most basic
human rights. Many reasons can be highlighted for the problems faced by sex-workers’
children, like, Sex-workers’ children are always embarrassed over their family situation;
Lack of financial funds is another major problem for them as financial resources for
education cannot be supplied by the family members of these special children; Especially
the girl’s situation becomes worst as they have to face a lot of pressure to continue to the
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family tradition for earning, another crucial problem is lack of space to study at home for
which they are not motivated to learning; Weak students are also unable to get remedial
classes due to shortage of financial funds; These special children are bound to quit the
schools many times due to abuse from outside world and teasing within the school and
outside school hours; These type of students cannot adjust with other class-mates in their
school and also other outside people and so mal-adjustment behavior in grown up in their
nature; Sex-workers’ children faces emotional problem specifically relating to their
mothers; They are not also comfortable to make friendship or invite friends in their
homes and as a result gradually they become isolated; Also alcoholism habit of mothers
is emotional problem for the kids.

Physical and Mental Health of the Sex Workers and Their Children

According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), “Health is a state of
complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of any
disease or infirmity.” Significant scientific research-based experimental health awareness
initiatives are now being taken on the health of both women and men. Instead of the
traditional thinking, women's health today is viewed from a much more scientific point of
view. Women's health traditionally means only the ability to produce children, that is,
reproduction. But today, at the twenty-first century, health can be explained in detail.
Women's health, specifically physical health and mental well-being of this special section
of women, that is, sex workers are especially important. As a result of which, issues of
suffering sex workers by different diseases like puberty, reproduction, abortion, feticide,
HIV etc. are highlighted.

Health Issues of Sex Workers Mothers and Their Children in Previous Days

Today the issues like, suffering various infectious diseases, reproductive health,
child health care of sex workers are very important. Presently very little care is taken for
physical health as well as mental health of them. At one time it was observed that due to
lack of proper information about sex workers’ health and health-service problems, the
death rate of childbearing mothers was much higher. Due to lack of proper health care
services, delivery of the baby was made in house by local lady called ‘daima’. The child
was born in their hands. There was no presence of doctor. In many cases mother and/or
child died at the time of delivery due to several complications. And even after the birth of
the child, the care of the new-born child and the mother was not proper due to lack of
awareness and so many superstitions. It resulted the death of both mother and child by
fatal diseases very often. Excessive bleeding after childbirth led to death of the sex
worker mothers in anaemia. And it was common in red light areas of both cities and
villages. Again, children were seen to be infected with various diseases due to lack of
vaccines such as polio, pneumonia, diarrhoea, smallpox, diphtheria etc. And all of these
diseases led to the death of children. At that time it was seen that there was no
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vaccination system for expectant sex worker mothers. There were no blood tests, no
ultrasonography, and no health care for this marginalised section at that time, adequately.

Health Issues of Sex Workers Mothers and Their Children in Recent Days

Today the situation has changed a little bit. In that case some measures are taken
by the government. Such as hospital arrangements, health centres, health workers are
appointed by the government (called ‘AshaKormi’, free medical care, etc.). Accurate
information-based medical care by Gram Panchayat health workers has significantly
changed the health care system. Even sex workers are able to take these advantages. At
present, the provision of free childbirth in government hospitals and health care through
maternal treatment has become very important. Awareness has been steadily rising
through the celebration of World Breastfeeding Day on 7th August each year.

It is very important for the mother and her family to be aware of the health issues
before giving birth to a child. Proper feeding and treatment of the mother before the birth
of the baby, no risky work or heavy work, regular doctor's visits, various injections
before the baby is born, blood tests, and the mother's mental health — all of these are the
areas to pay special attention to. During this time the mother's hormonal changes cause
changes in her behaviour. As a result, it is very important for the family to be by her side
and understand her. In that case mental health is especially important. But the problem is
that both physical health and mental health is given negligible importance in the case of
these expectant sex worker mothers. However, at present some members of N.G.0.s go to
the expectant sex worker mothers and give advice to them on various issues, such as how
to take care of herself, how to eat and drink, when she needs treatment, etc. Another
major problem is that after the birth of a child in a red light area both the mother and the
child are not kept in a suitable hygienic place. Due to the lack of health knowledge about
mother and child, deterioration of health conditions of both of them is noticeable very
often in these areas. It is very important to keep the baby and the mother in a healthy
place as per the doctor's advice after birth, as there is a strong possibility of infection
between the two at this time. However, the lack of health awareness is still particularly
noticeable. It is also necessary to rest completely for three to six months after delivery as
per the doctor's advice. But the sex worker mothers are forced to start their sex work even
within a few days after their delivery. These in turn deteriorate the health of the sex
worker mothers.

Before the birth of a child, it is very important for the pregnant sex worker
mothers to get tested for HIV, a sexually transmitted disease, so that a healthy child can
be born. But the issue of healthcare is being taken less seriously in all parts rural and
urban red light areas. Health care awareness and appropriate guidance is very much
needed for this particular section of the society.
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Physical Health of Sex Workers’ Children

The next stage of a child's birth is even more important. Growing up in a family
and improving their mental and physical health is very important. In this case mother and
other women of the family have to play a very important role. So first of all it is
necessary to discuss that if the health of the sex worker mothers is not good then raising a
child becomes a difficult issue. From the time the baby is born, for the next ten years,
they should be careful so that the child should be vaccinated. In the past, children were
not vaccinated because of poor health awareness. For which these children were affected
with various diseases and even died. At present, different types of vaccines are given
from the health centre after child birth. Health awareness camps need to raise awareness
and promote various issues, such as using clean water, breastfeeding after birth, drinking
ORS in case of dysentery and most importantly improving mental health. Even in red
light areas there are gender discriminating customs. As a result, there is a difference
between a boy and a girl in their family. The idea of having a daughter means social
burden and having a son means protection of the family is still prevalent in these areas.
The principle that girls will do household-work and boys will earn money can still be
observed.

When children enter adolescence through childhood, there are physical and
mental changes in them. This physical change comes a little earlier in girls than in boys.
So the most important time is this puberty. The changes that can be noticed during this
time are mainly physical, emotional and peripheral changes. Changes in the body can be
observed as a result of the hormones like estrogen and progesterone. Sudden physical
changes affect mental health. Different curiosities cause different thoughts in children.
Due to which they are involved in various misconceptions. This causes various problems
like sexually transmitted diseases, even HIV in children. The reason for this may be that a
lot of information about sex is unknown to children due to lack of proper sex education.

Mental Health of Sex Workers’ Children

The mental health of sex worker children is deeply involved in the growth and
development of them. The lack of mental health awareness is seen to lead to various
problems. That is why awareness is being raised everywhere in the society. The family
plays a significant role in developing mental health. As a result of unrest in the family,
various problems are seen. Domestic violence is one of the most sensitive issues.
Daughters are neglected in different sex worker families, even seen with the eyes of the
curse. Psychologically it is seen that the growth and development of a child depends
directly on the environment. Proper application of the instructions reveals the practical
side of a child. The ideal environment improves mental health. On the other hand,
unhealthy environment causes changes in the child's behaviour.
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Some Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Diseases which are usually transmitted through unprotected sexual intercourse
are called Sexually Transmitted Diseases caused by different types of germs such as
bacteria, viruses, fungi or protozoa. Different types of bacteria, viruses, protozoa, fungi
etc. are responsible for these diseases. There are some sexually transmitted diseases that
can be transmitted without sexual intercourse, such as: AIDS: from mother to foetus,
through syringe or needle, through blood, through breast milk; Syphilis: from mother to
foetus etc.

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS)

It is caused by Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). HIV is a virus that
attacks the immune system of human body. Early signs of HIV include: headache, aching
muscles, fever, sore throat, fatigue, a red rash that doesn't itch, usually on torso, swollen
lymph nodes, ulcers (sores) in mouth, esophagus, anus, or genitals etc.

Bartholinitis (Cituli): It is caused by blockage in the Bartholin’s glands (Greater
Vestibular Gland), between the vulva and the vagina and there is the appearance of
swelling of the vagina.

Candidiasis: It is caused by yeast, which is a type of fungus, called Candida and it
causes white curd-like discharge.

Chancroid: It is caused by the bacteria Haemophilusducrei and it is a type of genital
ulcer.

Chlamydia: It is caused by the bacteria Chlamydia trachomatis and there is the
appearance of white pus-like discharge.

Condylomaabusinata (Genital Warts): It is caused by caused by human papillomavirus
(HPV) and it is a red wart that looks like cauliflower.

Donovanosis: It is caused by the intracellular gram-negative bacterium and it is a type of
genital ulcer.

Genital Herpes: It is caused by the herpes simplex virus and it causes a blister-like rash.

Gonorrhea: It is caused by a bacteria Neisseria gonorrhoeae Bacterium and there is the
appearance of white pus-like discharge.

Hepatitis B: It is caused by the hepatitis B virus (HBV) and it is a vaccine-preventable
liver infection. It is spread when blood, semen, or other body fluids enters the body from
an infected person. Early signs of Hepatitis B include: fever, vomiting, loss of appetite,
dark urine, nausea, abdominal pain, clay-colour bowel movements etc.

LymphogranulomaVenereum (LGV): It is caused by a particular strain of bacteria,
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called Chlamydia trachomatis and there is the appearance of swelling of the groin.

Molluscumcontagiosum: It is caused by a poxvirus namely, Molluscumcontagiosum
virus and it causes small bump, lumps, or redness in skin, which can appear in the face,
neck, arms, legs, abdomen, and genital area, alone or in groups.

PID (Pelvic Inflammatory Disease): It is an infection in reproductive organs of a
woman and is caused by some Sexually Transmitted Diseases, like chlamydia and
gonorrhea. It is lower abdominal pain and palpitations during intercourse.

Scabies: It is a parasitic infestation and caused by Sarcoptesscabiei var. hominis. It
causes bumps, redness, itching or skin burrow.

Syphilis: It is a chronic bacterial disease caused by bacteria Treponemapallidum and it
causes a type of sore in the first stage. In the second stage the symptoms of rashes, high
fever and joint ache appear. And the final stage is a symptomless stage, organ
degeneration takes place and the person usually dies in very severe cases.

Trachomoniasis: It is caused by a protozoan parasite Trichomonasvaginalis and there is
the appearance of watery white discharge with foam and vaginal itching.

Vaginitis: risk for diabetic patient, especially after taking antibiotics or steroids.
Candidalbalanitis: risk for diabetic patient; Following are the different types of Sexually
Transmitted Diseases:

There are some general symptoms of sexually transmitted diseases, in case of
both men and women, like, burning or pain during urination, pain inside and outside the
genitals, one or more painful or painless blisters or sores inside and outside the genitals,
painful or pearly warts in the groin etc. Some symptoms of sexually transmitted diseases
particularly in women are: abnormal vaginal discharge which may be bloody, foul-
smelling, pus, curdled or watery, abdominal pain, irregular bleeding from the genitals,
burning or itching in and around the vagina, pain during intercourse etc. Some symptoms
of sexually transmitted diseases particularly in men are: urinary discharge of men, like
gum, with great burning.

Major causes of sexually transmitted diseases are like, Polygamy, poverty, family
turmoil and isolation, marital problems, rapid urbanisation, distance from relatives for
work, excessive alcohol consumption, immature emotions etc.

If a pregnant woman is infected with a sexually transmitted disease then it is very
risky for her own health and also for the health of the foetus. For example, if a pregnant
woman is infected with Syphilis, loss of the baby's organs may occur even it may cause
to death of the foetus. If a pregnant woman is infected with Gonorrhea or Chlamydia, the
child’s eyes are affected and the child may become blind.
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If sexually transmitted diseases are not treated properly it may cause infertility
(in case of both female and male), birth of a disabled child, miscarriage, stillbirth, urinary
tract block in case of men and above all, the chances of contracting HIV.

If a person is suffering from sexually transmitted disease blood test and medicine
should be taken according to the advice of an experienced doctor. If medicine is not taken
regularly and properly as prescribed by the doctor, symptoms of the disease may appear
again.

Sexually transmitted diseases can be re-transmitted from an infected person to a
healthy person through unprotected (without condom) during sexual intercourse. Disease
like Syphilis can be spread from mother to child through contaminated needles or
equipment used by a syphilis infected person, or by the transfusion of infected blood
from an infected person to a healthy person and during pregnancy or childbirth from
mother to child through placenta.

HIV Virus and AIDS

Society is now much more aware of the HIV virus. It has long been thought that
contact with infected people can spread the virus. There are four main reasons why the
virus enters the body. The first is unprotected sexually transmitted infections, the second
is the through HIV-infected mothers into the child at birth, the third is the entry of HIV-
infected blood into another person's body, and the fourth is the use of unprotected
needles. These four issues are discussed in detail:

First, unprotected sex is major way to spread HIV. Sex with someone who is
infected with the HIV virus, are more likely to get the disease. Persons having common
sexually transmitted diseases, like, syphilis and gonorrhoea have more chance to affect
with HIV. At present, free condoms are provided from every health centre for the
awareness program to be effective. Many voluntary organizations play a special role in
raising social awareness through counselling and organizing awareness camps. Different
ideas and awareness about HIV are also spread among the people through various
campaigns.

The second means is the transmission of the virus from the pregnant mother to
the child, meaning that if the mother is infected with the HIV virus, the chances of the
virus being transmitted from the mother to the child are 90%. It is now largely successful
in getting rid of the virus by applying some medications through effective medical
procedures.

The third step is that if the blood of a person infected with the HIV virus
somehow mixes with the blood of another person, then that person becomes infected with
the HIV virus. If a person needs blood in a hospital, blood is given to that person without
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a blood test, and if the donor person is infected with the HIV virus, the receiver person
will be infected with the virus after taking the blood. Therefore, it is a special step to take
scientific blood purification measures in hospitals and various blood banks.

The fourth way is that the virus can enter the body through the use of injections
used by people infected with HIV.

The first HIV virus was detected in India in 1986. The virus was found in the
body of a sex worker in Chennai. According to latest HIV estimates report (2019) of the
Government of India, it is estimated to have almost 23.49 lakh people living with
HIV/AIDS. However, changes in human behaviour can be noticed through increasing
awareness. It is now possible to raise awareness for people living with HIV. They are
also eager to live a healthy life. In the past, people living with HIV were kept away and
kept in a room. But now a lot of people have come forward to raise awareness. And HIV-
positive people are involved in a variety of activities. Today, scientific awareness has
changed our perception and perspective.

Conclusions and Policy Suggestions

Health facility is not sufficient in red light areas particularly in interior areas. Sex
workers and their children are more susceptible to to disease due to environmental and
social factors. Infrastructural facilities in health sector in these areas must be improved
and health services should be more extended so that supply should meet the increasing
demand. Health cards must be provided to sex workers and their children.

Primary and secondary health care services are provided in a decentralized way
in district level, from health sub centre at rural base to district hospitals at apex.
According to National Health Policy (1983), there is universal access of public health
services. Main problems in public health care system are inadequate medical staff and
paramedical personnel and insufficient medical stores and equipment. Rural
electrification status is very poor. Almost 70% of the existing Health Sub centres (SHCs)
have no electric connections which is basic requirement for technical equipment,
refrigeration units for medicine and vaccine stocks preservations. Also lack of water
supply, toilet facilities for patients and staff are major problems. So the district has to
improve the rural health care system substantially through different national interventions
like National Rural Health Mission (NRHM). NRHM was launched in April 2005 and is
still active. It is a mission under National Health Mission undertaken by the Government
of India for health needs of rural areas. Objective of this NRHM is “to provide accessible,
affordable and quality health care to the rural population, especially the vulnerable
group.”(Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 2002).

Vaccination or institutional delivery is inadequate in these areas. Except Kolkata
based red light areas, most of the cases public hospitals are not located nearby, and hardly
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any is located in the locality of the village or even within the Panchayat. According to
Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta, (2012-13), only 3.57% of villages have
government hospitals in its neighbourhood, 28.38 % of villages have primary health
centers or sub-centres situated within the village. Situation of health infrastructure is so
poor that average distance of primary health centers or sub-centres, government hospital
and private hospital or nursing are 3.48 Km., 14.82 Km. and 14.34 Km respectively.
Around 50 percent, cannot access the services of a government hospital mainly due to
distance to be travelled. Location of primary health centres/ subcentres should be planned
efficiently and the number of these health centres and subcentres must be increased.
Along with this it should be ensured by the administration that health facilities are
reached out to this vulnerable section of the society.

There are fraudulent medical practices and a large section of sex workers depend
quacks for treatment which make risks for their own and their children lives. Hence,
Government must take initiatives to improve the health infrastructure so that these people
of red light areas get relief at the time of their illness.

One thing should be noted that success of any development schemes of
government strongly depend on the level of awareness and participation of general
public, e.g., almost all the communities, including the residents of red light areas have
been covered by the government Vaccination Programme of children under the age of
five but many of the sex workers do not participate in the programme with their children
under the age of five mainly due to lack of awareness. Hence, it is an important area
where the administration should look up. Women of red light areas must be aware of the
existing policies and schemes of the government. All of these development schemes are
taken for benefitting them and their children. This is the sole responsibility of the local
administration to make aware them about all the facilities they can get from the
government.
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Abstract: Robert Frost is widely regarded as one of the greatest American poets of the
20th century. His poetry is characterized by its accessibility, depth, and ambivalence.
Frost's unique style, which combines simplicity with complexity, has endeared him to
readers from all walks of life. His poems often present situations that require choices,
exploring themes of nature, humanity, and the human condition. The poem discussed
here, which explores the speaker's choice between two paths in the woods, is a classic
example of Frost's use of symbolism and ambivalence to convey deeper meanings and
themes. Through his poetry, Frost continues to captivate readers with his thought-
provoking and nuanced exploration of the human experience.
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Robert Frost has been called the finest American poet of the Twentieth century,
“the purest classical poet of America today”, “the one great American poet of our times”,
and a New Englander in the, “great tradition, fit to be placed beside Emerson, Hawthorne
and Thoreau”. He has been called “the voice of America”, and more honors have been
showered upon him than any other American poet of the century. On the occasion of the
inauguration of Kennedy as the President of the USA he was called upon a recite one of
his most patriotic poems THE GIFT OUTRIGHT, and another of his lovely lyric
STOPPING BY WOOD IN A SNOWY EVENING was the stay and solace of Jawaharlal
Nehru during the last years of his life. He own world-wide fame and recognition, and has
already established himself as a ‘classic’, ‘as one who is so great that he stands in a class
by himself’.

“He is a highly conscious artist who is constantly landing impulse, a penetrating
thinker who is afraid of being discovered in the act of thought, a country man who
conceals behind his feeling for land, a sophisticated attitude towards man and their
motives”. The ambivalence in work, appears in the taste for contraries, in the opposition
of worlds of light with worlds of darkness in the passion for balancing one idea against its
opposite, in the conflicts between good and evil, reason and instinct, conflicts of which
frost is always reluctant to resolve completely. “He writes of simple subjects in a simple
conversational style and so has endeared himself to the masses; but the learned few also
find in him such food for thought, and so respect him and admire him. His poetry appeals
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to all classes of people, for one reason or the other”. A skillful combination of an outer
lightness with an inner gravity is one of his major poetic achievements.

The poet here in this poem presents a situation where he has to make a definitive
choice. He is travelling in the “yellow woods”. It is the season of the autumn. The
speaker is no longer young he sees that the path he is treading forks into too. One of the
paths in the woods curves into bushes while the other looks as if fewer people have used
it. Which one should the traveller choose? The traveller decides to choose the one that
seems to be less frequented.

“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveller, long | stood.

And looked down one as far | could

To where it bent in the under growth;
Then took the other, as just as fair

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted were,”

The poet as traveller finds that it is not easy to make a choice. He finds both path
equally attractive. On that particular morning, nobody seemed to have travelled on either.
Since nobody had trodden on either path, the leaves that had fallen were still yellow and
uncrushed. The poet expresses his dilemma and points out that in such a situation it is
difficult to make a choice as to which path is better than the other.

The traveller resolves his dilemma by deciding to choose the less travelled road
but at the same time he wishes to travell by the other road too, the road not taken. He
realizes that it is not possible to tread two roads at the same time. Once a certain direction
is taken, there is no turning back. One road leads to another and it is difficult to change
tracks. Moreover, being one traveller, he cannot tread both the roads.

“Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if i should ever come back.”

But this simple situation has symbolic meaning. The personal experience of the
traveller is suggestive of human experience in all ages. The poet wants to convey that it is
difficult to resolve the dilemma. It is not easy to make a choice in a situation when no
alternative seems better. It is pointed out by some critics that the traveller’s choice of the
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‘less-travelled road’ symbolizes his adventurous and bold bent of mind. His tacking to an
unusual path determines his future. It is the choice that determines the consequences.

In THE ROAD NOT TAKEN, the problem of choice is very elementary. There
are no obvious reasons for frost preferring one road to the other. There are no residues of
self-respect, moral obligation, not even curiosity in frost’s preference of the road he
finally did take. In interviews, conversations and lectures, Frost always stresses that
though the road he had taken had:

“Perhaps the better claim,
Through as for that, the passing there
Had worn them really about the same...”

Hence, we find that the poet’s choice was logically incomprehensible and
appears wholly arbitrary, whimsical and undetermined. But perhaps it was not without
intuitive impulse that it was motivated.

Winter has spared no pains to speak in strong, derogatory terms about this poem.
He has shown the wrath and ire off his angry mind through his devastating pen. In his
well — known essay, “Robert Frost; or the Spiritual Drifter as Poet”, in one clean Sweep;
Winter has criticised, along with this poem, several others like The Sound of the Trees,
The Hill Wife, and The Bearer of Evil, Winter feels: “All have a single theme: the
Whimsical, accidental and incomprehensible nature of the formative decision, and |
should like to point out that if one takes this view of the formative decision, one has cut
oneself off from understanding most of human experience, for in these terms there is
nothing to be understood”.

. “This has something to do with the same question of being understood and not
being understood. It is one of the great ones of literary criticism. There is an old school of
art that insists on the right to be misunderstood by everybody. Some say that we must
insist that we right for no audience at all. There must be an audience, an audience
invisible, a blend of all the interesting people whom I have dealt with”.

We ourselves, as reader feel that though the decision of the poet is
incomprehensible, is predicament is totally familiar to us. We also feel as though the
poem is quite good, Frost is shirking responsibility. He lays on the reader, the burden of
critical intelligence, which, properly speaking should be borne by the poet.

Thus we can find that the themes of uncertainties and indecisiveness get a
different flavour in the hands of Robert Frost. Not only in this poem The Road not Taken
this particular issue is highlighted but also his poem After Apple-Picking reflects the
same idea. After Apple-Picking is one of the greatest of nature lyrics in English poetry. It
is a monologue of an exhausted apple picker. After Apple- Picking is a poem that defines
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any categorisation. It is neither a dramatic narrative nor a thought provoking
philosophical poem. If at all, one must classify and categorise the poem, it would be
aptest to call it a nature-lyric but the theme of uncertainty and indecision gets a prominent
place here.

Even wish fulfilment can have negative effects. He himself had wished for a
bumper harvest and when it was fulfilled, he is feeling tired owing to too much work. The
picker cannot anticipate the type of leisure he will enjoy. Robert Frost here also very
efficiently handles the theme of uncertainty and indecisiveness. Several occasions in the
poem After Apple-Picking highlights on the two-fold dimensional mind of the apple-
picker. His indecision, hesitation, uncertainty are all brought out magnificently. The first
occasion is when he feels that he cannot work even if he desires to do so because the
scent of the picked apples has induced sleep into him. Thirdly, it is when the apple picker
is too hazy-minded to distinguish between forms and finally it is when the apple picker
cannot anticipate the type of leisure he will enjoy.

Cleanth Brooks, one of the most stimulating critics of the times has read a deep
symbolic meaning into the poem. “The concrete experience of apple picking is
communicated firmly and realistically, but the poem invites a metaphorical extension.
The task of apple picking, it is suggested, is life. The drowsiness which the speaker feels
after the completion of task is associated with the cycle of seasons. Its special character is
emphasized by a bit of magic, even though the magic is whimsical”. After speculating
about the form his dream will take and the noise of apples rumbling, he returns to his own
subject of drowsiness, and the phrase, “whatever sleep it is”, renews the suggestions that
his sleepiness might be something other than human sleep-he might wake into a greater
wisdom, greater knowledge.

Cleanth Brooks further implies that the poem has a particular wisdom to
communicate. “The poem even suggests that the sleep is like the sleep of death”. Finally,
we can say that After Apple-Picking is one of those poems which offer a rare blend of
simplicity and symbolism.

Frost however considered the poet to be an accidental collector of impressions
and of knowledge. He felt a poem’s logic to be “backward, in retrospect, after the act”.
The reality that the poet touches is “the vast chaos of all that I have lived through”, and
from this chaos the poet may, with luck, create a clarification of life which produces a
momentary stay against confusion.
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Evolution of Artificial Intelligence — Internet will be
Change Forever

Prottoy Basu
Research Scholar, Rabindra Bharati University

Abstract: Today's world are changing with the help of internet. But the internet now
changed by the all new technology Al. ChatGPT, DALL-E-Software and now SoraAl by
OpenAl, a cutting-edge Al transforming digital storytelling through emotional, video-
based content. Beyond mere technology, Sora Al represents a leap toward machines
understanding human emotions, pushing the boundaries of Al-generated realism. We'll
explore its creative potential, tackle the ethical dilemmas it presents, and ponder its
impact on society. Discover the blend of innovation and caution that SoraAl embodies,
prompting a broader discussion on the role of Al in our lives. Get ready for a concise
exploration of how Al is reshaping our digital experiences and the ethical considerations
it raises.

Keywords: OpenAl company, ChatGPT, DALL-E-Software, SoraAl

You may not have even dreamed that technology will reach this level. Now it is
almost impossible to tell the difference between what is real and what is computer
generated. And now, to make videos you don't need a camera. You can make such videos
with only keyboard in a matter of minutes. All of this has become possible today because
of “ SoraAl “ made by OpenAl company . This is a new Al platform called ““ Sora * .

SoraAl is an “ Artificial Intelligence Software “ developed by OpenAl company.
The same company which shook the world 1.5 years ago when they launched “ChatGPT”
in November, 2022. In ChatGPT, you have a text-to-text conversation with Al. You write
something in text and send it to Al and the answer is generated in text. After this, OpenAl
company launched the “DALL- E-Software “, which was text-to-photo . You wrote a
text prompt and the type of photo you wanted to generate and you got an Al generated
photo. Now this “SoraAl” is a text-to-video”. Now you simply have to write in simple
English about the kind of video you want to generate, and it will do that for you. For
example :- If you say “ I want a video of a man who is reading a book while sitting on a
boat” — write this prompt and in response SoraAl will make a video like this in a few
minutes.

SoraAl can’t only generate text-to-video, but also photo-to-video. Not only that,
it is also possible to do video-to-video. For example :- Give it the original video where a
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car is driving on the road and if you tell it to change the environment around it, like you
want it to look the 1900°s while keeping the car same as coloured. So, the Al will do this.

Do you understand what this technology means? Entire industries can turn
upside down. Animators, Video game designer, Graphic designer what is the need for
them now? Stock photo platforms, Stock video platforms will be completely destroyed.
Why do you need to film for weeks for making movies when in a few minutes Al can
give you footage for the movie?

SoraAl can now understand how our world works, how motion works according
to the laws of physics. It is now able to understand emotions too. You might be
wondering about how SoraAl is able to do all of it. So, its basic functionality is actually
very similar to ChatGPT's. Where on one hand, ChatGPT uses tokens, on the other hand,
SoraAl uses patches, its equivalent. Whatever you ask ChatGPT , it divides the text in
tokens and generates its answer through tokens.

Similarly, SoraAl tries to understand photos and videos by dividing the visual
data into visual patches, and even while creating its output , it uses these visual patches to
make the video.

At the first glance, you will definitely feel that this technology has reached
perfection. But if you look at it closely, you will see that it is not 100% perfect yet.
OpenAl company openly acknowledges the weakness of SoraAl on its website. But the
speed with which this technology is improving, I don’t think that one year later it would
be possible to detect any fault on it. The people in OpenAl knows day by day SoraAl
generated videos become so real that no human eye will be able to differentiate between
real and fake. That day, huge problems will be created. Fake news would be spread so
easily. Perhaps, this is the reason why SoraAl is not released to the public yet.

Some fraud companies have already started exploiting SoraAl. Celebrities faces
are used to run fake ads on social media. People are lured with money, and told to
download their app. Famous cricketers like Sachin Tendulkar, Virat Kohli, famous actor
Amitabh Bachchan, actress Rashmika Mandana faced the problems of “deep fake videos”
generated by Al. The technology has reached the level where it is possible to use
someone else's voice.

If a celebrity tells you to download any app where you can make 10 times the
money you spend on it, this should alert you. For now, there is only some small ways to
avoid such Al videos. These are —

e Some where, the lip movement will be strange,

e The quality of such videos will be low,
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e The voice is not like the original. It seems like an artificial synthesised voice.

Apart from this, a technological solution can also be created for those problems.
Like, companies can make another Al whose job is to identify Al generated videos.
OpenAl company has said that the Videos generated by SoraAl, would have a watermark
on them. With that watermark, you can always identify whether a video is Al generated
or not.

But but but, an even bigger issue is the jobs. What will be the impact of this Al
on industries and economies globally? Even in films, film makers will not have to carry
big cameras and film in different places. In a few years, entire films can be made using
Al. Similarly, it will have a huge impact on the gaming industry. The video games that
took years to make, needed teams more than 50 people. How easily the same tasks can be
done with this. This means that many jobs across different industries are at risk of being
eliminated.

But at the same time there is a positive side to it. The good thing will be that we
will see democratization in all fields. These fields will become more accessible to the
common people.

For example :- If your dream was to become a film producer, but you didn’t have
the money or the equipment, now you will get the opportunity to show your creativity
through SoraAl without film making resources.

Looking at such technologies, it is understandable to be a little scared of them.
Do you know that 600 years ago when the printing press was invented, many religious
leaders were opposing it. Some people used to say that the books are actually given to us
by the devil. That books should be banned. In 1501, the Pope Alexander VI said that
without the permission of the Church no one was allowed to print books.

One thing is clear here, whether you like this technology or not, it cannot be
ignored. All people and all governments have to learn to adapt to this new world.

Like, in 26" February, 2024 , in Singapore’s Parliament one of their MPs named
“Tan Wu Meng” gave a speech about SoraAl. He said, “ Sora allows you to key in text.
Typing some text a prompt and it can produce videos which are indistinguishable from
what Hollywood can produce today and what smaller studios can produce. So, we have
to accept the world as it is, the way the world is going to be and look after support
empower uplift our people. And this is why the new subsidy for Singaporeans age 40 and
above to pursue another full time diploma in higher education. This new subsidy in the
budget that's why its so important because it recognises that in the world that's changing
so quickly what you learn in school. In education at age 20 may have changed
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transformed been replaced by a new world by the time your age 40. It recognises that
change and support middle age and older workers”.

Interestingly, the Government of Singapore had started talking about Al in 2019.
And now the latest budget for 2024, they have pledged to invest $1 billion in Al.

So, this will be my suggestion to you, the sooner you learn to adapt to this
changing world the more benefits will you reap. But | would like to say one more thing
about Al, because Al has become a very trendy word nowadays, many useless Als
present in the market today. They are called Gimmicks. They are use only for show-off,
this not help in your studies or business nor improve your efficiency. But ChatGPT is
different. It can be used practically in many aspects of our lives. And | think, in the near
future SoraAl will be as revolutionary as ChatGPT is.
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Re-imagining the Margin and Forming of ldentity : A
Feminist Reading of Garcia Marquez’s Innocent
Erendira and Evais inside her cat
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Abstract: The present paper attempts to deliver some terrains of thoughts that are well-
known in the literary academia, and at the same time are considered to be a sine qua non
in the feminist discourse. To present the arguments | have felt it suited to traverse into the
theoretical discussions of Judith Butler’s concept of gender and identity of the feminine
self. Marquez’s literary artefacts, both in breadth and in depth, crawl into human beings
vignetting love, sex and solitude, which appear in his oeuvre as the matters of extremes.
Marquez never tires up to convey the stroke of grim and sordid aspects of the Colombian
life. Innocent Erendira reads a tale of a fourteen —year-teenage girl’s incredible and
sad living as a prostitute. She had been prostituted by her grandmother and hawked
around the Colombian Costa for queues of men to have sex with. In Eva is inside her
Cat Marquez with his fine literary acumen delineates the tale of a girl who has found
that her pulchritude, because of which everyone in the past used to notice her, appreciate
her and remember her with the weight of the privilege, has deserted her leaving a
sense of pain physically like a festering tumour or cancer. Later she embarks into the
untrodden realm of imagination to find out the source of her beauty only. The present
solitude and loneliness crawls into the soul of the lady so much that a resultant frustration
leads her to reincarnate herself into the body of some other beings that looks differently.
She feels debilitated utterly, and in her weltering thoughts she disnifies to enter into a
cat only to question immediately “Who would rule in that synthesis of woman and
cat? ” . The paper questions the orthodox formulations of women as feminine gender
with certain naturalized norms and praxis . Gender and the identityof the women are all
constructed and performative. It is to question the construction of gender as congealing
into forms which are made normal and permanent. Gender is considered radically
as a free-floating artifice: it is not an ontological state of being that one simply
‘is’, rather it is a process of ‘becoming’ and ‘doing’ and not pre-existing the subject.
It is the choice of actions which makes a woman. Simon de Beauvoir squarely said
“One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman”. The two stories mentioned above do
critique the roles of women in a more unsettling vein without completely succumbing to
the hardcore theoretical discourse.
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The issue of the existence of the margin and the very process of its
construction poses a problematic discourse, which needs to be unfurled and
reimagined. Creating the margin is a process of privileging the self and relegating
the other to the periphery.Some Peoplehave conveniently posited themselves at the
centre. A thought provoking mind feels unsettled thinking over the question : who
puts anybody at the margin? The question of being at the margin and becoming
marginal can be showcased in the light of Deleuzian philosophy. Deleuze
postulates that “being” is static whereas “ becoming” refers to a process in which
a being develops and transforms or changes. One can nullify the very notion of
marginality if he/she strongly believes in the substantive multiplicity. There is no
such permanent identity as the one at the margin and one at the centre. The
process of multiplicity dehierarchizes the very cocooned concept of the margin in
all the structures of the society --- social, economic, cultural and political.
Therefore, the concept of “ being” is a constructed, political phenomenon ; where
there is always a tendency to subdue the other and privilege the self. The process
of becoming, on the other hand, is a process of simultaneity. It is to elude the
present. The essence of becoming is to move and pull in both directions. This
contention beefs up that identityis infinite and not fixed (Boudas 39-40).

The present paper attempts to deliver some terrains of thoughts that are
well-known in the literary academia, and at the same time are considered to be a
sine qua non in the feminist discourse. To present the arguments | have felt it
suited to traverse into the theoretical discussions of Judith Butler’s concept of
gender and identity of the feminine self. Marquez’s’ literary artefacts , both in
breadth and in depth, crawl into the human beings vignetting love, sex and
solitude, which appear in his oeuvre as the matters of extremes. Marquez never
tires up to convey the stroke of grim and sordid aspects of the Colombian
life.“Innocent Erendira” reads a tale of a fourteen—year-teenage girl’s incredible
and sad living as a prostitute. She had been prostituted by her grandmother and
hawked around the Colombian Costa for queues of men to have sex with. In “
Eva is inside herCat”Marquez with his fine literary acumen delineates the tale of
a girl who has found that her pulchritude , because of which everyone in the past
used to notice her, appreciate her and remember her with the weight of the
privilege, has deserted her leaving a sense of pain physically like a festering
tumour or cancer. Later she embarks into the untrodden realm of imagination to
find out the source of her beauty only . The present solitude and loneliness crawls
into the soul of the lady so much that a resultant frustration leads her to
reincarnate herself into the body of some other beings that looks differently. She
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feels utterly enfeebled, and in her weltering thoughts she disnifies to enter into a
cat only to question immediately “ Who would rule in that synthesis of woman
and cat ?” (Marquez 90).

One cannot leave the word ‘become’/ ‘becoming’ uncritical; since both
Erendira and Eva interrogate the concept of becoming by arguing whether this
process of ‘becoming’ is by self-propensity or by force of any outside agent. The
identity of both the women figures is very much elliptical and unspecified.
Erendira along with Eva pursues , according to Irigary, the consequences of
identifying a separate female identity( Irigary 52). Marquez leavesErendiraat the end
as a free bird. “ She was running into the wind , swifter than a deer, and no
voice of this world could stop her.” (Marquez 45) ; whereas Eva wants to
penetrate into the body of other being with a view to rule and stay away from
the ‘unnatural’ construction of gender identity with certain assigned roles to
perform .

Butler boldly attempts to desolidify and deconstruct these forms by
enquiring into how ° woman’ came to be so widely accepted as an ontological
given. She does not believe in the nexus between the ‘body’ and the ‘gender’.
She asserts that feminist critique should analyse how the category ¢ women’ is
produced and restrained by power structures in the society. She considers that the
relationship between the ‘body’ and ‘gender’ is ‘unnatural’ ( Butler 44-50). She
even quotes the claim Nietzsche makes in On the Genealogy of Morals that °
there is no “being” behind doing, acting, becoming;... the doing itself is
everything’( Nietzsche 47).The two stories mentioned above do critique the roles
of women in a more unsettling vein without completely succumbing to the

hardcore theoretical discourse.

Within the traditional framework of his storytelling method Marquez never
tires up to canvas with his ink the stroke of grim and sordid aspects of the
Colombian life. The story of Innocent Erendira is set in the place largely devoid
of topographical and cultural characteristics. Marquez seems to remember the
coastal villages between Cartegna and Santa Marta , or imagining the Guajira he
hardly knows. The location may be indicating that desert zone between
northeastern Colombia Venezuela where his maternal ancestors were from. The
story of Innocent Erendira problematizes the very genre of the short story
spanning its narrative to the parameter of a nowvella. It reads an unfortunate tale
of an adolescent girl of 14, The night of misfortune plays its cruel role with
Erendira, who sets the palatial house of her masculine grandmother ablaze with
her drowsy eyes and exhausted body, which overworked as a servant assigned to
her old satanic grandmother. Eventually, Ulysses, a handsome young man who
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smuggled oranges under the frontier, falls in love with Erendira, though she does
not love in same scale. The boy with an impassioned desire to escape with
Erendira away from her grandmother, kills the old lady. The story disheartens the
readers uncorking a long-conceived wish of Erendira to get away from any sort
of subservience . She does not compromise her absolute freedom with any worldly
allures , nor even love.

Women bodies are ideologically structured and conceived as social and economic
system generating profit and thus contributing to the male economic growth.There
are certain factors that work behind these systems, like race, religion, caste, culture
and language. The nature and traits of the women bodies rest on the norms and
expectations of the makers of systems from outside. More distinctly the norms and the
expectations determine the roles and behavioural patterns of the women.

The question of masculinity and femininity hinge upon some specific roles
assigned to them respectively to identify the two abstract qualities of the concrete
gender divisions. The story of Erendira problematizes the notion of masculinity as
something engendering power and domination. Erendira poses a threat to the concept
by unsettling it with power to consume the body weight of her customers and thus to
control power of men to centralize within her body. She like an enchantress takes
control of the male desire to her female body.

Being conscious of gender is being conscious of certain byproducts manufactured
through the system of dividing masculinity and femininity; these byproducts are
eventually the categories or descriptions of different roles performed differently by
both male and female genders. Such instances of the categories are: queuing in a line
for one’s chance to mount upon the prostitute, collecting money out of this prostitution,
fighting for the cause of ensuing delay hampering the process of pleasure giving, lying
flat like a coiled snake inert and vibrating in pain, subdued, but though not complaining:

“ Erendira was unable to repress the trembling in her body, and she was in sorry
shape, all dirty with soldier sweat.” (Marquez 18).

The select stories have showcased so many considerations that are open to
intervention in the realm of feminist criticism. Regarding the question of gender and
forming of identity Judith Butler appears as a syncretic theorist in the academia. Butler’s
postulation that identity is performative leaves an indelible mark in the terrain of feminist
literary theory and has become a sine qua non. Butler proclaims in her seminal work
Gender Trouble that a subject is constructed in discourse by certain actions and
performances. Butler’s subject is an actor that simply gets up and ‘performs’ its identity
on a metaphorical stage of its own choosing ( Butler, “ Gender” 7). The idea can be
consolidated by referring to Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex, Beauvoir claims that
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“One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman” (Beauvoir 273). Butler’s Gender
Trouble describes how gender ‘congeals’ into a form which appears to be natural and
permanent. Both Butler and Beauvoir stress that gender is a process; it is something that
we ‘do’ rather than ‘are’.

Mentioning all these theoretical frameworks now I would like to illumine the
select stories of Marquez in this regard. In “Innocent Erendira”, we see Erendira working
as a meticulous servant beautifying and taking care of her gigantic grandmother. She was
languid, soft-boned and too meek for her age. She was bathing her grandmother with
water in which purifying herbs were boiled. While the grandmother floated through the
swamps of the past memories, Erendira busied herself sweeping the house. She was not
allowed a hiatus from a sustained stretch of works. She had the benefit of both faculties,
of being asleep and walking. Erendira utters “My body has that habit.” (Marquez 8).
Overcome by the barbarous chores of the day, Erendira did not have the strength to
undress and she put the candlestick on the table and went to the bed. A violent gust of
wind lashed against the candle and turned the entire palatial house into debris.

The immediate remark of the grandmother on this devastation is appalling:
“ My poor child,” she sighed. Life won’t be long enough for you to pay me back for
this mishap.” ”” (Marquez 11). Erendira did not shillyshally to throw herself to prostitution
at the command of her grandmother on that very day. The easily available customer who
happened to taste Erendira’s virginity was a village shopkeeper. The man with his
scientific austerity and mathematical calculations considered the strength of her thighs,
the size of her breasts, the diameter of her lips. Thus she began to compensate the loss
she incurred to her grandmother. She becomes a peripatetic prostitute in search of
customers in the arid atmosphere of the desert. The story of Erendira leads us to ponder
over the constructed system of the society that women bodies can make profit without
any capital. The body is assumed as material, an object of desire.

The prostituting body of Erendira coming in proximity with so many customers
becomes a reservoir of multiple experiences and cultures. She is the metaphysical centre
embracing men from the outside. She never enjoys the act of prostitution; it is rather a
means of escaping from this life, and she actually escapes. Eva shows her intellectual
property by going to the depth of her imagination to unearth the cause of her beauty,
which earned enough attention from the male onlookers due to her attractiveness. But
now she is deserted. Eva never succumbs to her desertion. She enters into the body of a
cat. She very easily deterritorializes herself finding a new body and way of looking into
life. Both Erendira and Eva attempt to transform and change their process of becoming
without being truncated at a particular given position. They shift and construct an identity
of their own. In their characters one can definitely find out trope multiplicity and
breaking the constant marginal position. Erendira transforms herself from a docile, timid
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and working servant to a free bird; whereas Eva also makes a paradigmatic shift. She
zoomorphises herself by transgressing the human body into a cat, and experiences the
transcending imaginations and thoughts.
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Psychoanalysis of EMILY BRONTE’s Wuthering Heights
Character Reference with the Freudian Tripartite Theory
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Abstract: Literature is the mirror of the contemporary human psyche, emotions,
mentality, socio-economic status and structure. It can represent the point of view
of the author and social dilemmas through the characters but also it can curb the
human mind and reflect on the human psyche. Emily Bronté’s renowned gothic
novel “WUTHERING HEIGHTS” was published in 1847. It depicts the
tremendous complexities of the human mind and its relationships with each other.
This novel shows the anxiety, agony and vengefulness of the human mind. Emily
Bronté’s “Wuthering Heights” is a rich text for psychoanalytic interpretation,
particularly through Freudian theories which explore the tripartite structure of the
mind: the id, ego and super-ego. Characters like Heathcliff, Catherine and Edgar
can be seen as representations of these psychic structures. Heathcliff’s impulsive
and aggressive nature appears as the id, Edgar’s compliance with social values
reflects the super-ego and Catherine’s conflicted desires and loyalties represent
the struggles of the ego.

Keywords: Literature, Novel, Structure, Impulsive, Desires etc.

Literature is the mirror of the contemporary human psyche, emotions,
mentality, socio-economic status and structure. It can represent the point of view
of the author and social dilemmas through the characters but also it can curb the
human mind and reflect on the human psyche. Emily Bronté’s renowned gothic
novel “WUTHERING HEIGHTS” was published in 1847. It depicts the
tremendous complexities of the human mind and its relationships with each other.
This novel shows the anxiety, agony and vengefulness of the human mind. Emily
Bronté’s “Wuthering Heights” is a rich text for psychoanalytic interpretation,
particularly through Freudian theories which explore the tripartite structure of the
mind: the id, ego and super-ego. Characters like Heathcliff, Catherine and Edgar
can be seen as representations of these psychic structures. Heathcliff’s impulsive
and aggressive nature appears as the id, Edgar’s compliance with social values
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reflects the super-ego and Catherine’s conflicted desires and loyalties represent
the struggles of the ego.

The novel’s relevancy in today’s generation can be attributed to its
timeless exploration of human emotions, psychological depth and the
complexities of relationships. It continues to resonate due to its themes of intense
love, revenge and the consequences of passion unchecked by societal norms. The
characters’ struggles with identity, acceptance and the desire for connection are
universal experiences that continue to engage contemporary readers.

Moreover, “Wuthering Heights” has maintained its place in popular
culture with its story and characters inspiring various adaptations and artistic
works. It has also contributed to discussions on gender roles and societal
expectations with Emily Bronté herself rising as a feminist icon for her bold
narrative and complex characterization. The novel’s enduring legacy and its
ability to evoke strong emotional responses make it as relevant today as it was in
the 19th century.

Freud’s psychoanalytic theory

Psychoanalytic theory was founded by Sigmund Freud who believed that
people could be cured by bringing their unconscious thoughts and motivations
into consciousness. This process is known as psychoanalysis therapy. It aims to
release repressed emotions and experiences. This particular treatment is
commonly used for addressing depression and anxiety disorders. According to
Freud, a cathartic experience is necessary to help and “cure” a person. To clarify
the concept of “the unconscious mind”, Freud introduced the structural model of
id, ego and superego in his essay “Beyond the Pleasure Principle” in 1920. He
later elaborated on this model in his essay “The Ego and the 1d” in 1923. It’s
important to note that the terms “id”, “ego” and “‘superego” were not original
terms created by Freud but rather Latinizations created by his translator James
Strachey. Freud himself referred to them as “das Es”, “das Ich” and “das Uber-
Ich” which respectively translates to “the It”, “the I’ and “the Over-I".

Id

According to Freud, the id is a part of the unconscious mind which seeks
pleasure. This explains why people sometimes behave in certain ways that are not
in line with their ego or superego. The id is the most basic and primal part of the
mind which is driven by the desire for immediate satisfaction. It doesn’t consider
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reality or consequences. Freud believed that some people are controlled by the id
which leads them to engage in behaviour that may not be right or wrong. He
compared the id to a horse and the ego to a rider who directs and controls it.
Although the ego is supposed to control the id, it often interacts according to the
ego’s drives. The id is formed by two biological instincts: Eros, which drives to
create and Thanatos, which drives to destroy.

Ego

For individuals to maintain a realistic sense of their surroundings, the ego
plays a crucial role in creating a balance between pleasure and pain. It is
impossible for all the desires of the id to be met and the ego is aware of this but it
continues to seek pleasure and satisfaction. Although the ego cannot differentiate
between right and wrong, it is aware that not all the desires of the id can be
fulfilled at a given time. The ego operates on the reality principle which helps to
satisfy the id’s demands as well as compromise according to reality. The “ego”
refers to a person’s sense of self that is made up of unconscious desires. It takes
into account ethical and cultural ideals to balance out the desires originating in the
id. Although both the id and the ego are unconscious, the ego maintains close
contact with the perceptual system. The ego’s function is self-preservation which
allows it to control the instinctual demands of the id.

Superego

The superego develops around the age of four or five and embodies the
moral values of society. It allows the mind to control impulses that are considered
immoral. The superego is the conscience of the mind as it can distinguish between
reality and what is right or wrong. Freud believed that without the superego,
people would act out aggressively and engage in other immoral behaviours, as the
mind would have no way of differentiating between right and wrong. The
superego is the “consciousness” of a person’s personality and can override the id’s
drives. Freud classified the superego into two categories: the ideal self and the
conscience. The conscience contains ideals and morals that exist within a society,
preventing people from acting on their internal desires. The ideal self is a
representation of socially accepted behaviour. It embodies the expectations and
aspirations of individuals to conform to society’s prescribed norms.

Character of Heathcliff

Heathcliff’s character in Emily Bronté’s “Wuthering Heights” is often
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analysed through the observation of Freudian psychoanalysis, particularly the
concept of the id. Freud’s model of the psyche is divided into three parts: the id,
ego and super-ego. The id is the primitive and instinctual part of the mind that
operates on the pleasure principle that seeks immediate gratification of its desires
and drives. It shows when his reaction to Catherine’s death is one of extreme grief
and obsession. He is consumed by the idea of being reunited with her, even in
death, and his life becomes a quest to be close to her again. This obsession leads
him to exhume her grave, hoping to see her once more and he expresses a desire
to be buried next to her so that they might be together in the afterlife. It marks a
significant turning point in the novel and in Heathcliff’s character development.
Her passing intensifies his feelings of loss, despair and longing which manifest in
increasingly destructive behaviour. He embodies the id with his raw, uncontrolled
emotions and impulsive actions. He is driven by a deep-seated passion and desire
for Catherine which leads him to act without regard for social conventions or the
consequences of his actions. His aggressive nature and relentless pursuit of
revenge against those he feels have wronged him are indicative of the id’s
dominance over his psyche.

Freud characterized the id as being primitive and instinctual, existing in
the subconscious part of the mind. It is driven by the need to satisfy immediate
impulses and is unaffected by logic or morals. Heathcliff’s character matches this
description, as he often neglects ethical considerations and is highly aggressive
and impulsive in his quest to fulfil his desires.

In the context of “Wuthering Heights”, Heathcliff’s representation of the
id serves to explore the darker and more obsessive aspects of human nature and
love, providing a profound psychological depth to the novel that continues to
fascinate readers and scholars as well.

Catherine Earnshaw (Catherine Linton)

Catherine’s character in “Wuthering Heights” contrasts with Heathcliff's in
several ways. It reflects the complex dynamics of their relationship and individual
psychologies. She shares a deep and almost elemental bond with Heathcliff,
suggesting a connection at the level of the id where primal emotions and desires
reside. However, her decision to marry Edgar Linton over Heathcliff reflects the
influence of the super-ego which is concerned with social norms, expectations and
status. But she is torn between her intense love for Heathcliff and her desire for
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social advancement which she achieves by marrying Edgar. This decision is not
just a personal conflict but also a reflection of the societal pressures of the time.
Her character is thus a mix of free-spiritedness and conformity, passion and
practicality that embodies the struggle between her true desires and the role that
she is expected to play in society.

In contrast, Heathcliff’s character is more straightforward in his pursuit of
his desires and he often disregards societal expectations and the well-being of
others. This difference highlights the novel’s exploration of the human psyche and
the consequences of choices made under the influence of different psychological
forces.

Edgar Linton

Edgar Linton’s character from Emily Bronté’s novel “Wuthering Heights”
is portrayed as a “gentleman” with “graceful manners” and “civilized virtues”
which make him the opposite of the wild and passionate Heathcliff. He is born
into privilege and is described as “well-mannered” and “instilled with civilized
virtues”. He can be expressed through Freudian concepts as the embodiment of
the “super-ego”. In Freud’s structural model of the psyche, the super-ego
represents the moral conscience and social standards. His character is often seen
as the moral compass and the epitome of Victorian gentlemanliness within the
novel. He adheres to social customs by exhibiting proper manners and generally
acts as a foil to the more passionate and untamed character like Heathcliff who
represents the “id”. These qualities lead Catherine to choose him over Heathcliff,
sparking the rivalry between the two men. Charlotte Bronté wrote in her preface
to the 1850 edition of the novel, referring to Edgar as an illustration of “constancy
and tenderness”, proposing that these characteristics are true virtues in all human
beings.

However, Edgar is not without flaws; he can be “unforgiving” and
“despises Heathcliff”. He is a complex character who, while initially appearing
fragile, shows a quiet and introspective strength. His love for Catherine and his
daughter is evident, and he is seen as a “sweet, loving and kind” figure within the
narrative. Edgar’s character is shaped by his experiences of unrequited love,
rivalry and loss. While he does not undergo a significant change, his resilience
becomes a hallmark of his growth. He remains loyal to his principles and
affections, even as he faces challenges that he cannot overcome. In essence,
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Edgar’s evolution is one of endurance and constancy in the face of life’s
adversities.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this theory of Freud is a fundamental structure of the human
mind which is applicable generation after generation. Literature captures those
emotions that are undergone through the journey of the character according to the
plot. Emily Bronté's cult gothic novel “WUTHERING HEIGHTS”, shows how
human emotions were in the 19" century which is still relevant in today’s
generation. The consequences and complexities of relationships described by
Emily Bronte through which readers can relate. There are many characters in the
novel but the story is majorly shaped by these three main protagonists and their
act of folly carries out the storyline and how they go through the catharsis. The
distinctive character dynamics of Catherine, Heathcliff and Edgar Linton and the
love triangle between them, give an immersive view of their appearance versus
their actions. Their dilemma, ambiguity and delusional personalities over social
and emotional situations also justify Freud’s theory.

This Freudian analysis offers a lens through which to understand the
dynamics between the characters and the psychological underpinnings of their
interactions within the narrative of “Wuthering Heights”. It’s a fascinating way to
delve deeper into the character’s motivations and the thematic structure of the
novel which also resonates with the reader’s mind.
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Abstract: The cuisine of any region has a major contribution towards its cultural
history, heritage and inheritance which makes it an identity marker for its
dwellers as well as the signifiers of identification to the rest of the world. This
area specific cuisine and culinary arts foster community feelings and their
transmission over generations form an integral part of oral culture.

Keywords: Contribution, Transmission, Integral, Household etc.

It is a well established fact that fish occupies an essential part of the diet of
a Bengali household. Bengalis have chiefly been looked upon as people who love
their fish and have a sweet tooth, specially for the syrupy rosogolla as well as the
sandesh. Both maach and mishit have become the stereotypical yardsticks with
which Bengaliness or Bangaliana is measured.

This paper endeavours to show how the maach and mishti, which
constitute an ubiquitous part of the Bengali platter, have carved a separate niche
in the culinary world and have gradually grown into a global brand, where eastern
and western culinary procedures have often been fused to create gastronomic
delicacies for both home and the world.

As far as the cuisine of any region is concerned, the geography, the
culinary habits and preferences, the recipes of preparation, the serving customs as
well as the ways of feasting all constitute the creation of a homogeneous
community and an ethnic social group which fosters uniformity within the
community. Through the transmission of these food practices to successive
generations as a living heritage by their predecessors, food, cuisine and culinary
arts cease to be an everyday ritual and transcend beyond it as a socially strong
marker of identity both at home and in the world.

Bengalis have chiefly been looked upon as people who love their fish and
have a sweet tooth and this unique fondness for both maach and mishti have
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become a strong yardstick to measure Bangaliana or Bengaliness. This paper
attempts to show how these two integral items of the Bengali platter, have
carved a niche for themselves in the culinary world both locally and globally and
how constant innovations and experimentations have contributed to its acceptance
as a global brand.

Bengal is blessed with a plethora of rivers running through and across it
which provides the region with a considerable amount of rich alluvial soil and a
remarkable deposit of silt by flooding rivers. This explains the ubiquitous
presence of fish on the Bengali platter as the rivers, lakes, ponds, canals are
perpetually teeming with multiple variants of fish, ready to serve the taste-buds.
All over the world, Bengalis are famous for their preference for fish, and are often
fondly referred to as machhe-bhaate bangalee, a community which swears by
their rice and fish. It is often believed that Bengalis carry this penchant for food in
their hearts wherever they go and hence it is not unusual to find Bengalis settled
abroad trying to replicate fish curries of the home soil with the prevalent variety
of fish available in the settler country. This replication is a conscious act of
imitating the ritual of home in an imaginary homeland as a tribute to the
established heritage of one’s own country. Chitrita Banerji fondly describes this
as “...the immigrant imagination tr(ying) to recreate ancient homegrown
traditions.” (Banerji, intro, xiv) to create a home away from home as well as
provide a sort of solace to weary souls deprived of the authentic Bengali platters.

“History, myth-making and culinary skills of a particular region also
became entangled with the narratives of a lost world.” (Ray, 211) The fondness
and extreme affinity towards fishy delicacies has created a separate niche for
these marine creatures in the social and cultural milieu, which is validated by
historical documents as well as by narratives transmitted orally. The savoury trio
of fish, culture and society bear witness to innumerable stories of assimilation,
migration, resistance and accommodation. Besides being an inseparable and
indispensable ingredient of the Bengali platter, fish is a symbol of fertility and
prosperity amidst the Bengali community and is a part and parcel of every
auspicious occasion from births to bereavements, not to forget weddings and a
baby’s first formal introduction to an adult diet. Hence for Bengalis, fish is an
emotion close to their heart, with an immense ritualistic importance in the social
fabric. The land of Bengal is famous for its various culinary experiments with fish
which has a major contribution towards its cultural and culinary heritage which
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has been handed down from the preceding generation to the succeeding one with
pride and joy.

According to Niharranjan Roy, the Bengal consciousness of history and
identity has prioritized provincial identities over a comprehensive identity in the
entire region of Bengal. Roy speaks about a lack of consciousness among the
dwellers of Bengal as they identify themselves more with their specific regions
like Rarhbhoomi, Varendrabhoomi, Pundra to name a few. Besides, the violence
of the partition and consequent displacement led to a tussle between the original
Hindu settlers and the migrants who were forced to settle in the suburbs of the
city. These migrants had different ways of perceiving culinary practices and held
on to them as those memories of their homeland were their only mode of survival
in an alien land. Hence they refused to accept the prevalent social, political and
cultural views of the original settlers and often these too clans were at
loggerheads with each other. Though fish and rice constituted the staple diet of
both the warring clans, the techniques of preparation and presentation were
extremely divergent and each of the two groups proclaimed superiority over the
other, often leading to verbal arguments concerning food and culinary practices
which were never resolved. This sense of supremacy of identity politics which
percolated even the culinary and gastronomic sphere, coupled with the pride taken
in one’s provincial identity was responsible for the lack of one uniform Bengali
cuisine.

“The evolution of Bengali cuisine as a brand was central to the self-
fashioning of the middle-class in colonial Bengal.” (Ray, 2) With the emergence
of the middle class, the essentially English stew and pudding came to co-exist
with the traditionally Bengali chorchori and payesh.. Prajnasundari Debi, a
member of the Jorasanko Thakurbari in her famous cookbook Amish O Niramish
Ahar advocated the use of ghee or clarified butter in an authentic English pudding
and her cookbooks blend colonialism and cosmopolitanism at ease, where the east
and the west meet seamlessly. Debi is more concerned with the hybridization of
two diverse cuisines than with maintaining the authenticity of the dishes. The
availability of condensed milk, essences in the Indian markets by the 20" century
led to hybridization of cuisines and gradually these heterogeneous culinary
practices gained the emblem of authenticity. The traditional culinary practices
which had been transmitted through generations were appropriated with British
ingredients to cater to the English palates as well as to provide a taste of
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modernity to the newly emerged middle class. In his Our Food Their Food: A
Historical Overview of the Bengali Platter, Suvajit Halder points out the fact that
these responses from the middle class Bengalis towards the Indo-western
concoctions help us to understand the contradictions between traditional
orthodoxy and liberal mindsets. “The educated ‘enlightened’ Bengali middle class
not only imbibed the new taste of these items but very often used these items as
emblems of liberation and freedom from caste barriers and traditional taboos.”
(Halder 12) So food becomes emblematic of liberalism besides being an identity
marker, and the possibilities of fusion food begin.

Initially, Bengali cuisine did not fare at all on the menus of restaurants,
hotels and takeaways since no one thought that the usual Bengali platter could be
presented in a way which would enable customers to flock towards it. Throughout
the entire early and mid 20th century, there was no restaurant which served
essentially Bengali cuisine as people saw Bengali dishes as something that were
to be cherished in the comforts of home, with an utter dismissal of established
table manners. It was Anjan Chatterjee, a son of the soil of Bengal who brought a
revolution in the world of Bengali cuisine, he was the first man who showed the
acceptability and salability of Bengali cuisine to the world and established it as a
successful brand. Chatterjee left his lucrative job of a media personnel in the
advertising department of a reputed daily to set up the restaurant Only Fish in the
commercial capital of India, Mumbai in 1994. Being a true blue Bengali at heart,
he yearned for rice and fish in the city of Mumbai, and being dissatisfied with the
available options, he took it upon himself to undertake an endeavour for his taste
buds as well introduce Mumbai to the essential Bengali platter where fish
occupied the major section. His success story, no less than a fairy tale, prompted
him to turn to the other delicacies of Bengali cuisine, so far hidden from the other
worlds. Shortly enough, Oh! Calcutta was born in Mumbai along with Mainland
China, the former presenting the unique dishes of Bengal in a restaurant which
generated revenue for the owner and the latter catering to the people with a
preference for Chinese cuisine. The enormous success of both led to the opening
of the first Oh! Calcutta restaurant in Mr Chatterjee’s hometown Calcutta. In
almost a classic imitation of the David and Goliath legend, the son of the soil
challenged the Oberois and the Tajs by daring to open a restaurant which served
only Bengali cuisine right in the heart of Bengal and turned it into a success story
within a short span of time.
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It was a challenge for Mr Chatterjee himself to bring his fellow Bengalis
to his restaurant and treat them to the platter of their own homes, a cuisine so far
restricted within the four walls of the private space and make them pay for their
food as well. Mr Chatterjee’s penchant for food and his endless efforts to find the
exact ingredients for every dish on the menu for the right taste, made him look
into every nook and corner of culinary history, philosophy and aesthetics.
Constant experimentation with Nawabi and Bengali cuisines led to the emergence
of multiple innovative dishes with an intermingling of Nawabi ingredients with
essentially Bengali ways of cooking and vice versa. Mr Chatterjee hunted through
the cookbooks and manuals of the erstwhile colonial states of Britain, France and
Holland, to decipher methods of exoticizing the modest Bengali dishes
(gondhoraj bhetki is a remarkable example) which would bear the unmistakable
stamp of Bengal, yet have a worldwide acceptance. At present, there are branches
of Oh! Calcutta throughout India as well as one in Bangladesh while Mr
Chatterjee, who owns Speciality Restaurants Limited has become a name
synonymous with speciality restaurants from Spanish to Chinese, Lebanese to
Indian. It is this son of Bengal who ushered in a Renaissance in the history of
restaurants serving Bengali cuisine and who remains the most influential person
to inspire entrepreneurship dreams for the next generation who aspires to join the
food industry.

Following in the footsteps of Anjan Chatterjee, several restaurants
specializing in Bengali cuisine have surfaced in Bengal which are carrying
forward his legacy. Notable among them is Chef Joymalya Banerjee, a former
executive chef at Oh! Calcutta, who started Joy’s Deli, a delivery service at
Ballygaunge, which later on became Bohemian, his signature restaurant which
specializes in Bengali fusion food. Chef Banerjee took the existing traditional
Bengali recipes and reinvented them with a twist of his individual talent. So
continental hilsa and smoked bhetki are served with the more conventional ilish
bhapa and bhetki paturi where the east and the west meet on the same menu card
and co-exist peacefully. These consistent innovations and constant experiments
with both the ingredients and cooking processes have led to the growth and
recognition of a worldwide Bengal brand. Several other restaurants like Kasturi,
Solo Ana Bangali, Tero Parbon, Aheli (to name a few) have been successful
disciples of Mr Chatterjee and serve an essentially Bengali platter which provide
the diners with a homely ambience both in their decors as well as in their choice
of upholstery and crockery. While Oh! Calcutta has a hand-pulled rickshaw on its
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wall décor marking a strong cultural connection with the city of Kolkata, a
restaurant called Saptapadi, (the name of a novel by Tarashankar Bandopadhyay
later made into a film starring the matinee idols Uttamkumar and Suchitra Sen)
plays the songs of this film while still photos from the movie adorns it’s walls.
While Bijoli Grill serves their guests on banana leaves following the ancient
serving trends, Kewpie’s Kitchen serves its diners on terracotta plates, which are
an intrinsic part of Bengal’s architectural and cultural heritage. While Aheli brings
back the forgotten zamindari dishes back on the platter with the waiters in
traditional Bengali attire, Bhojohori Manna, which borrows its name from a
popular Bengali film denoting a cook who travelled to many lands and acquired a
unique culinary style, introduced the thali system. All these insightful uses of
Bengali decor, songs, films and customs are intentionally used to create a familiar
atmosphere and prioritize Bengaliness (Bangaliana to be precise and exact) over
everything else. Needless to say, maach and mishti occupy a significant place on
the menu card of all these restaurants.

However, fusion food began its journey right from Prajyasundari Debi’s
Amish o Niramish Ahar as mentioned earlier. Previously, in the absence of the
various marketing mechanisms, the term fusion food was not such a familiar term.
With the advent of consumerism and capitalist consumption, fusion food has
become a roaring success and both Bengali cuisine and culture have benefitted
hugely from it. Hence these restaurants often try to capture the cultural spirit by
arranging special platters on auspicious occasions like Poila Boisakh, the
beginning of the Bengali new year and Jamai Shosthi, a day celebrated by
arranging a special feast for the son-in-law of the family. These initiatives soak in
and celebrate the spirit of the Bengali existence, and also assist these restaurants
to find a firm footing in the gastronomic maps of the city. All of them actively
contribute to the journey of Bengali cuisine and culinary arts from grandmother’s
private kitchens to global menus and its emergence as a successful brand which
co-exists peacefully beside the Dominoes, KFCs and Macdonalds.

Besides Mr Anjan Chatterjee’s single-handed efforts and his inspiration
for the others who followed suit to introduce the world to the sumptuous Bengali
platter, it is also worthwhile to remember the initiatives taken by leading media
houses to contribute to the same. It is the general perception that Bengalis are
born with a sweet tooth and as Chitrita Banerji observes: “Certainly, no other
region in India has shown such passionate absorption in sweets and appreciation
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of subtlety or variety in their preparation.” (intro, Xxxi, 2005) While the sugary
and syrupy rosogolla remains the prevalent brand ambassador of the sweet world,
mihidana, lyancha, makha sandesh also have their loyal followers. Kolkata’s
leading media house ABP group devised an unique strategy to introduce the world
to Bengal’s plethora of sweets, specially the humble sandesh. In 2011, it joined
hands with the multinational giant Cadbury and the owners of the eminent sweet
shops like Nokur, Bhim Chandra Nag, Balaram and Radharaman Mullick, to
name a few; and a new delicacy was born which was christened Cadbury Mishti,
Shera Shristi. It gave a new life to the humble sandesh where it was once again a
wedding of the western chocolate with the eastern mishti. It involved a fusion of
culinary arts on both sides of the spectrum with the media advertising it amply in
their leading newspaper and roping in various famous personalities to campaign
for the project actively. In the succeeding years, this concoction between the
western chocolate and the eastern mishit revolved round the themes of ongoing
national and international events, catering to the preferences of Bengal life, to
garner more attention and ensure its success and establish it as a brand. For
instance, in 2014, matching with the tempo of the soccer world cup as well as
keeping in mind the Bengali fetish for football, Cadbury Mishti named the sweet
delicacies in terms associated with the game of the moment like Brazilian Samba,
Argentine Magic and Uruguan comeback. In 2019 it commemorated the hundred
years of Bengali cinema and hence arranged for special screenings of iconic
Bengali movies like Meghe Dhaka Tara, Kabuliwala, Panther Panchali while
putting forth new choco-sandesh creations before the audience. Even in 2021, in
the 9" edition of Cadbury Mishti, Shera Sristi, tuning up with the festive spirit of
Durga Puja, there was a war of the sweet chefs of Bengal with the theme “Gan
Bhalobeshe Gaan” where the melody of music blended with the saccharine taste
to bring forth tempting delicacies. The tagline for this campaign changed from
onasrishti to shera srishti which speaks volumes for its success story.

This wedding between Cadbury and mishti also transcended the barriers of
space and identity with its growing success and popularity. At first it involved
only the renowned and iconic sweet shops of Kolkata as mentioned earlier;
however the stupendous success it received led to the inclusion of the sweet shops
like Felu Modak, Rakshit Sweets, Surjya Kumar Modak from the districts which
are marked by their proximity from Kolkata. As this venture gains a stronger
foothold with the passing years, perhaps it would not be an exaggeration to think
that one day it might be an all-Bengal affair, crossing all geographical
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demarcations of north and south, east and west. Besides, the success of the
initiative led on to include the traditional Bengali sweet shops as well as
confectionaries like Ganguram and Haldiram who are not traditional inhabitants
of Bengal, but call Bengal home now. This venture transcends the binary between
Bengalis and non-Bengalis, where the single identity of being a dweller of
Kolkata on the micro level and of Bengal on the macro level works as a drive to
be at one with culinary innovations and experimentations carried out nationally
and internationally. This partnership has benefitted both the multinational giant as
well as the sweet owners franchise of Bengal to such an extent that now this
Cadbury Mishti has become an annual affair with the ABP authorities striving to
include more and more sweet makers as well as specialized chocolate chefs into
this campaign to taste the sweetness of success.

Both the spicy maach and the sugary mishti have undergone tremendous
permutations and combinations to create their separate spaces on global culinary
maps. While both retain their indelible role as an integral component of the
Bangali platter and an essential social and cultural signifier of the Bengali
identity, both have also become global representatives of Bengali cuisine. Thanks
to the endless efforts of renowned chefs who have assimilated the traditional and
the modern to create new delicacies and also revived long lost recipes from the
pages of oblivion, and the consistent marketing strategies of various multinational
organizations, the spicy maach and sugary mishti have been phenomenal in
representing Bengali cuisine both within the familiar spaces of home as well as
the extended global spaces. Besides, they have also been phenomenal in
transmitting and upholding cultural heritage and fostering community feelings
among Bengalis all over the globe with the platter of their hearts.
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Abstract: $rT Ramakrishna's recorded teachings served as the basis for his philosophical
beliefs. It has proven to be quite difficult to discern SrT Ramakrishna's own philosophical
notions, despite the framework of this hermeneutics in place. In the perspective of Sii
Ramakrishna, God is simultaneously immanent in the universe and outside of it, personal
and impersonal, with form and without form. Since the late nineteenth century,
commentators have taken on Sri Ramakrishna's philosophical teachings in three primary
ways. For example, writers likeas Swami Omkarananda,Satis Chandra Chatterjee, Swami
Sraddhananda, Swami Tapasyananda, and Swami Bhajananandaetc contend that Sii
Ramakrishna's final opinion was Advaita Vedanta or Vedanta. However, according to
Gupta, the author of Kothamrta, Sri Ramakrishna's philosophy is most similar to
Ramanuja's Visistadvaita. Meanwhile, researchers like Heinrich Zimmer and Walter
Neevel have suggested that the supreme foundation for grasping Sri Ramakrishna's
philosophical teachings is Tantrika philosophy. | try to demonstrate in this paper that Sii
Ramakrishna is not the "flag bearer" of any specific sectarian school. It's an innovative
perspective on religion based on direct observation (aparoksanubhiiti).

Keywords: Vedanta, Tantrika, Visistadvaita, Neo-Vedanta, non-sectarian, harmonizing,
aparoksanubhiiti

Very few scholars have articulated the hermeneutic presuppositions that support
each interpretation of Sri Ramakrishna’s philosophy, despite the fact that such
interpretations might take many different forms.A few scholars have asserted that Sri
Ramakrishna was an Advaitin, based in part on his nirvikalpa samadhi teachings. As an
example, St Ramakrishna says — “On attaining the Knowledge of Brahman in nirvikalpa
samadhi, one realizes Brahman, the Infinite, without form or shape and beyond mind and
words™*Swami Omkarananda claims that Sri Ramakrishna’s acceptance of the state of
nirvikalpa samadhi indicates his endorsement of the Advaitic perspective.>.0On the
surface, some analogies could appear to validate the Advaitic theory that holds that
nirguna Brahman is ontologically superior to saguna Brahman. But some analogies are

! Gupta Mehandranath: The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna, Translated by Swami Nikhilananda, New
Work: Ramakrishna Vedanta Center, page-218,1942
*Omkarinanda Swami Brahma o Sakti abhed Udbodhon P,230,1964
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mistakenly considered as examples of their own. Omkarananda, for example, thinks that
Sri Ramakrishna's analogy- ‘ice on ocean” shows that saguna Brahman has only "relative
or vyavaharikareality" because the ice ‘melts’ with the rise of the ‘sun of
knowledge.’3.0mkarananda, however, fails to notice that SriRamakrishna deliberately
presents this example from the wider perspectiveand understands that God is both
personal and impersonal, having form and not, rather than from the Advaitic position of
the jianis. S1T Ramakrishnausing the metaphor of the infinite ocean teaches that the
impersonal Brahman of the j7iianis and the personal God of the bhaktas are equally real. If
we pay sincerely close attention to Ramakrishna’s philosophy, we will see that,Sri
Ramakrishna almost always starts his lectures with a language clue such as "Jianis say"”
or "Vedantavadis say" to suggest that his teachings on particular sectarian school do not
always reflect his own viewpoint.

In the entry dated October 26, 1884, St Ramakrishna states, the world is
illusory, unreal as a dream, in light of Vedantic reasoning.”. The Supreme Soul is the
Observer—the observer of the three states of waking, dream, and deep sleep. Not a long
afterward, he declares that, as for him, he accept everything, even Turiya and the three
phases of dream, deep sleep, and wakefulness. All three states are acceptable to him.
Heacknowledges everything, including the world, its living things, and Brahman °.
Actually he accepts all paths, practiced all disciplines. He honors the Vedantins as well
as the Saktas and Vaisnava.

Therefore people of all sects think that master (Ramakrishna) belong to his
school. Here, ST Ramakrishna explicitly states that he takes all paths’ which include the
worship of Kali by the Saktas, Krsna by the Vaispava, a personal but formless God
recognized by the modern Brahmajnianis (i.e., followers of Brahmosamaj), and Brahman
alone by the Advaita Vedantins.

According to some contemporary analysts,as Satis Chandra Chatterjee, Swami
Sraddhananda, Swami Tapasyananda, and Swami Bhajanananda expressed that Sri
Ramakrishna's philosophy is a non-sectarian, harmonizing version of Vedanta; mainly
they want to include his philosophy in a vague umbrella term Neo-Vedanta. They have
called it other names, including “Neo-Advaita,” "Samanvayi Vedanta", “Samanvayi
Advaita, ”, “Neo-Advaita, ” and Integral Vedanta”. They say that this is a new idea in
Vedanta.

*Omkarananda Swami Nitya o LilaUdbodhon,293,1964

* Gupta Mehandranath: The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna, Translated by Swami Nikhilananda, New
Work: Ramakrishna Vedanta Center, page-652, 1942

>Gupta Mehandranath: The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna, Translated by Swami Nikhilananda, New
Work: Ramakrishna Vedanta Center, page-652, 1942
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Here, however, for three main reasons, the Neo-Vedanta — (also known as
Samanvayi Vedanta, Neo-Advaita, or Integral Vedanta) — falls into the erroneous and
unproductive ‘Neo-Vedanta 'category.

Firstly, using a catch-all phrase - "Neo-Vedanta,"to describe the several modern
interpretations of Vedanta is misleading. By overcoming the need to lump all
contemporary Vedantic viewpoints into one catch-all category, we may better recognize
the uniqueness and originality of Vedana philosophy. It was not the intention of Sri
Ramakrishna and Vivekananda to propagate a new Vedantic philosophy, but rather to
revive and rehabilitate the original Vedanta, which was preserved in ancient Indian
literature such as the Upanisads and the BhagavadGita. Neo-Vedanta term fails to
capture the subtlety of specific Vedantic view.

Secondly, emphasizing the originality of Vedanta with the term "Neo-Vedanta" is
erroneous. In actuality, this scholars contend that modern Vedantic ideas diverge from
classical Vedanta, lending normative meaning to the prefix "Neo" in "Neo-Vedanta."

Finally, and maybe most problematically, the challenged use of the term "Neo-
Vedanta" by German ideologist Paul Hacker has tarnished its reputation. Neo-Vedanta,
according to Hacker, is a branch of "Neo-Hinduism," an ideology that is supported by
many modern Indian leaders, such as Sri Aurobindo, Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi,
and Radhakrishnan. Hacker claims that Neo-Hinduism is not primarily an Indian
tradition, but rather an ideology that has been somewhat influenced by Western
ideals.’According to Hacker, Neo-Hindus wear in Indian clothing to conceal their
fundamentally Western ideologies and ambitions, which they use to promote Indian
nationalism.”However, this is not the appropriate forum to examine in detail and assess
critically the contentious views of Hacker about Neo-Hinduism and Neo-Vedanta.

However, if we believe such for the sake of argument that- Ramakrishna is a
New- Vedantist, then the question is raised: is Sri  Ramakrishna's Vedanta a New
Vedanta in the same sense as Platonism is a New-Platonist, orNew-Aristotelian,? The
answer is no, because the New Aristotelian Aquinas preserves Aristotle's philosophy in
its applicability to Christianity, while the New Platonism does not go beyond Plato. But
in India the Vedantic philosophy of Sankara and Ramanuja's lacks something that is
present in Ramakrishna's Vedanta. So, Master’s philosophy point us towards many new
things.

Numerous academics have attempted to establish a connection between Tantrism
and Ramakrishna. Jeffrey Kripaland Walter G. Neevelhave classified Ramakrishna as a

®Hacker Paul, Aspects of Neo-Hinduism, as Contrasted with Surviving Traditional Hinduismin
philology and confrontation ed. Wilhelm Halbfass, Sunny press Page-251, 1995

“Ibid.
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devotee of Sakta and Tantric tradition.?. According to McLean,Ramakrishna belonged to
the Sakta bhakti cult.He is called a Sakta by Swami Prabhananda.’

But his most important student Vivekananda, decided to understand his ideas as
Vedanta teachings. Ramakrishna selected Vivekananda to be his successor. It was
Vivekananda's duty to continue teaching what Ramakrishna had taught.’*Two monastic
orders, ‘Ramakrishna Matha’ and ‘Ramakrishna Mission,” were founded by
Vivekananda. Even though these organizations bear the name of Ramakrishna, their
teachings are nearly entirely based on Advaita Vedanta and almost completely ignore the
Sakta element of Ramakrishna. June McDaniel refers to the ideology of the two monastic
orders founded by Vivekananda as ‘Modern Sakfa universalism’ and remarks that
Ramakrishna did not hold ‘S@kta universalism.”™'A significant number of researchers
who have attempted to explain Ramakrishna’s  ideas and practices appear to have
overlooked some part of his practice or views. Researchers have been attempting to find
him beneath the streams of Vaisnava, Tantra, Vedanta, and Sakta. While some of them
mistake his monistic belief in tantra for Vedantic monism, the most of them tend to avoid
his attitude toward Vaismavism. According to Nikhilananda, Ramakrishna believes in
three levels of God-realization: dualism, qualified non-dualism, and absolute non-
dualism.*Out of these, dualism is the first stage and absolute non-dualism is the final
stage.”®

The highest reality, according to Cetanananda and Nikhilananda, is ‘the
Absolute’ (Maya or Sakti or illusion is distinct from the absolute) of Advaita Vedanta.
However, in the same work, they shown that Ramakrishna maintains that the highest
reality is the union of Siva (attribute-less) and Saksi (with attributes). But they also
acknowledge that dualism is the first stage and absolute non-dualism is the final stage.'

It appears that they are both confused by Tantra and Vedanta non-dualism. There
seems to be a contradiction and deception in the claims made by the two scholars listed
above. It is true that Ramakrishna followed all of the aforementioned practices that the
two academics indicated. However, they have concluded that the Master's teachings are
only Vedantic and have preferred Absolute non-dualism, rejecting‘the Tantric path of
Ramakrishna,” which the Master considered to be the finest practice.

®padey Ramnath Yogesh: The Tantric path of Ramakrishna ,Nalanda University, Pages-19-20 .
2019

° Padey Ramnath Yogesh:The Tantric path of Ramakrishna ,Nalanda University, Page-20. 2019
°Swami Nikhilananda: The Gospel of $rT Ramakrishna, Pages-82,73, 1942

*June McDaniel: Offering flowers feeding skulls, Pages-.188-195.2004

Swami Nikhilananda: The Gospel of $rT Ramakrishna, Page-51,1942

“Ibid.

“Swami Chetanananda Sri Ramakrishna and his Divine play, Page-446, 2003
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However,Narasingha P. Sill,concerns any attempt to derive any coherent
philosophical position from ST Ramakrishna's teachings and opposes all attempts to
categorize him as the "flag bearer" of a specific sectarian school. Because of Sii
Ramkrishna's unigue syncretism style and catholic outlook, many of his immediate
disciples, most notably Swami Vivekananda, embraced a new reading of his philosophy
that avoids the shortcomings of earlier systems. According to Swamiji, any one
philosophical school is not the most authentic representation of the non-sectarian and
harmonizing spirit of Ramakrishna than the original non-sectarian Vedanta of Upanisad
and Bhgvad Gita, which worked to reconcile a number of seemingly conflicting
philosophical positions, is authentic representation of Master’s philosophy.™

Ramakrishna declares that all spiritual ways and religions are welcome. As one
example, he says:

He accepts all paths; He has practiced all disciplines. He honors the Vedantins as
well as the Saktasand Vaispava. Thus, individuals from every sect gather here. And each
of them believes that he is a member of his school. He has utmost regard for
contemporary Brahmajnanis. *°

Conclusion

Sri Ramakrishna's idea of a universal religion came from his own mystical
experience rather than from study or reason. He holds that if a person practices their
religion with trust, sincerity, and mental purity, they can have a direct spiritual experience
in it. He never forced someone to follow his specific kind of religion. Indeed, Sii
Ramakrishna lived by the dictum that one should never criticize a religion. Every religion
or group has a role in God's plan. Ramakrishna believed that he could perceive God's
power at work, or /ila, in all places. In other words, he believed that religious harmony
should emerge organically from individual experiences (aparoksanubhiti) rather than
being forced on people through the use of dogmatic logic.
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Abstract: The word ‘sex’ refers to the biological attribute of an individual which is
determined at the time of birth. On the other hand, the word ‘gender’ means socially
constructed roles, behaviours, expressions and identity of different individuals. Gender
Stereotype is bias about the physical appearance, behaviour, personality, occupations etc.
of different genders, especially of men and women. In a developing country like India
different gender stereotypes affect individual . There is a societal myth that each man or
woman has to express some gender-based behaviour, for example, women have to rear
children, cook, clean home and men have to take responsibility of earning money. Men
who engage themselves in household work are often teased by society, as these works are
thought as feminine. There are many other stereotypes regarding personality, use of
language, choice of dress etc. in society; which not only affect individual but also
construct the mental make-up of future generation.

Keywords: Stereotype, gender, stress, behaviour

‘Sex’ and ‘gender’ are two different words having two different meanings.
According to Oxford English Dictionary, Sex is the classification of humans and many
other living things into the two main categories of male and female based on their
reproductive functions. So, Sex identity is natural. But, in case of human being, another
identity is artificially constructed by society regarding the roles, behaviour, expression
etc. of an individual. This is called gender identity. According to Oxford English
Dictionary, stereotype means an image or idea of a particular type of person or thing that
has become fixed through being widely held. Gender stereotype is bias about physical
appearance, behaviour, personality, use of language, occupation, choice of dress etc. of
different gender.

If we try to find out the cause of this social construction and biasness, it is found
that in the primitive society human beings had to fight with one another to earn their
livelihood. They had to collect their food by means of hunting. All these needs physical
strength. Chromosomes and hormones are some biological factors which are responsible
for physical and mental difference between men and women. Men, being physically
stronger than women in general, used to take the responsibility of collecting food. For
giving birth and rearing children women had to be confined in home for long time. They
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used to take the responsibility of household work. With the passage of time human being
became civilized and the need for fighting, hunting etc. ended. But, as a result of the habit
of a long period of time they developed a mental make-up which made them to believe
that outside activity is suitable for men and in-house activity is for women. This gave
men a chance to earn money and become self-dependent. From this point of view women
were considered as inferior to men. In a developing country like India, gender stereotype
affects the life of individual in different ways.

Indian society expects that each man and woman will express some gender-based
behaviour. For example, women are expected to look after children and take care of
elderly people, prepare food for family, wash clothes, clean home etc. Even when women
pursue professional career, it is expected that they will take the responsibility of these
household work also. This attitude makes women overburdened. The lives of rural
women are affected more than urban women as in village women face some extra
workload like fetching drinking water from far away, collecting fuel for cooking from
jungle etc. Urban women get some facilities like water supply from corporation,
availability of cooking gas etc. So, gender stereotype do not affect all women in the same
way. On the other hand, men are not expected to do household works. ‘In-house work is
only for women’- this concept has been imprinted in the mind of society. When same
type of activity is done by men outside home, which is useful to income money, is
welcomed by society. For this, the majority of chefs and laundry managers are men. On
the other hand, men who engage themselves in household work in their home are often
teased and stopped to do such activity by elderly relatives or neighbours, even by their
wives. Some men may have special interest in cooking or they may want to help their
wives or children to relieve them from becoming overburdened. But, stereotypes and
societal myth about particular work related with masculinity and femininity sometimes
make them ashamed and they face problem in balancing life. Again, some people believe
that men will take the responsibility of financial aspects, home repairing etc. in-house
activities, as these require intelligence. It is commonly thought that women are less
intelligent than men and they are suitable for mechanical work only. Children of Indian
families notice these gender-specific roles in their family and develop a mental make-up
that this is natural and they consider interchange of such roles as unnatural.

Education of some people is also affected by gender stereotypes. As women are
considered as caring, loving, physically weak and less intelligent than men, parents often
encourage women to choose arts subject and nursing as career. Men are thought to be
suitable for science subjects and to become doctors, engineers in future. In recent years
this biasness has been changed, but in rural areas it is still prevalent. This societal
expectation may affect some young boys having interest in arts, as Patriarchal society,
which is ruled by men, considers men to be the breadwinner for family. Usually, science
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subjects are thought to be useful in getting high-salaried job in future. In a gender-biased
society girls are often discouraged by family to take science subjects from the outlook
that they will get married and their main task will be to look after family. It is thought
that expending more money for daughter’s education will be useless. Any job for them is
considered to be more than enough.

Gender stereotype is connected with caste, class and religion in Indian society.
Caste is the classification of people on the basis of their quality and occupation, which
was established centuries ago. On the basis of this classification there was a hierarchy in
society. Each caste was assigned their duties. Caste was determined by birth. People of
so-called lower caste was considered as inferior and servant of other castes. This
mentality is still prevalent, specially in some states of India, like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan etc. Women of such caste face more inequality and deprivation in their life.
Class difference on the basis of economic condition of people has close relation with
gender stereotype. When working women of upper and upper-middle class can take help
from caregivers in household works, women of lower middle class are compelled to earn
money to run their family and at the same time have to bear the burden of household
work. In some religion also, there is a belief that women should remain within home, they
should not go outside without a male companion. For example, some Muslim people,
specially, backward Muslim community has this conservatism in their mind, which
restricts the right of education and self-dependency of women.

The effect of gender stereotype is reflected in workplace also. Women are often
thought of as gentle, sensitive, illogical and care giving. On the other hand, men are
thought as strong, forceful, aggressive, competent, competitive and independent. For this,
women, sometimes, are not given leadership related roles. According to a report by
professional networking platform LinkedIn and New Delhi-based public policy
consulting firm The Quantum Hub, the percentage of women in senior leadership roles
was 18.7% in 2023, but it has become 18.3% in 2024. Men are thought suitable for
leadership roles and women are associated with the roles like assistant or secretary. Many
people become doubtful about the potentiality of the performance of women. As a result,
sometimes, men and women employees of same designation are tasked with different
duties. Women employees may specially be assigned duty of buying stationary items or
organizing food packets in official programme. This often affects the self-esteem of
women. They may start to believe themselves less talented, less suited for challenging
assignments and less worthy to supervise than their male counterpart. Both men and
women have this gender bias, more or less in their mind, which limit and obstruct
women’s career advance. Inequality in pay structure is also a result of this gender
stereotype. In a gender-biased society, men are considered as superior to women. In 21%
century a greater number of women are taking management positions and this is
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becoming a threat towards the masculinity of many men who are working as subordinate.
Sometimes they become more assertive towards their female boss. All these disrupt the
healthy environment of any workplace. This may also affect the mental health of women.
They feel that they are underestimated in their workplace only for being a woman. Again,
women are viewed as meek, weaker sex by society and it may result in sexual harassment
in workplace. This also includes throwing insulting words towards women regarding their
competency. Women having children are thought to be less competent as they are
distracted by children. Society expects that women will ignore these ‘trivial” matters of
harassment and will not protest. Protesting women sometimes have to lose their job.

Choice of dress of individual is also affected by gender stereotype. It is expected
that Indian women will choose traditional Indian dress. Specially, in teaching profession
or in interview board they are expected to wear saree. But men are not expected to wear
traditional loincloth or dhoti. In societal outlook, men wearing western dress are fine. On
the other hand, women wearing western dress are often criticized as ultra-modern. This is
more prevalent in rural areas. It is also thought by society that such women want to
attract men by their attire and if a man touches them without their consent, it is their fault.
Actually, the clothing of such a woman, in general, does not indicate that she wishes to
be engaged in sexual relations. It is not an invitation to touch her also. Some women feel
that western dress is more comfortable to carry on outside activity. The concept of
wearing western dresses related with one’s wish of exposing oneself is often deemed
unacceptable. In different offices and institutions there are fixed dress-code for both men
and women, but any deviation by women are more noticed and criticized than that done
by men. Sports women are often considered as shameless as they have to wear short
dresses, which do not match with the traditional dress of patriarchal society. In fear of
criticism, some women refrain from being engaged in sports like football etc. in spite of
having interest and potentiality. As a result, women are considered less competent in
sports than men. It emphasizes the common societal myth that ‘sports field is mostly for
men’ .For this ,the performances of male sportsperson are celebrated more than that of
women. Commercial investment in Women’s sports IS Very poor in comparison to men’s
sports. For this, there is a huge pay gap between male and female sportsperson in most of
the sports. Sports equipment is mostly made keeping male structure in mind, which is
very much problematic for women. Women engaged in sports activity are sometimes
considered as less feminine, especially in rural areas. Their families are sometimes
teased, which is detrimental to their mental health.

There are some gender stereotypes regarding beauty in Indian Society. Women
are expected to be beautiful, which is measured by slim figure, fair complexion and long
hair. Women with dark skin colour, fatty figure and short hair are often considered as less
feminine. In the world of modelling these women are considered as less fitted. On the
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other hand, these criteria have very little impact on the life of men. The intelligence of
men are given more importance. In the advertisement of skin-care , eye-care or hair-care
products mostly women are represented as model. It is thought that beauty has primary
importance in the life of a woman, in comparison to a man. It is also reflected in the
matrimonial advertisement in media, where ‘fair, beautiful” women are wanted as bride
and ‘well established’ men are wanted as groom. Women in India are much more
affected by body-shaming than that of men. Women who are not so called ‘beautiful’
face insulting comments and trolls in social media. Many of them suffer from stress,
depression and try to become ‘beautiful’ by means of chemical treatment or crash diet,
which may have, sometimes, dangerous effect on health.

The choice of dress-colour is also affected by gender stereotype in our country. It
was ages ego when it was thought that some specific colours are related with masculinity
and some with femininity. Still now it is deep-rooted in the mindset of some people that
pink colour is for girls and blue, black, white or grey colour is for boys. It is thought that
pink colour is associated with qualities like nurturing and caring, which girls only should
have. On the other hand, colours like blue, black etc. are thought to be associated with
quality like aggression, which only boys should have. This is the result of long-term
conditioning from our society. Actually, boys also need to have caring quality and girls
also should develop aggression in demanding situation. So, there is no colour which is
naturally related with specific gender. There are some gender stereotypes not only
regarding dress colour, but also regarding print. Floral or any other print is thought to be
suited for women and stripe or single colour is thought to be for men. Parents, while
buying dress for their children sometimes show this biasness. As a result, from very
childhood a child may develop ‘other feeling’ towards its siblings or friends. So, it is
better to choose gender-neutral colour that enhances ones looks, for both children and
adults. Fashion is actually a matter of individual choice which should not be limited
within the sphere of any specific gender. It is also a gender stereotype that ornaments are
for men only. But, if we look back towards history, we find that in the ages of Vedas and
Upanishads men used jewellery as a part of their traditional attire. Men have a history of
wearing earrings, necklace, bracelets etc. as a symbol of wealth, community status or
religious devotion. But using ornaments by men is mostly thought as feminine.
Sometimes it is thought that those who use ornaments or so called ‘feminine’ dress are
transgenders. For this, some men have to face identity crisis. But, in present days some
actors like Ranveer Singh are using androgenous dress like skirts, ornaments which break
gender stereotypes. Androgenous dress are those which are not meant for any specific
gender. In some traditional Indian dress also, we find androgenous characteristics. For
example, skirt and dhoti or lungi are to some extent similar. In Maharashtra, women wear
saree in such a manner that has a similarity with dhoti. But gender stereotype is so deep-
rooted in human mind that it is very hard to come out of it. A woman wearing so called
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dress like men or expressing less femininity is often called ‘tomboy’, but men wearing
so-called dress like women or expressing emotions are often more marked and criticized,
as society thinks it as degradation or becoming something inferior. This societal
mentality is also expressed through the behaviour towards children. Most of the parents
buy dolls, toy kitchen-kit for their daughters and toy guns, vehicles, bat-balls for their
sons. In some cases, girls are given guns, vehicles, bat-balls, but boys are never given
dolls or kitchen-kits. If a boy shows interest in these toys, they are told that ‘these are for
girls, not for you.” Boys who express emotion by crying often asked ‘why are you crying
like a girl?’ In this way, from the very childhood people develop gender biasness and
concept of specific gender roles in their minds.

By means of language gender stereotypes are reinforced in society. Pronouns
such as ‘Sir’ is often used to refer to both men and women. It is true even within the
parliament of India. According to a report by ‘The Hindu’ in June 2022, references to
inherently masculine pronouns are made over 150 times in the Rules of procedure in
Rajya Sabha. Words like ‘mankind’, ‘man-made’, ‘chairman’, ‘businessman’, ‘fireman’
are some common words used in society which express gender bias embedded in it. In
literature and films also, women are shown as weak and men are represented as their
saviors. The Supreme Court of India very recently has released a guideline which can
help judges to identify languages that promote incorrect ideas about women. It offers
many alternative words and phrases to be used in judiciary to combat gender stereotypes.
For example, words like ‘Chaste Woman’ should be replaced by ‘woman’ only.

Another gender stereotype that is prevalent in Indian Society is women who
smoke or drink alcohol are fallen in character. On the other hand, smoking for men are
considered very natural and consuming alcohol is considered as ‘manly’. Many people
think that attraction towards these is an expression of masculinity. But when women
smoke cigarettes or drink alcohol they are criticized by family and society only for being
women. In India it is also thought that such women want to be engaged in sexual
relationship with men. In Indian films it is shown that cigarette smoking men are
intelligent, sometimes detectives. On the other hand, smoking and drinking women are
shown as villains. It is scientifically proved that smoking or consuming alcohol is
injurious to health, even may cause disease like cancer. No one is supposed to consume
these things. But when women take these ‘forbidden’ things as a means of recreation
society feel irritated and it becomes a matter of disapproval.

There is a popular gender stereotype that young women are unable to take any
decision in their life. For this, many women in India are get married with a person about
whom they know very little. It is thought that the decision taken by their family is enough
in this regard. As a result, many women in India are compelled to lead an unhappy
married life with a person having huge mental difference with them. Women who decide
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to be single are often asked about their marriage planning much more than any unmarried
man. The root cause of this attitude is that society thinks a woman as weak, dependent
and expects that she must have a husband for safety and fulfillment of primary needs.
Unmarried women often avoid their relatives in fear of being asked the same question
about their marriage. In India there is another strong gender stereotype that every married
woman want to become a mother. As women are thought to be caring by nature,
motherhood is considered as an inevitable event in their life. In 21% century’s fast life,
some couple want to be childless in their own will. This type of decision is very much
personal. But, in any homely gathering only women are asked about their family
planning. It is also a gender stereotype that only women are responsible for any kind of
infertility. Some Indian women have to face humiliation in this regard and they are,
sometimes not allowed to be involved in different auspicious ceremonies. It is thought
that without motherhood life of a woman cannot get perfection. On the other hand, men
are free from facing any such prejudice.

Media plays an important role in perpetuating gender stereotypes. In movies men
are shown as strong, aggressive, decision maker in family and protector of women. On
the other hand, women are represented as weak, dependent on men, making conspiracy
against other women. Sometimes, dialogue of Indian films portray women as liability of
family. In most of the advertisements, women are shown in their traditional role of
serving food or caring children. All these strengthen the gender specific roles in viewer’s
mind, specially in the mind of young children. But, media has the potentiality to
challenge gender biasness also. In recent years, in films and television serials women are
being represented as officers, detectives, sportsperson, taking responsibility of parents. In
some advertisements also men are being shown as working in kitchen or taking care of
children. This can be effective to change the mindset of common people as mass media
can reach a huge number of people at the same time.

There can be arguments that according to Article 15 of Indian constitution, any
discrimination on the basis of gender is forbidden. Now Women are getting opportunity
of education, scope of expressing opinion. They have equal right of choosing any
profession, women are holding post of ministers. So, there is no discrimination or bias on
the basis of gender. But this conclusion cannot be so easily drawn, because this view is
only one- sided. A huge number of women do not get this opportunity. For this,
participation of women in salaried job is significantly less than men. There are different
Government scholarships for girls to enhance their scope of education. But, educated and
sometimes self- dependent women also face gender biasness in different sphere of their
life. Pinki was a 19 years old college student. She told me that she was not allowed to
come at college without cleaning his elder brother’s room. Her brother had no such task.
For this, she often could not reach college in time. Sunita was an 18 years old girl from
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lower income group family. Her parents sent her to my neighbour’s house for household
work. She told me that her mother tells her that she can eat food only after her brother
eats sufficient food in her house. In most of the times she does not get sufficient food.
Sonali was a 25 years old married woman who worked in a private sector. Her in-laws
told her that she has to wear saree every time and she can go for her job only after
completing cooking and other household works in the morning. She was so overburdened
that she was compelled to resign her job. There are millions of such women who are
affected by gender stereotype in different spheres of life.

Conclusion

Any gender stereotype hinders the natural flow of life of an individual. The root
of this biasness lies in the concept of inequality. Pointing one gender as inequal to other
gender on the basis of some false interpretation leads to biasness towards that gender.
Total change in the societal mindset is necessary to break this attitude. Implementation of
gender- equality in the curriculum at the early school level is very much important in this
regard. NCERT has already recommended that schools must ensure that teachers pay
equal attention to boys and girls and schools should select books and other activities
without gender bias. Sensitization program for parents is also recommended. If students
learn gender equality from the very beginning of their life, they will be able to give any
individual proper respect that he or she deserves and help others to eradicate
misconception from their mind.  Stereotypes are deep-rooted in human mind from
centuries ago. So, we cannot expect that it will be eradicated in a few years. But, now -a-
days some people are coming out of it and performing gender neutral roles. We can
expect minimization of gender stereotype in future. This is the only light of hope in 21
century.
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