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First and foremost [ would like to express my deep sentiments of gratitude to
every one of you for your constant support, love and concern towards the
publication of this peer reviewed multidisciplinary academic journal which
enables and encourages us to strive hard to carry forward the mission of
spreading value-based knowledge to one and all. We are partners in learning
with our students and seek to deepen their knowledge, provide enriching and
innovative learning experiences, while also gently urging our students to
come out of their comfort zone to attempt new challenges of quality
publication. We focus on discovering, developing and drawing out the
hidden talents and the magic lying dormant inside all of its students and
researchers. From academics to co-curricular activities, perseverance and a
never-say-die spirit are entrenched in the heart of every student not only
making them good students but brilliant human beings.

Iam very happy with the progress the college has made by imbibing in its
students value based education synergized with modern teaching-learning
methods to produce a generation of well informed and emotionally sound
generation. [ am positive that in times to come we will continue this journey
of publication with elevated enthusiasm and persistently provide a platform
ofholistic learning to the young generation of learners and researchers.
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DumDum Motijheel Rabindra Mahavidyalaya

o /




-

o

JOURNAL COMMITTEE 2022

EDITORS CHIEF ADVISOR
Dr. Apurba Pahar Sri. Subhabrata Bhattacharjee
Dr. Kamal Sarkar Teacher-in-Charge

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Dr. Jayeeta Ray, Associate Professor, Rabindra Bharati University

Dr. Mohini Mohan Sardar, Professor, West Bengal State University

Dr. Soma Bhadra Ray, Associate Professor, West Bengal State University
Dr. Debdas Mondal, Assistant Professor, Jadavpur University

Dr. Subhrajit Sen, Assistant Professor, Gourbanga University

Dr. Sanat Rath, Assistant Professor, Viswa Bharti University

Dr. Amar Kumar Chakraborty, Assistant Professor, Raigunj University
Dr. Chandan Basu, Professor, Netaji Open University

Dr. Monorima Sen, 4ssistant Professor, The Sanskrit College & University

Dr.Arnab Kumar Mukhopadhyay, Assistant Professor, Presidency University

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

Dr. Sarmistha Roy Chowdhury (Convener)
Dr. Apurba Pahar
Dr. Kamal Sarkar
Smt. Sangita Bhattacharjee
Dr. Suparna Das
Smt. Debleena Sarker

/




AP

e ¢ Trrmifed Gt [HieR ETHNIE 9ieT <0 big SIEl 766 | Iie- R
ey e @ T 52ll, 76 21, foais w2l — =1, 71, S e F1 gre e o 23cs! F=ifey |
TSRS {3 GRS SR 212 5eTl 9 ZAMReT 2006-0b RrmEre | «3 Al
@ 20T A=) TR Awiofel e | sAfeiibre e feor Aol s e 2w |
AT 2T 2CH2 12, TRETR Riq CFa SOR T @ I FFAoR T(E GF
R SICETEal | 23Te ey R @b A0 IR 915 & G Al (FIEAC 9o
AT ATHB (@A &l TSR, T G ACH AR Sl AcFe Alfere) Tt (2oam
T+ 797 (Genre) T (71 TR | (7T (RGN (Ffers 2T 7, ST Sl 72K
A7 2T 2 BTy, ©HE Seel ACAE for «afh ekes | fere sMifzey Sy Mifzrea
T 6w fRE ZreTe AR ATy (312 wfere e € 2iifgs s dPifEReel 3o
BT ST 3 2T | TGN ToICF T, I S 7 (@MICT Sl (I ACFHA
FRICRIIS 200, (oxi Wiee SRl KA CRorarhiRtaa nisas e «2 sfapiba
Mo 20 BT 1M sAfesnifoa 2ol aeaz e, « e fas 713 |

ATGRIT S-S oI, Bfa-2Iar oLl 2116 N2 TIye 207 @2 S Aif | fRsra- Ko
G IO A SIS SR S PI0E (96 ORI TA0o! 16 20 110 | e
JAETSICE (TG, (A0S T I RN IET T AATT — & FLA TSI ANS] | ZH00! A0
022 5SSl | LTI 2/ (F I S € W] L (FRCR OIF VIR @ WG (T |
S R TOR TBCH T 22 [ |

TR AfeFa @ A dF=E CFg SAMBNGAT 75e1 oy, [fes b
FFE] T, AR FALF SIFF 8 G2 FTF 76T AR FIR (S 2fsfame
FRCANMTS] (AT | AFHCR SR (AP (AT SIFls SE ! | S R €
S SRR e 2RI FOS! Gioie B, AN SN2 FFECF SRS A |
IR SIS T € TS| A (2IteT 2GRl 77l 2@ 1 | 2 SifeTpl 7 20eT=
IR SIS S, O WS 2 SINTHES AR SR AR | 2Afaia 2wt
TSRS G &AW |







( Contents

Indian Women and their Empowerment in Different Fields of Life
—Atasi Mallick Mondal

Accommodation of Multiplicity of Identities:
A Study of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's Select Novels

—Dr Kamal Sarkar

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar: In the Light of Humanism
— Dr: Sanchali Bhattacharya & Mithun Chowdhury

Short Story: A new Genre of Modern Sanskrit Literature
— Dr. Sukanya Bhattacharjee

SRR AN ARTS) AT HEr S A S[ga
— (TR ST

e Ol KRR TEH ol R e it @6 AR
— ©. (IS NS

P e D e (S A O T A P RS SR B RAS AR S L (RS A S )
— oS A3

Page No.

14

20

25

32

44

52






Indian Women and their Empowerment in Different
Fields of Life

Atasi Mallick Mondal
Guest Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, Raidighi College

Abstract: These present paper attempts to analyze the need of empowerment of women in
our India. Women are the epitome of strength, love, sacrifice and courage. When we explain
about the word 'women', we do limiting its meaning to an obedient daughter, house wife and
amother. We forget that feminine energy is the essence of the universe. The one who creates
all maters and consciousness, the eternal and infinity. The metaphysical and empirical
reality, the soul of everything. The women is celebrated as the most powerful and
empowering force in the Upanishades. We forget that women are significant contribution to
the growing modern world. The empowerment of women has become of the most important
topic, because the word 'women empowerment' still an illusion. The women of India are
disempowered and they enjoyed lower status than that of man. Gender gap exist regarding
access to education and every side of life. But this study concludes by an observation that,
women are in modern world try to achieve their goal, and overall everything is better now.

Keywords : Women , Empowerment, Equal, Social, Political, Development
Introduction

The word empowerment essentially means that the women have the power or capacity to
development, in the social, political and economic power — which enables them to move
them lower stage to higher stage. The origins of the concept of the empowerment go back to
the civil rights in the USA in 1960. In 1980's the word empowerment has become popular in
the field of social development, especially in reference to women. In the modern time the
word empowerment has virtually replaced such as welfare, community, participation and
poverty alleviation to describe the goal of development and intervention. Women are integral
part of every economy. All round development and harmonious growth of the nation would
be possible only when women are considered as equal status with men. The status of women
in India has been subject to many great changes over the Ancient times. In the early Vedic
period women enjoyed equal status with men. In Rigved and Upanishades we get various
names of women like — Gargi, Maitry etc. in ancient times Grammarians such as Patanjali,
Katyana — suggest women were educated in early vedic period and enjoyed equal status with
men in all aspect. This is the golden period of women life. But in the period of post Vedic age
and the epic ages they had faced various difficulties. After independent of India, the
constitutional maker and the national leaders (Gandhiji, Rajaram Mohan, Vidyasagar)
strongly demand the equal social position of women with men. Today in this modern age , we
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have seen in everywhere the women occupied the respectable position with equal to men, in
all walks of the fields. But all of these, they are not absolutely free from some discrimination
and harassment of the society. In this paper I explain in a simple way how the women of our
India strong their position various fields of life.

Empowerment of women in India: Gandhiji said about women that, “ women have the
right to participate in all the activities of life and like men have equal rights of freedom and
liberty. She is entitled to a supreme place in her own sphere of activity as man is in his”. (in
his speech at Bhagini Samaj Bombay. In February 1918.) .women empowerment is a
debatable subject. In this modern India, women enjoy a unique status of equality with the
men. Crossing a long way to achieve, the women came in this present position. History is the
eyewitness that, women are, - (a) dependent on male members (b) a female not to allow in his
family , to speak with loud voice.(c)widows are not permitted to attain — the social or family
activities with the others.(d) they are tortured various ways in our society. The empowerment
of women is enable them to face any difficult situation and they should be able to participate
in various development activities. The women are able to participate in the process of
decision making. In our India, the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD -
1985), and the National Commission for Women (NCW), have been worked for the rights
and legal entitlement of Women.
Name of Indian women who famous Various fields :
1. Name of women in politics: women today are more political and practical and rational
then earlier. Some Indian women name in politics - Indira Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi,
Medhapatekar ( Narmoda Basao), Mayawati, Mrs, Protiva Devi Singh Patil, Mrs,

Dropodi Murmu, our chief Minister Momta Benarji, BJP leader Susma Soraj , Protiva
Patil.

2. Name of Women in Sports : Mary Kom, Sania Mirza, P.V.Shindhu, Hima Das, etc.

3. Name of Women in science and technology : Kalpana chowla, sunita Williams,
Kadambini Ganguly, Rajeshwari Chatterjee, Anna Mani, Bibha Chowdhari, Asima
Chatterjee..

4. Name of women in social activities : Mother Teresa, Bhogini Nivedita, Kiran Vedi,etc.

5. Women in entertainment Industry : Lata Mungeshkar, Asha Bhosela, Priyanka Chopra,
Susmita Sen, etc.

6. Women in Business : Neeru Sharma ( Co-Founder and director — platform Business at
Infibeam Avenues), Shweta Deashmukh, Tanuja Gomes, MS. Alisha Moopen, etc.

7. Women in health and Education : Sri Preethaji, Kadambini Ganguly etc.
Women and Legal Rights
Our Indian constitution has provided equality for all women. This all are:

1. Equal Remuneration act of 1976 : it provides for equal pay to men and women, for
equal work.
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Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 : this provides the for girls to repudiate a child Marriage
before attaining maturity whether the marriage has been consummated or not.

Dowry Prohibition act of 1961: women's subjection to cruelty a cognizable offence.
Child Marriage act of 1976 .

Medical Terminal Pregnancy act of 1971: legalizes abortion by qualified professional
on humanitarians or medical grounds. The act has further been amended specifying
the place and person authorized to perform abortion and provide for penal action
against the unauthorized persons performing abortions.

The protection of women from Domestic Violence act, 2005. : it provides for
immediate and emergent relief to women in situations of violence of any kind in the
home.

Immortal Traffic (prevention) act 1956.

Indecent representation of Women (Prohibition)act 1986.
Commission of Sati (prevention) 1987.

Maternity Benefitact 1961.

Mines act 1952 and factories act 1948.

Dissolution of Muslim Marriage act 1939.

Muslim Women ( protection of rights on Divorce) act 1986.
Family courts act 1984.

Indian Penal code 1860.

Code of criminal Procedure 1873.

Indian Christian Marriage act 1872.

Legal Services Authorities act 1987.

Minimum Wages act 1948.

Pre-Conception and Pre-Natural Diagnostic Techniques ( Prohibition of Sex
Selection ) act 1994.

Issues and problems faced by women In India

There are various problems which our women faces day by day in our society in India. Some
of the problems are described in bellow:

a) Selective abortion and female infanticide : it is very common practice to our India to sex
selective abortion to destroy girl child.

b) Sexual harassment : in our India, the girl child are not safe, they are sexual exploitation
in their home, street, public places, transports, offices etc., by the family members,
neighbors, friends, or relatives.
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c) Low status in the family : it is very much true , in our Indian family women have very
low status , they don't talking loudly , eating faster than a male, they don't have right to
walking fast etc.

d) Child Marriage : itis highly practiced in rural India.

e) Dowry and Bride Burning : parents of Boys demand the lot of money from the bride's
family. In 2005 , around 6787 dowry death cases were registered in India according to
the Indian National Crime Bureau reports.

f) Disparity in education : the level of women education less than men in modern India still
now.

g) Domestic Violence : 70% of Indian women according to child development office or
women development office, affected by domestic violence. It is by their husband,
relatives and family members.

h) Status of widows : widows are considered as worthless in their family, society, and
country still now. They are treated poorly and forced wear white clothes, bold head,
eating vegetables etc.

Earlier time women are faced various problems like - child marriage, sati pratha, parda
pratha, devadasi system, widow remarriage restriction etc. this all system , that all are almost
old traditional problems remove from the society, but it leave all the new issues. They are
facing problems in their daily life even in modern Indian constitution given them equal rights
and opportunity.

Some major problems are

* Violence against Women : women are being victims of violence at huge level day by day
because of increasing crimes against women. Women getting kidnaped in every 44
minutes, rape at every 47 minutes, 17 dowry death in every day, etc. they face dowry
related harassment , death, marital rape, wife-battering, sexual abuse, deprivation of
food, etc.

* Gender discrimination : Girl children are becoming real victims of the discrimination.
There are always a comparison between power of work , men and women. Gender
discrimination affected women in the areas like nutrition, education, health care etc.

Conclusion

In this world women today get various opportunity , but they have to faced various problems.
They don't get their real power position in this society. Globalization has presented new
challenges for the realization of the goal of women equality. Women empowerment can't
possible unless women come with and help to self-empower themselves. There is a need to
formulate reducing feminized poverty , promoting education of women, and elimination of
violence against women. Gandhiji told that, women is the nobelest of God's creation,
supreme in here own sphere of activity. In today's modern India women position is not
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satisfactory. We should not forget that the progress of a nation cannot be possible without
active participation of women. If we are wants to save our culture, tradition, and spiritual
values, we should protect our women very carefully.
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Accommodation of Multiplicity of Identities: A Study of
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's Select Novels

Dr Kamal Sarkar

Assistant Professor, Department of English,
Dum Dum Motijheel Rabindra Mahavidyalaya

Abstract: With the growing consciousness and due to situational changes, human-beings
confront new roles in life and usually there creates confusions within the self whether to
succumb to the new identities or retain the past ones. This situation is usually termed as an
identity crisis. In the case of the Indian women, the pressure to retain existing identities is a
bit high in comparison to the men as there is a domination of the so-called patriarchal society.
Usually, Indian women sacrifice their passion to get new identities to make the pillars of
patriarchal society stable. This paper will show how the women characters in Chitra
Banerjee Divakaruni's novels named Mistress of Spices and Queen of Dreams incorporate
new identities with the existing ones. Through this amalgamation of tradition and individual
values, the women characters in these novels become part of the multi-culturalism.

Keywords: Identity, Culture, New life, Consciousness, Humanity

Who am [? What is my role in this place? Do I really belong here? Do I really belong
anywhere? These are the most usual questions that a person asks to his or her self when new
identities appear before the person. Among the several identities, we become puzzled for
which one to choose. As human-beings, we always want to cling to our past and that is why
there is a sense of loss broods over our mind when the options of new identities appear before
us. Most of the times, we perceive this transitional phase of choosing a new identity in
addition of the previous one in a pessimistic way and we usually define it in terms of 'identity
crisis' on the basis of our illusory glorified past. In the past, we always tried to get new
identities and when these options come before us we feel a sense of estrangement with our
past. We generally do not consider these new identities as the way for new possibilities in
life. This paper will try to elucidate how in the novels like Mistress of Spices and Queen of
Dreams by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni characters adapt their new identities for the sake of
new possibilities and with an optimistic outlook. Divakaruni's characters are not weak to
succumb to the situations rather, on the contrary, they have their inner power to cope up with
the new developments.

With the expanding corpus of the Indian novels in English, inter-culturalism, inversions
ofidentities, moral dilemmas and cultural displacement have become recurring themes. The
first generation of the Indian novels in English in the 1930-40s, including Mulk Raj Anand,
R.K. Narayan, Raja Rao, were mostly imbibed with the nationalistic zeal regarding India's
independence. Their novels also dealt with the emancipation of narrow castesim and
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dichotomies of social structure. In the 1950s and 1960s, women writers started to come
under the limelight with their women protagonists who have strong psychological insights
and effort to deal with the sense of alienation in the modern India. The women novelists
during the 1950s and 1960s like Kamala Markandaya with the anguish of the modern Indian
society pervaded with machines; Ruth Parwer Jhabvala with the conflict between the East
and the West; Nayantara Sahgal with her deep concern for the women who face
disillusionment; Anita Desai with women protagonists who question about their identities,
and many others paved the path for the women writers of the later generations to express their
sensibilities as humans. Continuing the tradition, the women novelists in the 1980s and
1990s like Sashi Deshpande, Arundhati Roy, Githa Hariharan, Manju Kapoor, Bharati
Mukherje, Kiran Desai, Jhumpa Lahiri, Bharati Kirchner, Anjana Appachana, and Chitra
Banerjee Divakaruni, etc. do not present women as mere individuals but also they add
reshaping qualities to their characters with the capacity to influence the patriarchal society.
Most of these writers belong to the category called Indian diasporic literature. The diasporic
writers express the experience of the immigrants in an adopted country. Rootlessness,
homelessness, dislocation, and displacement take shape through the nostalgic romance for
their homelands. Their writings also delve into the deeper selves of the women characters
and their discovery of a new identity on the basis of self-realization and self-confidence.

Divakaruni's major works like Mistress of Spices (1997) and Queen of Dreams (2004)
deal with the quest of the identity of the Indian-American women. Tilotamma, also known as
Tilo, is the protagonist in Mistress of Spices, who helps to cure problems, mostly
psychological, of the people in America through the miraculous and secret power of spices.
The novel describes a journey of different cultural identities in the life of Tilo that shows her
transformation from Nayan-Tara to Maya. Before becoming Maya, her life has been part of
several cultural identities. At the time of her birth, she gets the name Nayan-Tara, which
means the start of the eye. Soon it is revealed that she has the power to see the future. Later
when she reaches her womanhood she is being kidnapped by the pirates who make her their
queen and also change her name into Bhagyavanthi and use her as a symbol of good luck.
During a sea-storm, she escapes from the pirates and comes to a mystifying island where
from the First Mother she gets another name, Tilo, after sesame, the spice for the restoration
of health and hope. She is also trained there with the knowledge of the healing power of the
spices. Then she comes to California as the owner of an Indian spice-shop. Towards the end
of the novel, she gives herself a new name, Maya, when she decides to create her earthly
paradise through constructive actions. Thereby, throughout her life, Tilo is very open to
adaptunknown future. Veena Noble Dass in her book, Feminism, and Literature, comments:

“The crux of feminism in India is the Indian woman who is caught in the flux of
tradition and modernity and her attempts to beat the burden of the past and realize
the aspirations of the future.” (11)

In Divakaruni's novel, Tilo does not reject her past rather on the contrary by keeping the
values of her past; she tries to seek a new life.
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Many women who will witness so many facades of life generally turn to be an
impersonal human-being with a pragmatic outlook towards life but Tilo, on the contrary,
feels emotionally attached to her customers. She starts to act their guardian spirit with her
remedies for emotional and spiritual ailments of her customers. Her profession of curing
problems of the South-Asian immigrants and American people with the Indian spices itself
suggests her effort to develop a trans-cultural bond between people with different ethnic,
religious and cultural backgrounds. By living only within her shop all the time, Tilo develops
a natural bonding with her customers and that is why before returning to the mysterious
island, she starts to remember her customers with whom she has developed an emotional
bonding, as she says:

“I walk the emptied aisles, saying good-bye, remembering the moments. Here
Haroun first offered me his palm to read, here Ahuja's wife leaned admiring over a
sari colored like the silken heart of papaya. Here Jagjit stood behind his mother,
innocent his turban green as parrots.” (Mistress of Spices 180)

Identity develops through a series of interactions between the outer world and the inner self.
In the case of the Indian women, most of the time they fall victim of two different identities
and they become confused which one to choose and which one to reject. This confusion
comes to the women as a result of their self-discovery, as Elaine Showalter in her book, 4
Literature of Their Own, defines three phases of the feminist consciousness: “the feminine
phase of internalization, the feminist phase of revolt and the female phase of self-discovery"
(13). Most of the Indian women suppress their authentic self in order to cope up with the
dominant patriarchal society but there are some women also who reshape their
consciousness and acquire a new identity and Tilo is one of them.

The young girl within the appearance of an old woman in Tilo wants to be imbibed in
love when a'lonely American', Raven, ignites the desire of love in her. For his love, Tilo even
discards the rules of the mistresses of spices and in this way, she also gets a new identity. Her
forbidden love for Raven also points out that she wants to break the cultural dichotomies and
be a part of the universal love and humanity. When she transgressed the rules of the
mistresses of spices the First Mother appears in her dream and tells her to atone her
disobedience by plunging herself into Shampati's fire. Though she gets emotional for losing
her relationship with Raven and her other customers, she becomes ready for the atonement
after proposing solutions for each of her customers who have already shared their problems
with her. The Shampati's fire does not consume her and she gets a new life with a new
identity. When she does not understand the actual reason for getting a new life in spite of her
determination to atone for her disobedience, she hears from the spices that it is because of her
mental anguish for disobeying the rules of the island; she is spared from further punishment.
She gives herself a new name, Maya, and becomes ready to create an earthly paradise for
herselfthrough her constructive and positive approach towards life, as she tells Raven:

“...there is no earthly paradise. Except what we can make back there, in the soot in the
rubble in the crisped-away flesh. In the guns, the white drug-dust, the young men
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and women lying down to dream of wealth and power and waking in cells.”
(Mistress of Spices 186)

Her new name is also symbolic as shows her nature of understanding regarding the nature of
human relationships and different roles and identities in life which are transient and illusory,
and she says:

“Ineed aname like that,  who now myselfto hold up.” (Mistress of Spices 188)

Though she understands the transitory nature of human relationships in life still she wants to
spread love and humanity irrespective of narrow demarcations on the basic culture,
casteism, ethnic background, and language barrier.

Tilotamma's mental strength is like the two cousins, Sudha and Anju, in order another
novel named Sister of My Heart. In this novel, Sudha leaves her husband's family and goes to
America in order to raise her girl child. On the other hand, Anju, after her miscarriage, tries to
live through her self-reliance and her love for Dayita, Anju's daughter. Tilotamma always
accepts her new identities but not in exchange for her previous ones. She constantly
remembers her life on the mysterious island and her life before that. Probably the
remembrance of her past life encourages her to grab new identities. Her positive approach
for new identities does not curb her past memories. The same approach towards life can be
found in the life of Mrs. Gupta in Devakaruni's another novel, Queen of Dreams. Mrs. Gupta,
in Queen of Dreams, is an Indian immigrant living in California and she is also an interpreter
of dreams. As an orphan, she is raised by her aunt. So from the beginning, she realizes the
importance of a family in life. She falls in love with a man in Calcutta which is against the
rules of the dream-tellers but she does not have any regrets for this. After her marriage, she
realizes that her power to interpret dreams is fading, away. As she does not want to lose her
past as an interpreter of dreams, she is fallen into a situation where she has to choose either
her role as a wife and mother or as an interpreter of dreams. For her, both the identities are
important and thereby she makes a balance between the two and tries to perform her role in
both ways. Her desire to get identities is well justified through her statement in her dream
journals where she writes:

“What did I want from my transforming dream? I wanted it to take me into a new
world, one unshackled by the rules that guided every moment of our lives in the
cave. | wanted reckless passion. [ wanted an adventure. I wanted a man who'd be
willing to kill himself for my love". (Queen of Dreams 262).

Most of the time Mrs. Gupta vacillates between her passion for individual identity and her
familial responsibility and she tries to find answers for her problems, as she writes in her
dream journal:

“I' who advised so many people on their problems had no idea how to solve my own".
(Queen of Dreams 230).

She tries to make a synthesis of her dream world and the real world. When she realizes
that her husband is suffering isolation due to her passion for dreams, she tries to fulfill her
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duty as a responsible partner irrespective of her own likeness, as she records in her dream
journal:

“Perhaps it was guilt, or perhaps it was that [ knew I'd soon be gone, but during this
time I tried to do everything my husband liked. I cooked his favorite dishes. (I was
not a good cook, having had no experience in the caves, but I tried.) I accompanied
him each evening to a nearby lake to feed the ducks, an activity that bored me but
that seemed to give him pleasure. And when he wanted to, which was almost every
night, I lethim make love to me". (Queen of Dreams 293)

Probably this approach to make her husband happy at any cost shows her role as an Indian
wife, who sacrifices her own happiness to make her husband happy but at the same time,
Mrs. Gupta does all these things in order to pursue her passion as an interpreter of dreams,
which suggests her desire to get a new identity. Her efficiency to handle both the
responsibilities at the same time comes out from her desire to redefine her self. Not only as a
wife but also as a mother she tries to fulfill her responsibility. When Rakhi decides to close
her Chai House permanently because of a usurping competitor, Mrs. Gupta comes to Rakhi
to support her daughter in order to perform her mother's role. As a saviour, she tries to uplift
Rakhi's mental strength and says:

“You've got to find a whole new angle for the store, something with spirit and energy
to bring people back in. And you must do it quickly before you grow weaker”.
(Queen of Dreams 88)

Rakhi has always a grudge against her mother for not letting her know her mother's
past and it only after Mrs. Gupta's death, Rakhi realizes that importance of her mother's role
in her life. Though it is also true that Mrs. Gupta has not been able to fulfill her responsibility
fully as a wife and mother but she intentionally does not negate her responsibilities in both
the cases. If there is any gap in Mrs. Gupta's relationship with her husband and daughter it is
only because she considers herself liable to fulfill all of her responsibilities as a wife, a
mother and an interpreter of dreams. There is no lack of efficiency in her desire to fulfill her
responsibilities. Like Tilo, Mrs. Gupta does not make any discrimination to serve people.
These two women through their special power try to create new identities but not at the cost
of their pastidentities.

James Clifford in “Diaspora” mentioned the initial ambiguous nature of the identity of
the immigrant women who suffer through a hard time to decide how to get new identity by
keeping the previous one. Clifford writes:

“Life for women in the diasporic situation can be painful — struggling with the
material and spiritual insecurities of exile, with the demands of family and work, and
with the claims of old and new patriarchies". (314)

Tilo and Mrs. Gupta in Devakaruni's novels come out of the struggle of their self start start to
live on the basis of their self-esteem and self-confidence. Indian women are often made to
bear the concept of biculturalism in their mind as they are injected with the realization that
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after their marriage they will have to leave their father's house and move to a new place with
new people. In Devakaruni's novels, Mistress of Spices and Queen of Dreams, Tilo and Mrs.
Gupta transgress this proposed norm through their acceptance of multi-culturalism in place
of biculturalism in an optimistic way.
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Abstract: Vidyasagar is considered as the pioneer of humanism. Vidyasagar was a major
social reformer and spearheaded the Bengal Renaissance era. Vidyasagar aimed for the
overall social, educational, moral and cultural development of the people. He strived for his
entire life to eradicate various social evils, uplift the conditions of the people of lower
sections of the society and spread the light of education among them. His efforts to elevate
the social position of women and his continuous efforts to help them achieve equal positions
in the society are exceptionally noted.

Keywords: Humanism, Individualism, Renaissance, Rationalism, Education.

The period 1450-1600 is generally considered to be the period of Italian and European
Renaissance. Humanism was a part of the philosophy of the Renaissance era. According to
humanists, the goal of a person should not only be proficient in a few fields or to master
various fields, but also to achieve true humanity to become an ideal person. To achieve this
goal, the attainment of education is an indispensible criterion. Human society and life, the
principles and ideals of survival, the free will of the individual, and the relationship of the
world with the individual— all are attached with modern humanity.

The legacy of social reform movement started by Ram Mohan Roy in the Renaissance of
Bengal was carried on by Vidyasagar. His sole aim was to ensure the overall welfare of the
people and arise the feeling of social awareness among them. Just as Ram Mohan Roy played
a leading role in establishing equal rights of women in the society by abolishing the practice
of “Sati”, similarly, Vidyasagar also embarked on the struggle for the establishment of fair
rights of women in the society through social reforms. Vidyasagar wanted to enhance the
position of widows in the contemporary society by forming a movement for their rights. He
also tried to eradicate polygamy and child marriage.

The most accomplished work of Vidyasagar's life was his contribution towards the
enactment of the Widow Remarriage Act, the largest social movement in Bengal in the
nineteenth century. At that time, various corruptions and many evil religious practices were
indulged in the society of Bengal. Earlier the widow remarriage attempts were made in one
or two places in Bengal before Vidyasagar, by some other social reformers but the attempts
failed. Vidyasagar was the first to succeed in this endeavour. His main objective was to
awaken the conscience of the people towards widows through this reform movement. He
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took great pains to bring about a major change in the society which were the stepping stones
for the Bengal Renaissance. His goal was achieved by the passing of the Widow Remarriage
Act in the Executive Committee of the British Government on 26 July, 1856. In the
nineteenth century, the 'Widow Remarriage' movement significantly delivered a serious
blow to the social stagnation. The spark of formidable determination and courage that can be
seen in this movement is incomparable.

Vidyasagar's goal was not only to end compulsory widowhood but also he advocated
denouncing polygamy, another evil practice prevailing in the contemporary society. Due to
the prohibition of practice of “Sati”, the number of widows in Bengal became significantly
high. Moreover, the introduction of Widow Remarriage initiated several problems including
polygamy. A group of people out of greed for money indulged in practising polygamy. As a
result, the practice of polygamy in the name of widow remarriage initiated a new problem in
the society. In this context, it is to be mentioned that the problem of polygamy arose from the
“Koulinyo” system that emerged during the reign of Ballal Sen. Due to the compulsion of
parents of the daughters to marry their daughters to “Kulin” (upper caste) bridegrooms,
unscrupulous “Kulins” would get married more than once. Vidyasagar, in his book, made a
strong statement expressing his point of view that the practice of polygamy and “Koulinyo”
system would create a terrible situation in the society and this practice was completely
against the scriptures. He said that it is not possible to eradicate this evil practice without help
ofthe government.

Another important aspect of Vidyasagar's social reform movement is the campaign for
the prohibition of child marriage. According to Vidyasagar, child marriage hinders the
education of both boys and girls. Childhood is the best time to develop oneself as a true, real,
ideal and responsible person. By means of education one can develop a realisation about his
or her true inner-self, one's character, ideologies and outlook towards life. But at this point, if
a boy or girl gets married, he or she will be deprived of the opportunity to develop
themselves. And the reason for this deprivation is child marriage. Vidyasagar, by his strong
argument in this regard in 1850, proved the futility of child marriage in the society.

Social reform was main aim and objective of Vidyasagar. He was able to shape our
mindset and advance our thought processes by the accurate and skilful application of his
impartial judgmental intellect. The role of Vidyasagar towards the social reform movement
in the history of Bengal and his contribution to the glorification of the ideology and culture is
commendable.

Vidyasagar's perspective on humanism was human-centered. There was no urge to
pursue spiritual goals. Vidyasagar's perspective on humanism was nurtured by embracing
true love and sense of duty towards people. As a result, humanism formed the base of human
service. The values that inspired him to pursue social work are purely humanitarian values.
All his contributions through his social services, reform activities, were based upon human
dignity and humanitarian values.

Vidyasagar did not glorify humanity only for the sake of humanity. He was a
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philanthropist with a sincere heart. Humanity is not built on scepticism. Love is a sign of
humanity. Inhumanity or to be specific, loss of humanity in society is manifested only when
this human expression is hindered by artificial and forced discipline.

An ideal humanist is one who values human well-being with recognition of individual
freedom and empathy for the individual. But if one does not have confidence in one's own
personality, if one does not give dignity to one's own entity, then one cannot impart respect
and dignity to others in the society. Judging from this aspect, Vidyasagar has to be recognized
as a magnificent self-esteemed man. It was his self-esteem that set him apart from other
humanists in society.

Though Vidyasagar's mind was full of compassion and empathy for the hopes,
aspirations, pains and sorrows of the common people, his humanistic approach was not
drenched in emotions. He associated conscience with emotion in his humanism. Rationalism
was the basis of his every thought and action. He took attempts to eradicate the practices in
the society which he considered harmful to humanity. That is why he propagated to reform
education.

The prominent nature of humanism in the character of Vidyasagar is remarkable. On one
hand a mind free of superstitions and prejudice striving for arising humanity and motivation
among the masses, and on the other hand a soul incarnated with deep attachment with the
Indian tradition - the combination of these two initiated a new horizon of humanism in
Bengal. He set out to spread out the teachings from the book “Sarvadarshana Sangraha”,
because it would reveal before one the methods and processes of criticizing and refuting the
arguments of another. Thus, the main goal of his humanism was to keep the mind and soul
free, unrestricted and unhindered.

Analysing Vidyasagar's entire life and work, it can be said that he developed an ideal
humanistic mindset. The trinity of individualism, realism and rationalism created a sea of
thoughts within him, which was, in the true sense, the sea of humanism. In each case, he
thought of his fellow men. He thought for the people, strived for the welfare and well-being
of the people at all times. He has spent his whole life exploring the true natures of man. This
recognition of his humanity has worked as the basis of all his feelings and perceptions. This
feeling or realization or reverence has brought perfection in the sense of humanity in Bengal.

One of the greatest achievements of Vidyasagar's life was his unceasing pursuit of
spreading education. During the Bengal Renaissance, in the nineteenth century, education
reform movement led by Vidyasagar gained momentum. The awakening of religious faith or
the purpose of moral education became secondary and by means of Vidyasagar's sharp
intellect and outlook of social development a new educational philosophy gained a primary
position.

He realized that the main reason for the backwardness of our country was the lack of
education. Illiteracy and poor standards of education hinder the development of mental and
intellectual knowledge. That is why a fair education policy and complete education ideology
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is indispensably required. It was for this purpose that he initiated education reform.
According to him, Sanskrit education should be imparted mainly for the betterment of
Bengali language. Along with it, the opportunity to be versed with modern science through
English language should also be provided. In this way Vidyasagar tried to show the light of
education to the masses.

Vidyasagar's outlook towards education reform, on one hand, reflects his progressive
views on education, and on the other hand, reflects his profound knowledge and thinking in
the practice of Eastern and Western philosophy. He propagated that it is not possible to
achieve advancement in any creative field in Bengal without the development science,
language, literary practice etc. Realizing this eternal truth, Vidyasagar tried to reform
education in the nineteenth century.

Another aspect of Vidyasagar's education plan is to impart education in Bengali
language. In order to improve education and spread education among the masses, it is
absolutely necessary to improve the primary education system through Bengali language.
His idea was to awaken a new pure human vision by spreading modern views and opinions
among the masses. His well-thought-out views on this topic are described in 'Charitamala’.
Extensive and well-organized Bengali education is highly desirable, as it enables the
prosperity of the masses. Education should not be limited merely to reading, writing,
teaching and doing certain calculations, but geography, history and other subjects also need
to be taught to complete the education.

Vidyasagar used to go to distant villages for the purpose of spreading education and set
up standard schools. His new ideas of spreading and imparting education encouraged and
inspired the villagers. Vidyasagar also had deep respect and solidarity for women. There is
the need for arising awareness among the women to make them well-educated and advanced.
That is why he had given enough importance upon women education in education reform.
His efforts are exceptionally memorable.

In 1840, Bethune established a girls' school. Vidyasagar became the secretary of this
school in 1850 with the aim of removing the bane of illiteracy among the women of Bengal.
Gradually the school became a centre for the spread of women's education. Vidyasagar was a
firm believer in the need for women's education. He felt that women's education was
essential for the progress of the society. He set up girls' schools wherever possible. He used to
spread among the people about the various benefits of women's education. For this great and
noble work he had to endure a lot of criticism, opposition and humiliation. He had to face the
objections, resistance and oppositions of the orthodox sections of the society. Vidyasagar's
uncompromising struggle against the prevailing superstitions about women education
spread out new light to the society.

In the nineteenth century, Vidyasagar is considered as the pioneer of humanism. He not
only belonged to the lower strata of society, but also had the opportunity to empathise
himself with the misery and sufferings of the lower sections of the society. Compassion and
sympathy towards common man has repeatedly been manifested in Vidyasagar's lifetime.
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The wave of individualism, realism and rationalism that was propagated by Vidyasagar,
displays an integrative form of true humanism. For this reason, among all the humanists of
the nineteenth century, Vidyasagar was able to retain a unique position.
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Short Story: A new Genre of Modern Sanskrit Literature
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Abstract: The word ‘modern’ comes from the Latin word modo, meaning ‘just now’.
The traditional Sansknt scholars do not like very much the modern forms and styles of

Sanskrit writings, so they use the word ‘37Tl for them. But the fact is Sanskrit

writings took a prolific turn from eighteenth century. In classical period, Sanskrit writers
dealt with the stories of kings and quecns. They borrowed themes for their writings from
the epics like Ramayapa and Mahdabharata. But today’s Sanskrit writers look at the
litcraturc in other languages and get influenced by them - especially by Western
literature. In the modern and post-modern eras Sanskritists have borrowed or invented
new forms of writings to enrich the Sanskrit literature. Sanskrit writings in the modern
and post-modern cras have given the birth of many types of prosc, dramas and poctry
over and above the ancient and classical mahdakavya, gadyakavya, campu, and riipaka etc.
Modern Sanskrit short story 1s the fruit of 1t. Jean Francois Lyotard (1924-98), the French
post-modcrn thinker says — ...the post-modern artist gocs beyond the traditional rules
and patterns and he is a philosopher in nature.’

Keywords: Sanskrit, modern, artist, poetry etc.

The earliest Sanskrit stories happen to be the oldest stories on earth. The Vedic literature
is full of the scas of stories and the Rgveda is the best and oldest example of it. The
description of searching for fire by the sage Angirasa is found in Reveda (Mandala 2). In
the Tenth Mandala of Reveda, we find the story of Yama-Yami and of Pururava-Urvasi.
The expression of prose is also found in the Samaveda,® Yajurveda and Atharvaveda. We
get the story of Manu-Matsya in Satapatha Brahmana. In the Mahdbhdrata, there are
many storics in Adi, Vana and Santi Parva which arc regarded as the gencsis of the
stories of Paficatantra. In the Santi Parva, we get the story of a bird giving golden eggs,
of a rcligious cat and of the clever jackal. There arc many other storics also found here in
Sanskrit.

Origin & Use of the Word ‘Katha’

The word ‘Katha” comes from the verbal root ‘Kathi’. ‘31$” suffix adds with the original

root through the law ‘i%lio—aq!aiﬁiagﬁiﬁlﬂ%l“ﬂ’ (Astadhyayi, 3.3.105). Then, the word

‘Katha” comes by adding “TTU” suffix through the law *3TSITITENT (Astadhyayi, 4.1.4).
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Short story which is called ‘Jaghukatha® in Sanskrit as a word is as old as Reveda.’
This word had been used abundantly in Samhita, Brahmana, Aranyaka, Ramdyana,
Mahabhdrata, and in the literaturcs of Kalidasa also but not in the scnse of story. Among
the eleven major Upanisad, the word ‘Kathd® is mentioned only in one place of
Chandogyopanisad. We find Somadeva Bhatta (L century) used the word ‘Katha™ in
the sense of story for the first time in his Kathasaritsagara.*

In classical cra, Sanskrit rhetoricians divided ornate prosc into two catcgorics —
‘katha® and ‘akhyavika . The collections of stories like Paficatanira and Hitopadesa cic.
are also called stories. But modern Sanskrit story is totally different from them. It’s a
completely new genre. We can say that classical ‘katha” and ‘akhyayikd® like Kadambari
and Dasakumdracaritam have given the birth of modern Sanskrit novel whereas folktales
and fables like Paricatantra and Hitopadesa have given rise of today’s Sanskrit short
stories.

Differences between Classical and Modern

We can consider that a new era of Sanskrit writings begins from the eighteenth century
A.D. From the Vedic period to the seventeenth century, Sanskrit literatures exhibited
many new streams in the vesicle form. But nineteenth century was the renaissance period
for prose writings. Therefore, Sanskrit short story along with other new genres appeared
in a different look in front of readers this time. They bring newness not only in the form
of writings but also in the plot, format, style and diction etc. which prove the breadth of
creativity of this era. May be the oldest seed of story lies in the Vedic literature, but
modern writers gave it an appropriate shape. In ancient and medieval periods, writers had
a classical concept about the style and art of short story writing, but in modern times,
writers arc well awarc about the contemporary trends. So they give a special attention to
the writing of short story. As a rcsult the theme, style and clements of short storics in
Sanskrit have been changed tremendously from the ancient and medieval period. In
ancient time, poets created stories to fulfill a purpose of religion, king’s pleasure or of
moral teaching in their stories. But modern writers are dealing with the topic which is
directly related to contemporary issues in their stories. They create stories on the topic of
political issues, current affairs, financial ups and downs, price hike, social problems like
dowry, caste problems, woman’s harassment, unemployment, superstitions, and
worldwide problems like corruption, terrorism, war, environmental issues, global
warming, bad effects of social media etc.

Thercfore, we can say that story of modern cra influenced by Western literature is a
completely new genre different from the story of ancient and medicval period in Sanskrit.

Definition of Modern Short Story in Sanskrit

Many Sanskrit scholars of modern time attempt to define short stories of twenticth
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century. In an issuc of Durva, Rahasbihari Dvivedi says short story is smaller than novels
n size. Authors present the matter in a charming way. According to Dvivedi the theme of
the story may be imaginary but it should be in beautiful prose and with the unity of time,
place and action. It should have inspiring facts. In his words-

SUCATEET UehIeT: ATITHA e : |

UTIRT: hfodd gud AT Jdad |

TAT Pret opamarsa Tt qeaarfaiad |

UReh HE 10 HISRY TEAT: TE[ehT T 4T |°
In the eyes of Radhavallabh Tripathi, Sanskrit short story is -
ATACAREATATIUIATEAT HAT | Wbl BIeIH|® He gives a perfect
definition of short story of modern time. He separates short story from the novel by using
the word ‘TSHERITARTUT and highlights its proximity to the daily life of the socicty.

In the history of modern Sanskrit literature, Rajendra Mishra, as a writer and a critic
is a bright star. In his book Abhirgjavasobhisanam, he defined short story with its

classification beautifully. According to him, Sanskrit eTgeh¥T (short story) is as follows -

HEIAA HSheUE Fedd THga: ||
A=A [aadt ar Hrar=r Gerafd: |
FREeAA AT graafadaa ||
SeehITIUSHATATTHT T AISTSPIETT |
3TeUTeRTseuuTaTs i ham ored #FEa |1

So a short story centers around a single character. It is not too long. It gives
rcalizations to rcaders like a lightening. It changes its course and cmotions instantly. Like
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a meteorite 1t generates sensation in heart suddenly. Having a small stretch and a few
characters, 1t gives great enlightenment.

Therefore, we can conclude that Sanskrit short story is a varicty of onc-
dimensional prosc litcrature which is shorter than a novel and usually deals with few
characters and theme.

Classification of Short Story

On the basis of length, we can classify short story into two categories —

1. Short story (STE[dhIT)
il Mini story (GU_ &)

Short Story (eTHhT)

The short story writers like Rajendra Mishra (Iksugandha, Rangady), Kalanath Shastri
(Kathanakavalli), Keshab Chandra Dash (Disa-Vidisa, Urmicida, etc), Banamali Biswal
(Niravasvanah, Bubhuksa and Jijivisa ctc), Rabindra Kumar Panda (Chinnachdva),
Narayana Dash ((zange ca yamune caiva), Pramod Bharativa (Sahapdthini), Prabhunath
Dvivedi (Svetadiiva) and many more have enriched Sanskrit short stories with their
valuablc contributions.

Mini Story (Tup Kathd)

‘Tup Katha” 1s a new genre in modern Sansknt literature. In the twentieth century,
pcople do not have time to complete cven a short story and this mentality has given the
birth to 7up Katha (Mini Story).

The term “7up’ is ncither available in the lcading Sanskrit dictionarics like
Sabdakalpadrima nor in  Vacaspativam ete. The author of Mimdmsd-vartika
(Slokavdrtika and Tantravartika) Kumarilabhatta has used the term “ 7up’ at first. He
called the commentary on Sabaravasva as Tup-tika. Here the term * 7ip® indicates the
meaning brief or very short. Thus, it is the most appropriate term for a very short writing
which reveals the concept. S.Jagannath, the poet from Mysore, has applied the term for
the first time to refer to a small poem. i.e. Tup-kavita. Therefore, for very short story
Banamali Biswal, the editor of Sambhasana-sandesafr, has used the term Tipkathd.

For examples, we can take Iecharam Dwivedi’s Ha ha and Fkadasi and Pramod
Kumar Nayek’s Uvdca kandikalyvanah.

On the basis of theme, we can classify short storics in Sanskrit into three or four
categorics. —
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1. Spasa Katha (Detective Story) - It is also a fresh trend as far as Sanskrit story
writings are concerned. Detective story i.e. spasa katha was not written in Sanskrit
in ancient period. The term spasa is derived from the root “spas’ (to spy). Therefore,

the meaning of spasa is a spy as Visvakosah says - TAUA: TOITY: ?ga?ff: | In the ficld

of dctective story, Narayan Dash is onc and only writer of modern cra who has
contributed to this genre hugely by writing a book named Hatydakari kah. Janardan
Hegde also deserves a mention.

2. Vyanga Kathd (Satirical Story) - Vyanga Katha or satirical story is another new
genre In  Sanskrit writings. In this category, Pramod Kumar Nayek and
Sampadananda Mishra deserve a special mention. Uvdea kandukalyanalr and
Svargadapi garivasi of Pramod Kumar Nayek and Hasyamanjari of Sampadananda
Mishra are the notable collections.

3. Preta Kathd (Ghost story) — It is also a new addition to Sanskrit literature. Here we
can mention the name of Narayan Dash’s Narendrapuriya-relasthanakam.

4. Citra Katha (Comic) - Comic is a medium to convey story through images, often
combined with text. It expresses the theme of the story with frequent juxtaposition of
images which attracts rcaders casily. This method of story-telling is used cspecially
for children.

It’s also a brand new genre in Sanskrit writings of modern era. It has become popular in
other languages from twentieth century. Though, comic stories are not seen very much in
Sanskrit till date, Sanskrit magazine, Sambhdsana-sandesalr is now publishing a series of
comic storics. This magazine has been publishing stories based on Purdna, Mahdabharata
and religious events in comic style since 2006. Therefore, the first collection of comic
stories in Sanskrit is published by Samskria Bharati from Bangalore in the year 2008,
This collection has cleven storics based on Puranic cvents as well as the storics of
Mahabhdratam. The writer of these storics is Venuvariyat who is the moulder of comic
storics in Sanskrit. Similarly, the name of Chandan Chulusseri and M.Mohan Dash arc
also worth mentioning for their drawing of images on Venuvariyat’s stories. Without
their contributions creating comic in Sanskrit would not have been possible.

There may be other types of storics like ‘Preia Katha® (ghost story) and ‘Trasa
Kathd® (horror story) ete. in Sanskrit too.

Popularity

Writers from all over India especially from Madras, Kolkata, Nagpur, Jaipur, Uttar
Pradesh, Orissa contributed hugely in the upsurge of Sanskrit short story writings.
Sanskrit magazines play a vital role in the development of Sanskrit short stories. To make
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Sanskrit short storics as popular as in others language, Kathasarit, half-ycarly Sanskrit
magazines have taken an important step by publishing only stories.

The oldest collection of short stories in Sanskrit named Rainastaka and Kathda
kusumam of Ambikadatta Vyasa published in 1898, More than 100 collections of
Sanskrit short stories are available in India.

Modern Sanskrit storics travelled a long path of mere than a century. Therefore, we
can say that story of modern era influenced by Western literature is a completely new
genre different from the story of ancient and medieval period in Sanskrit. Lastly, it was a
structural study. We should do the analytical study for our better understanding of the
quality of short stories in Sanskrit. Sanskritists should focus more on the poetic
sensibility and quality of stories to stand in the competition with the stories in other
languages.
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